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of us,’ said one of his ancient 
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to show that God can be readily 
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simple requirements for a life of 
purpose now and to endless time . 
From the Scriptures and his deal¬ 
ings with humankind his marvelous 
personality and good purpose to¬ 
ward us are revealed . 
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Chapter I 

Life Does Have a Purpose 

H OW good it is to be alive, to fee! that you 
are accomplishing something and that your 
life has real meaning! Nobody really enjoys an 
aimless life—a life without a purpose, 

2 Around the earth, millions of persons are 
working hard and trying to find happiness in 
living. Yet there comes a time when people stop 
and ask. Where am I really going? It may seem 
that life is merely a matter of living a few short 
years, raising children to carry on the family 
name, and then the children in turn repeat the 
same cycle. Is there no greater purpose in it all? 

3 Also, people know that, all too often, an 
economic upset, a war or some other calamity 
may wipe out a whole lifetime of effort. More 
sadly, to lose a dearly loved one because of sick¬ 
ness, accident or crime can make life suddenly 
seem terribly empty, aimless. Even at best, life 
seems so short. Compared to the ageless universe 
around us, a human lifetime is like the mere 
tick of a clock, 

* Surely there is something better in store for 
mankind, something that can give true meaning 
to our lives. If so, what is it? To answer this 
question we must first get the answer to an even 
more basic question: Is this universe and all life 

1, 2, Even if a person is living an enjoyable life, what per¬ 
plexing questions may trouble him? (Ecclesiastes 1:2-4, 10, 11} 
3, 4, (a) What things can quickly change the whole plan of 
our lives? (Psalm 90:10) (b) If we want something that will 
give more meaning to our lives, what question faces us for an 
answer? 
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in it the product of a “Master Architect,” namely, 
God? 

IS THERE A MASTER ARCHITECT 
WITH A PURPOSE? 

6 Our viewpoint on the origin of things can 
have a far stronger influence on the way we look 

at life, and on our at¬ 
titude toward those 
around us, than many 
people realize. Uncer¬ 
tainty as to whether 
there is a universal 
Creator can make us 
uncertain about any 
definite purpose to life. 
It can also make us 
doubtful about what 
our true obligations 
are toward other hu¬ 
mans. What happens 
then? Well, if we are 
unsure we just have to 
pattern our lives ac¬ 
cording to whatever 
each of us thinks best. 
That means our having 
no clear standard of right and wrong, no real 
sense of responsibility toward other people. It 
is not hard to see how many problems this could 
bring and how damaging it could be to the en¬ 
joyment of life. 

0 What reason is there for believing in a Master 

5. What effect can uncertainty or doubt as to whether there is 
a Creator have on our lives and on the lives of those around us? 

6, 7. (a) Why do some people conclude there is no Creator, 
yet what may they be overlooking? (b) What conclusions as 
to a Creator might be logically drawn by comparing the universe 
to a watch? (Isaiah 40:26) 
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. . . What, then, of the awesome universe? 


Architect, a God of purpose? Seeing so much in¬ 
justice and suffering, some conclude that there 
is no Creator. But they may overlook the fact 
that there are many things that can be explained 
in no other way than by creation. If a person is 
shown a watch and told that the watch had no 
maker, he will not believe it, will he? He will 
probably acknowledge that this timekeeping in¬ 
strument serves a definite purpose, which shows, 
additionally, that its maker had a purpose. What, 
then, will we say of the infinitely more complex 
and awesome universe around us? Perhaps the 
problem lies in not understanding what the Cre¬ 
ator’s purpose is. Let us consider a few evidences 
that a purposeful Creator mwsf exist. 
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T The heavenly bodies have revolved in their 
vast orbits at tremendous speeds, with astounding 
precision, for untold millions of years. Planets 
orbit the sun in orderly fashion; the countless 
stars and other heavenly bodies are organized 
into galaxies and even clusters of galaxies. Their 
huge size and amazing accuracy of movement 
make the finest watch seem very crude by com¬ 
parison. Are we not forced to ask ourselves, How 
could the watch have required a maker but not 
the far more awesome and precise universe? Fur¬ 
ther, could anything so intricate and accurate 
be without purpose? 

8 To say that all this precision and order came 
about through chance or blind forces would go 
against all the evidence. Do we know of anything 
orderly that ever came about by mere chance? 
No matter what we think of—a machine, a pro¬ 
duction line, a house or even a simple broom— 
each had a designer: man. Inanimate matter never 
arranges itself by chance into some orderly 
product or process. Regardless of how much time 
you allow, blowing winds or moving waters will 
never assemble matter to produce even the sim¬ 
plest machine. Everything that is made to serve 
a purpose requires an intelligent organizer and 
maker. 

9 Suppose we were to take the position that 
there is no Creator. Then we would be obliged to 
say that the universe has always existed, that the 
matter in it is eternal. Yet clear evidence shows 
that matter has not always existed. For example, 
we know that some elements of the earth are 

8. Why is it contrary to the evidence to say that the universe 
is a product of chance or blind forces? (Hebrews 3:4) 

9. How do radioactive materials provide evidence that matter 
has not always existed? 



LIFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 9 

unstable, that is, they are radioactive. Uranium, 
for example, keeps giving off radioactive particles 
until it eventually turns into lead. But if matter 
had always existed there would be no radioactive 
elements left today. The radioactivity would have 
all Tun out 1 long ago, even as water eventually 
runs completely out of a leaking barrel, 

10 Another evidence is the different tempera¬ 
tures found in the universe, from the biasing 
heat of the sun to the frigid cold of outer space. 
The scientifically accepted laws as to the way 
heat operates (called the laws of thermodynam¬ 
ics) state that heat always flows from a hot body 
to a cooler one until both are at the same tempera¬ 
ture, Now, if the universe and the matter in it 
had existed eternally, there would be (according 
to “thermodynamics”) the same tempera toe 
everywhere, and a very cold one at that! But, 
thankfully, that is not the case. Our sun keeps 
on pouring out heat and energy, as do myriads 
of other stars. This proves that the universe, and 
the matter composing it, had a beginning. 

11 When scientists study matter, particularly 
the atom, they find evidence that all matter is 
the product of energy—enormous quantities of 
it. They once thought the atom was the simplest 
form of matter, the indivisible building block of 
all matter. But after years of study they find that 
the atom's structure is so complex that they are 
still unable to unlock all its secrets. Obviously, the 
source of tremendous energy that formed the 
atom, and all matter, and that set the universe in 
motion must be a person > with a mind far superior 


10, How does the existence of different temperatures indicate 
that the universe had a beginning? 

11, 12, To what conclusion does a study of the atom bring us? 
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to man's. Yes, these things are powerful, factual 
evidences that the universe did actually originate 
at some definite time in the past. It was created. 

12 And what about the planet we humans live 
on, this earth? What evidence of intelligent, pur¬ 
poseful design does its ability to sustain life 
reveal? 

STUNT AND EARTH—A PRECISE RELATIONSHIP 

ia Men have made atomic powerhouses’—thermo¬ 
nuclear reactors—and their output of energy is 
greater than that by any other means. But they 
have to be monitored constantly for fear of a 
devastating explosion. Even so, some accidents 
have already happened. Now, the man-made re¬ 
actors are puny, insignificant, compared to our 
sun. If the mighty, explosive processes in the 
sun were to go out of control, the earth could be 
burned up in an instant. Yet for billions of years, 
with apparently little or no change, the sun has 
steadily produced light and heat. It has been 
calculated that the conversion of only one percent 
of the sun's mass into energy would maintain its 
present intensity of light for at least a billion 
years. 

14 How reasonable is it, then, to conclude that 
man-made reactors required intelligent design, 
but that the vastly greater and far more depend¬ 
able solar reactor, the sun, came into existence 
by mere chance? Should we not instead give the 
credit to a benevolent Master Architect for de¬ 
signing a solar "reactor” that safely transmits 
just the right amount of its enormous energy 
through some 93,000,000 miles (150,000,000 kilo¬ 
meters) of space to our earth? 


13, 14. How does the sun give evidence of a powerful, benevo¬ 
lent Master Architect? (Psalm 74:16} 
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Man can hardly bear to look 
directly at the sun. Should 
he expect to gaze on its 
awesome Creator? 




15 Let us 
consider more 
closely the fac¬ 
tors that make it 
possible for the 
earth to utilize 
the sun’s energy 
in a way that en¬ 
sures the contin¬ 
uance of life. Earth’s 
distance from the sun is 
just right. If the sun 
were any closer the earth would be too hot for 
life; if farther away it would be too cold. 

10 Earth’s rate of rotation provides the whole 
earth with alternate day and night periods of the 
proper length for plant growth. Plants, utilizing 
sun power, change water and carbon dioxide into 
sugars. This process, known as photosynthesis, is 
vital in producing food for animals and man. 
(Genesis 1:29, 30) The tilt of the earth’s axis in 


15. How Is purposeful design shown in the earth’s distance 
from the sun? 

16. (a) What does the turning of the earth on its axis have 
to do with providing food for mankind and animals? (Psalm 
104:14, 19-22) (b) What purpose is served, for our benefit, by 
the tilt of the earth’s axis in its orbit around the sun? (Genesis 
1:14; 8:22) 
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a fixed direction at an angle of about 23 degrees 
from an upright position brings about the seasons. 
The time the earth takes for a trip around the 
sun makes the seasons just the proper length. 
While lengths of day and season vary somewhat 
in different parts of the earth, the abundant va¬ 
rieties of vegetation, nevertheless, get the re¬ 
quired energy for growth. 

OUR ATMOSPHERE— 

IDEAL MEDIUM IN WHICH TO LIVE 

17 If any of the aforementioned features were 
significantly changed, it would mean disaster to 
life on earth. Yet they are only a fraction of the 
things essential for life. In fact, without an atmo¬ 
sphere surrounding our earth, the sun’s light 
and energy would be useless, even dangerous. The 
earth’s extensive atmosphere shields life from 
deadly rays. And the sun’s radiation itself helps 
the atmosphere to produce a layer of ozone, a 
form of oxygen that filters out death-dealing 
ultraviolet rays. 

18 The makeup of earth’s atmosphere is also 
very important if life is to continue. For example, 
we humans cannot live without oxygen. When 
deprived of it for just a few minutes, the brain 
is severely damaged. Usually death ensues. Is it 
not a very fine thing that oxygen exists in plenti¬ 
ful amounts in the atmosphere? But, then, oxygen 
is also what makes fire possible. So the vast 
quantity of this gas all around us could be de¬ 
structive to life; we could be in danger of burning 

17. Kow do the sun and the earth’s atmosphere work together 
to provide protection from a deadly feature of the sun’s ra¬ 
diation? 

13. Does it just “happen’* that there is plenty of oxygen in 
earth’s atmosphere and that it is highly diluted with nitrogen? 
Explain. 
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up. Why does this not happen? Because the oxy¬ 
gen in our atmosphere is greatly diluted with 
nitrogen, a relatively inactive gas. 

19 Furthermore, the atmosphere has been pre¬ 
pared just as by a fine “recipe,” with other es¬ 
sential ingredients in the right proportions—car¬ 
bon dioxide, water vapor, and so forth. On the 
sun an atmosphere made up mainly of hydrogen 
is necessary, but in earth’s atmosphere hydrogen, 
because of its explosive properties, would be a 
constant menace. Unless there is a Master Ar¬ 
chitect with a purpose, why would such a balance, 
a “cooperation,” as it were, come about in the 
atmospheres of both sun and earth, so that the 
earth is so admirably fitted for life, while the 
sun, so far away, is equipped to sustain that life? 

WATER—LIFE-SUSTAINING FLUID 

20 Besides an atmosphere with just the right 

19. What conclusions may we reach from a comparison of the 
atmosphere of the sun with that of the earth? 

20, 21. (a) Earth is unique among the planets in that it has 
great quantities of what vital substance? (b) What are some 
valuable purposes served by the mighty oceans? 



Hew does it happen that on earth there is such an 
abundance of this liquid that is so essential for 

physical life? 
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mixture of gases, water in its normal liquid form 
—lots of it—-is essential for physical life. Of all 
the planets, earth is unique in this respect. The 
enormous volume of the oceans is the basis for 
the rain cycle* which makes plant growth pos¬ 
sible. The oceans also prevent extreme tempera¬ 
ture fluctuation. 

21 Without the oceans another cycle—the oxy¬ 
gen and carbon-dioxide cycle—would fail. Oxygen 
is used by animal life, carbon dioxide by plant 
life. The oceans absorb and release billions of 
tons of carbon dioxide as needed to keep the supply 
balanced at all times. Of course, the oceans are 
also a source of abundant mineral and animal 
wealth.—Deuteronomy 33:19. 

32 Water is a unique* almost “miraculous” fluid. 
It has the greatest solvent power of any liquid. 
For this reason it can store the chemical com¬ 
pounds needed to support plant life. Water pene¬ 
trates the soil and dissolves the life-sustaining 
chemicals found there. It then carries these nu¬ 
trients as it circulates to the various parts of the 
plants, (Isaiah 55:10) Water is the primary con¬ 
stituent of blood that carries life-giving nourish¬ 
ment to human and animal body cells. Our bodies 
are, in fact, about 70 percent water* 

33 Remarkable, too, is the fact that water re¬ 
mains liquid under a wide range of normal tem¬ 
peratures. If it evaporated faster, rain could not 
stay on or in the ground to dissolve the minerals 
and transport these to the plants. Vegetation 
would lose its moisture too rapidly, and large 
areas would become desert land. If the boiling 

22* Why is water so valuable for the nourishment of plant and 
animal life? 

£3, Why is water's stability as a liquid under a wide range of 
temperatures important to our lives? 
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point of water were much lower than it is now, 
there would be the danger that our blood would 
boil when we were exposed to the hot sun. If 
water froze or solidified too readily, rainfall would 
be negligible and plants would die. 

- 1 Additionally, water expands slightly on be¬ 
coming ice, therefore floating instead of sinking 
to the bottom. This prevents lakes and other large 
bodies of water from freezing solid, with con¬ 
sequent damage to life. This property of expansion 
plays a part in soil making, for wafer runs into 
cracks and crevices in rocks, then expands as it 
freezes, breaking the rocks into fine, tillable soil 
—all of this without man having to be concerned 
about it. 

25 How does it happen that, of all liquids, there 
is so much of this valuable water on earth? Surely 
it did not just happen. Its provision must be the 
work of a Master Architect—one who really 
cares for his living creation on earth! 

THE EVIDENCE IS UNMISTAKABLE 

20 Truly, the person who takes a penetrating 
look at the visible evidence around him can see 
that there must be a supremely intelligent Per¬ 
sonality, a Master Designer and Creator* Though 
this benevolent Designer cannot be seen with 
natural eyes, “his invisible qualities are clearly 
seen from the world’s creation onward, because 
they are perceived by the things made, even his 
eternal power and Godship.”—Romans 1:20. 

24. What purposes are served by water's unusual property of 
expansion when freezing? 

25. If we reason on the fact that the earth has such an abun¬ 
dant supply of water, what conclusion are we moved to reach? 
(Jeremiah 10:12, 13) 

26. Though God is invisible to human eyes, how can we know 
that such a Master Designer and Creator exists? 
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27 Some demand to see God before they will 
believe that he exists. But does it make sense to 
expect to see the One who created all these 
marvelous things? We can hardly bear to look 
directly at the sun, and certainly would be blinded 
and burned up if some of the larger suns were as 
close to earth as ours is. Then, what brilliance the 
Creator of these suns would display if he should 
reveal himself to human eyes! To Moses, who 
asked to see His glory, God replied: “You are 
not able to see my face, because no man may see 
me and yet live.”—Exodus 33:20. 

2S How r ever, if we use our powers of reason, 
we can see, in creation, an expression of un¬ 
limited power and control. Chance or blind forces 
cannot exercise purposeful control, or establish 
any laws. Law and control are evidences of the 
invisible qualities of a Master Architect. Also, 
the care with which the universe (including our 
solar system and planet earth) is put together, 
providing every good thing for the life of human¬ 
kind, indicates great love and great concern. These 
are traits that can belong only to an intelligent 
and compassionate personality. 

29 But does God care for his creation in our 
day? Having designed and brought forth the 
universe, does he have further interest in dealing 
with it? Is there, in the mind of God, a future 
for man and a purpose toward every person who 
lives, or has lived? 

27. Why is it not reasonable that we should demand to see God 
to believe that he exists? 

28. In harmony with Romans 1:20, how can we see evidences 
of a Master Architect of love and care as we observe the uni¬ 
verse? 

29. Having concluded that there is a Creator, what questions 
deserve our next consideration? 



Chapter 2 


God 

—The Generous Householder 

S UPPOSE that you are traveling, looking for 
a suitable place to spend a vacation. After 
going a considerable distance in an isolated re¬ 
gion, you come across a beautiful garden. You 
see a house and approach it to ask about accom¬ 
modations. To your surprise a sign on the door 
reads: 'Welcome. Make yourself at home’! On 
entering the house, you find that it has everything 
desirable for comfortable living—water, heating, 
lights, plus a well-stocked pantry with a sign, 
‘Help yourself.’ What would your reaction be? 
Would you say, ‘This is unbelievable! What a 
kind, generous person the owner of this house 
must be!’? 

2 Really, this illustration fits man’s position in 
relationship to the Maker of the earth, God* Con¬ 
sider how the Creator, like a generous house¬ 
holder, has provided for those who have come to 
inhabit this planetary “home,” the earth: 

3 A fine home has a light, usually in the ceiling, 
and a soft night-light so that its inhabitants are 
not in utter darkness all night. The earth has the 
sun for its primary light source, and the soft light 
of the moon to ‘dominate the night/—Genesis 1:14- 
IS. 

4 A house has a power source for heating, oper¬ 
ating appliances, and so forth. Earth has the sun. 
Not only does the sun bathe earth with energy that 

1, 2, Considering our fine dwelling place, the earth, what would 
be our normal reaction, as “guests” on this planet? 

3, 4. How is our fine “home" equipped for light, heat and power? 

17 
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can be harnessed by man and by plant life, but its 
action over the centuries has provided an enormous 
supply of fuel, particularly fossil fuels such as coal 
and oil. These are stored, just as in a well- 
provisioned home, in earth’s ‘‘cellar” for use when 
needed. 

5 In this “cellar” the Creator also kindly placed 
a rich store of metals, and he gave man the ability 
to find ways of extracting these from the ores. For 
the special delight of men and, particularly, of 
women, He also placed in this “cellar” precious 
jewels that add to the joy of living, as well as 
chemicals that are essential to life. 

6 A house also needs a good plumbing system. The 
“plumbing system” of our earthly “house” is a 
marvel. If man could build a mountain by amassing 
a great pile of rocks and dirt, would people living on 
it be able to get clear, cold, refreshing water out 
of springs on its slopes? We have seen huge man¬ 
made heaps in the vicinity of mines, and they are 
only unsightly blots upon the landscape. Consider, 
then, the marvelous engineering principles involved 
in the intricate system of channels and underground 
pressures by which the earth, even in the high 
mountains, has a water supply. And where there is 
little or no rain, such as in the Sahara Desert, there 
are places where it is necessary to dig only a rela¬ 
tively few feet to find water. 

7 As in many fine homes where the floors are 
covered for beauty and comfort, the Creator also 
“carpeted” the earth with vegetation, flowers and 
forests. And with only a little landscaping, how 
quickly a desolate place can be made into a park! 
Places marred by man’s activities soon are covered 
with a grass “carpet.” Polluted streams, if the 
source of the pollution is stopped, soon cleanse 
themselves. 


5. What other things for our comfort and delight are stored 
in the “cellar” of our “house”? (Job 28:1-6) 

6. (a) How does the “plumbing system” of our planetary “home” 
give evidence of a Creator who cares for us? (b) Compare God’s 
hills and mountains with man-made heaps of rock and dirt. 
(Psalm 104:10, 11) 

7. How has the Creator provided a self-repairing “carpet” for 
our “home”? (Genesis 1:11, 12) 
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8 Just as a good home has a well-stocked pantry, 
in earth’s “pantry” there is every form of food, in 
the fields and orchards, and in the oceans. Ponder 
over the wisdom that was needed to arrange, in 
advance, for vegetation in the sea and on land, for 
grains, and for fruit and nut trees to produce 
regularly, bountifully, for thousands and thousands 
of years, so that animals, insects, sea life and 
finally human life could all continue in existence. 
The supply never runs out. And earth can produce 
plentifully to feed yet many more, until God de¬ 
clares it to be ‘filled’ to a comfortable limit.—Gene¬ 
sis 1:28. 

9 Surely none of us had anything to do with 
making this fine “house.” The Bible tells us that 
to God “the heavens belong, but the earth he 
has given to the sons of men.” (Psalm 115:16) 
The way our home, the earth, is equipped with 
everything needed for the enjoyment of life shows 
thoughtful preparation. And it is given to us free! 
What more convincing evidence could we want 
as testimony to the existence of a Maker who is 
not only powerful and wise but also kind and 
generous? He has, in effect, said to all, ‘Help 
yourself,’ letting “his sun rise upon wicked people 
and good and [making] it rain upon righteous 
people and unrighteous (Matthew 5:45) Really, 
if it were not for man’s mismanagement and mis¬ 
use of the earth’s potential and resources, people 
in all lands could find real pleasure in living on 
this beautiful planet. 

10 The fact that the earth, with little attention 
from man, has supplied his every need for cen- 

8. What foresight and care were shown by our generous “House¬ 
holder” in stocking the “pantry” of our “home”? 

9. Can mankind take credit for his beautiful “home” and its 
equipment? (Job 38:4, 26, 27) 

10. In view of the foregoing discussion, what can be said of 
the theory that the earth came to be as a result of blind forces? 
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furies, calls into serious question the theory that 
it came into existence as a result of blind forces. 
If a person accepted that theory, how could Fie 
explain earth's potential to provide for all its 
population, animal and human, millennium after 
millennium? Moreover, purpose and design are 
evident here. Blind forces are not capable of either 
purpose or preconceived design.—Jeremiah 10:12; 

11 The excellence of our earthly home certainly 
is convincing evidence that it was created, yes, 
more than this, that it was created for a definite 
purpose and is not just an experiment or a toy 
in the hands of some superior being. It is also 
designed to exist forever, "[The earth] will not 
be made to totter to time indefinite, or forever,” 
says the inspired psalmist.-—Psalm 104:5. 

12 What the Bible says about the preparation 

11. What factors indicate that the earthly creation is not a 
mere experiment—a temporary thing or toy in the Creator's 
hands? (Isaiah 45:18) 

12, 13, What pronouncement of God shows that no improvement 
on the earthly creation was needed? 



As a well-provisioned home bespeaks 
a wise end generous householder . ♦ * 
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of the earth as a 
home for man is 
in full harmony 
with this conclu¬ 
sion as to God's 
purpose for it We 
learn that, as God 
completed the pri¬ 
mary steps in the 
formation and 
preparation of the 
earth, he pro¬ 
nounced his cre¬ 
ation “good'* At 
the complete end 
of the work he 
declared it to be 
"very good, 1 ' 
(Genesis 1:4, 10, 
12, IS, 21, 25, 
31) This divine 
pronouncement 
means that the 
work was perfect 
and fully ade¬ 
quate for its pur¬ 
pose—having an 
excellence beyond 
the power of im- 

• , i so, too, 
the productive earth 
reveals intelligent 
design by a 
generous Creator 
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perfect man to comprehend.—Psalm 145:3-5, 16. 

13 The earthly creation being declared “very 
good” also means that God does not need to 
intervene periodically to ensure that the earth 
will produce the necessary things for mankind. 
No, thousands upon thousands of years ago he 
spent much time in preparing and equipping this 
planet to fulfill its assigned role into the indefinite 
future. That fact magnifies the wisdom of the 
Creator. In what way? 

GOD’S FORESIGHT 

14 Well, think what insight, yes, foresight, it 
took on God’s part to arrange for the earth to 
continue supporting life indefinitely. Before man 
came upon the scene, full provision was made 
for animal life, an ample supply of food being 
available in the form of vegetation. Then, the 
first human pair were told to “become many and 
fill the earth.” (Genesis 1:28) This meant that 
the population of the human race would grow into 
the billions. Still the earth would continue to 
sustain plant, animal and human life. And it has 
done so despite the fact that millions of acres of 
land lie uncultivated and men have done much 
to ruin still other areas. Regarding the grand 
way in which God has provided, the appreciative 
psalmist wrote: 

“"[Jehovah] is making green grass sprout for 
the beasts, and vegetation for the service of man¬ 
kind, to cause food to go forth from the earth, and 
wine that makes the heart of mortal man rejoice, 
to make the face shine with oil, and bread that 


14, 15. How was extraordinary foresight shown by God at the 
time the earth was created? 
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sustains the very heart of mortal man. How many 
your works are, O Jehovah! All of them in wisdom 
you have made. The earth is full of your produc¬ 
tions.”—Psalm 104:14, 15, 24. 

10 How great is the ability of the earth to pro¬ 
duce food? The director of the United Nations 
Office of Inter-Agency Affairs and Coordination 
said that, if earth’s agricultural potential were 
maximized, it could feed at least 38 billion people 
(ten times earth’s present population). This would, 
of course, require better international cooperation 
than now exists. 

GOD WILL, EXPEL "GUESTS” 

WHO MISUSE HIS “HOUSE” 

17 Humankind in general has no room for com¬ 
plaint, but, rather, should appreciate the bounties 
of earth. Neither can they charge that God has 
been partial. Even those who do not worship him 
have benefited from his generosity. The apostle 
Paul told a group of people in Lystra, in Asia 
Minor, worshipers of Zeus and Hermes (Mer¬ 
cury) : “In the past generations [God] permitted 
all the nations to go on in their ways, although, 
indeed, he did not leave himself without witness 
in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven 
and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts to the 
full with food and good cheer.’’—Acts 14:16, 17. 

18 But humans have been, generally, unthankful 

16. Need we fear that earth will at some time fail to produce 
food sufficient for all? (Psalm 65:9) 

17. Does anyone have reason to charge God with favoring only 
certain ones, such as his worshipers, with material abundance? 
(Psalm 36:7, 8) 

18. (a) Have humans in general thanked or credited God for 
his goodness to all? (b) Who is to blame for the fact that there 
has been an inequality in the distribution of the good things 
God has provided? 




24 LIFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 

“guests” of the Creator. They have to a great 
extent been disrespectful and wasteful of earth’s 
fine provisions. Greed has caused hoarding of land 
and food. Such greedy persons have shown little 
care for their fellow “guests” on earth. As a 
result, many people have been deprived of the 
necessary things. Greed has been the basis for 
cruel, devastating wars.—Compare James 4:1, 2. 

19 With such a situation, there is a question as 
to whether our earthly “house” can ever be set 
in order. From a human standpoint it is impossible. 
As King Solomon said: “That which is made 
crooked cannot be made straight, and that which 
is wanting cannot possibly be counted.” (Ec¬ 
clesiastes 1:15) But God, as a good householder, 
is interested in his “house” and the “guests” in it. 
Would not a sensible householder throw out those 
who damaged the property, and clean up his 
house for the benefit of guests who will appreciate 
it? Should we not expect God to do the same? 
—Revelation 11:18. 

20 How will the Creator clean up the earth, 
misused for centuries? Does he purpose to keep 
it clean? Is it possible for earth to become a 
permanent paradise-like ‘garden home’ for man? 


19, 20. (a) Can man hope to set matters straight in the earth 
for the good of all? (b) What is it reasonable that God, as a 
sensible householder, should do? 



Chapter 3 


A Paradise Home Ahead 



ORE and more the complaint is being heard 


JLtJL throughout the world that ‘man is turning 
the earth into a vast garbage dump/ Is that 
actually going to happen? 

2 In spite of all the damage caused by human 
greed and violence, this planet is still filled with 
beauty—lush valleys, snowcapped mountains, 
plunging waterfalls, palm-lined beaches and a 
grand variety of plant and animal life. Are we 
to imagine that the Maker of all of this will 
permit mankind to mismanage and misuse earth’s 
resources until this splendid planet becomes a 
lifeless sphere? Sound reasoning says No. What, 
then, does God have in mind for our earth? The 
material, visible, created things may tell us some¬ 
thing about earth’s Maker but they cannot tell 
us all we need to know. They cannot tell us what 
God’s purposes are for the future. What, or who, 
then, can tell us? 

8 In order to know, we need some revelation 
from the Maker himself. So that humans need 
not be in darkness regarding his purpose, the 
Almighty God, Jehovah, has provided a revela¬ 
tion in written form. It is found in the Bible. 
True, men wrote that book. But they acknowl- 

1-3. (a) Why is it not reasonable to suppose that man will be 
allowed to abuse the earth until it becomes a lifeless sphere? 
(b) Can man, by observing creation and by his own reasoning, 
discover why things are as they are, and what God’s purpose is? 
(Job 28:12-14, 28) (c) Where can we go to get an understanding 
of God and his purpose? (d) Is it reasonable to believe that 
God gave the Bible as a record of his thoughts and ways? 
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edged that what they recorded was not their 
own wisdom. One of the Bible writers, King David, 
declared: “The spirit of Jehovah it was that 
spoke by me, and his word was upon my tongue.” 
(2 Samuel 23:2) Surely it was no difficult thing 
for the Designer of the human brain to activate 
the mental processes of men in a way that enabled 
them to write down His thoughts. The Bible being 
the only ancient book even making the claim 
of having been inspired by earth’s Creator, Je¬ 
hovah God, no other source can give us any idea 
about what he has in mind for the earth and 
man upon it.—2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

JESUS’ PROMISE OF PARADISE 

* Words stated over nineteen centuries ago by 
an inspired man to a criminal clearly point to a 
grand future. That inspired man was Jesus, who 
is widely recognized as a prophet and one of 
the greatest teachers that ever lived. The Bible 
identifies him as the promised Messiah or Christ, 
the Son of God, who existed as a spirit person 
before his being born a human. (Matthew 16:13- 
16; Luke 1:30-33; Philippians 2:5-7) To the evil¬ 
doer Jesus Christ said: “You will be with me in 
Paradise.”—Luke 23:43. 

* This promise of Jesus Christ has been various¬ 
ly understood by Bible readers. Many Bible trans¬ 
lations quote Jesus as saying: “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
(Common Bible) In view of the punctuation, a 

4. What outstanding man pointed to a grand future for human¬ 
kind, and why should his words be believed? 

5, 6. (a) What has caused Jesus’ words at Luke 23:43 to be 
understood differently by various persons? (b) What gives us 
guidance as to how Jesus’ words to the evildoer are to be under¬ 
stood? 
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person might conclude that the evildoer would be 
with Jesus in a paradise that very day. It should 
be noted, however, that little or no punctuation 
appears in the original Greek text. This makes it 
necessary for the translator to choose the place¬ 
ment of punctuation. Hence the words may also 
be punctuated to read: ‘Truly I say to you today, 
you will be with me in Paradise.’ The thought 
thus conveyed points to the evildoer’s being with 
Jesus in Paradise at some future time. 

8 This understanding of Jesus’ words harmonizes 
with the rest of the Bible. That day, upon dying, 
Jesus did not go to heaven or to some intermediate 
place. He was dead in Hades,* gravedom, for 
three days (or parts thereof).—Matthew 27:62- 
66; Acts 2:24, 27. 

7 Moreover, the evildoer would have under¬ 
stood Jesus’ reference to "paradise” in harmony 
with the then current usage. And what was that? 

* For a full discussion of this word Hades, along with the 
corresponding Hebrew word Sheol, see the book Is This Life 
All There Is?, published by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
of New York, Inc., 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201. 


7. (a) How did the people understand the word "paradise” 
at the time Jesus Christ made his promise to the evildoer? 
(b) How can we prove that the man to whom Jesus spoke had 
no idea of going to a heavenly paradise? 

KjMGACn€rM?y committed and he was saying Jesus 
N HCO HTi MOyOTAW remember me whenever 

^OMC CtCTHN t you might come into the king- 

V.M coy y KAIt'MICN Ay dom of you and he said to 

TlUkMMM COf A€ru>CH him Amen to you 1 am saying to- 

M £ fOMM€ M ©V <£CN day, with me you will be 

^.Nru>riAfXA^ICUJ K±l in the paradise and 

Greek text of Luke 23:42, 43 from Vatican MS. 1209, 
with literal rendering, line for line, at the right 
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A paradise was a garden or park. The man was 
not a disciple of Jesus and so had no idea about 
a heavenly paradise. The books of the Bible 
available at that time did not hold forth to be¬ 
lievers the opportunity of living in the spirit 
realm with God, It was not until the coming of 
Jesus Christ that attention was drawn to the 
hope of life in the invisible heavens. (2 Timothy 
1:10} Though Jesus’ disciples heal'd him talking 
about the “kingdom of the heavens/’ even they 
did not grasp fully just what was meant. (Matthew 
13:24, 31, 33) Later, they asked the resurrected 
Jesus Christ: “Lord, are you restoring the king¬ 
dom to Israel at this time?” (Acts 1:6; compare 
the apostles’ earlier words to Jesus at John 16:17, 
18.) So they still thought in terms of the earth, 
expecting that Jesus would establish his kingdom 
in Jerusalem, Since Jesus’ own disciples did not 
fully comprehend heavenly things at that time, 
how, then, could the evildoer possibly imagine 
that Jesus was speaking about something other 
than an earthly paradise? 

s Jesus’ promise to the evildoer is in agreement 
with statements in the Bible that the earth was 
made for a purpose. God “did not create it simply 
for nothing, [but] formed it even to be inhabited/’ 
(Isaiah 45:18; Psalm 104:5} It would be un¬ 
reasonable to suppose that God, having spent cen¬ 
turies In preparing the earth with such cai*e, 
would destroy it or leave it a waste just because 
some people did not appreciate it. Really, the 

S. How was Jesus' promise to the evildoer in harmony with the 
Hebrew Scriptures, with which the Jews were generally ac¬ 
quainted? 
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earth itself has the potential for being a most 
delightful place to live. 

PARADISE-LIKE “NEW EARTH” FORETOLD 

9 It is of note that the concept of an earthly 
paradise was long known to Jesus’ fellow country¬ 
men, the Israelites. When they moved into the 
Promised Land, it appeared to them as a paradise. 
Jehovah, through Moses, described it as far more 
beautiful and productive than even the rich Nile 
Valley where they had lived, saying: 

10 “For the land to which you are going to take 
possession of it is not like the land of Egypt out 
of which you came, where you used to sow your 
seed and you had to do irrigating with your foot, 
like a garden of vegetables. But the land to which 
you are crossing to take possession of it is a land 
of mountains and valley plains. Of the rain of the 
heavens it drinks water; a land that Jehovah your 
God is caring for. The eyes of Jehovah your God 
are constantly upon it, from the beginning of the 
year to the close of the year.”—Deuteronomy 11: 
10 - 12 . 

11 In an earlier description of the land Moses 
had said: 

"Jehovah your God is bringing you into a good 
land, a land of torrent valleys of water, springs 
and watery deeps issuing forth in the valley plain 
and in the mountainous region, a land of wheat and 
barley and vines and figs and pomegranates, a land 
of oil olives and honey, a land in which you will not 
eat bread with scarcity, in which you will lack 
nothing, a land the stones of which are iron and 
out of the mountains of which you will mine cop¬ 
per.”—Deuteronomy 8:7-9. 

9-11. (a) Had the Jews had any experience with what virtually 
amounted to an earthly paradise? When? (b) How did Moses 
describe the land of Palestine as a delightful place to live? 
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12 Through his prophet Isaiah, God foretold long 
in advance that the nation of Israel would be 
taken by their enemies into exile for disobedience. 
Then their formerly paradise-like land would be¬ 
come desolate. But with this prophecy God did not 
leave the nation without hope, for he said: “I 
am creating new heavens and a new earth; . . . 
I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joyfulness 
and her people a cause for exultation.” (Isaiah 
65:17, 18) Here God was promising the restora¬ 
tion of Israel to the land of Judah, with Jerusalem 
again as capital. The “new heavens” would be, 
not new invisible heavens, but a governorship of 
the land of Judah in the hands of Zerubbabel of 
the tribe of Judah, a rulership over the land. 
The “new earth” was a repentant, cleansed, dis¬ 
ciplined people brought back to their desolated 
land, which they began to cultivate and to beautify. 
They restored the worship of Jehovah God there 
and rebuilt the temple at Jerusalem.—Ezra 3:1, 
2 , 10 . 

13 In their efforts to beautify the land of Judah 
to its former paradise-like state the Israelites 
received direct help from God, as indicated by 
Isaiah’s prophecy about their return. God prom¬ 
ised: “The wilderness and the waterless region 
will exult, and the desert plain will be joyful and 
blossom as the saffron.” (Isaiah 35:1, 2) Similarly, 
the psalmist said that, when the nation would 
be obedient to God, “Jehovah, for his part, will 
give what is good, and our own land will give 
its yield.”—Psalm 85:12. 

12. When the nation of Israel returned from exile, how did 
God provide there in the land of Judah “new heavens” and 
a “new earth”? 

13. What shows that God helped the restored Israelites in their 
efforts to bring about a paradise condition in their desolated 
land? 
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GLORIOUS '*NEW EARTH” AHEAD 

14 Does this prophecy about a “new earth” have 
anything to do with us today? Yes, it is a glimpse 
of what God will do for the whole earth. Centuries 
after Isaiah prophesied, the apostle Peter wrote 
to Christians scattered over the then-known 
earth, saying: “There are new heavens and a 
new T earth that we are awaiting according to his 
promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell/’ 
(2 Peter 3:13) This coming “new earth” society 
will therefore occupy a far larger area than that 
of ancient Judah, 

15 Moreover, the vision of the apostle John, re¬ 
corded in the Bible book of Revelation, leaves no 
doubt that, in final fulfillment, the “new earth” 
society will inhabit the entire globe. The apostle 
John writes: “I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; , , . 'Look! The tent of God is with man¬ 
kinds and he will reside with them, and they 
will be his peoples/” (Revelation 21:1-3) The 
expression “new heavens” has reference to God’s 
rule from heaven where his throne is located, 
(Matthew 5:34) In due time, mankind will prac¬ 
tice the true worship of God exclusively, and God’s 
favor, help and protection will be with them. The 
“new heavens” will extend blessings to humankind 
on a beautified earth,—Psalm 115:16, 

16 That this fine destiny for the earth is what 
God purposes is shown by his dealings with the 
human race. According to the Bible, the first 

14. What assurance do we have that the prophecies about 
the "new earth" have even greater meaning "to us today? 

15. What does the vision given to the apostle John reveal to 
us about the coming earthly paradise? 

16. 17, (a) How does the book of Genesis show that God's 
original purpose for man was everlasting life in a paradise? 
(b) How does God’s prophecy at Genesis 3:15 reveal that God 
did not abandon his purpose when Adam sinned? 
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man, Adam, was told that it would be only for 
disobedience that he would die. Therefore, if he 
had remained obedient, he would never have died. 
(Genesis 2:17; 3:19) He would have continued to 
live and the paradise garden would have con¬ 
tinued as the God-given home of perfect man. 
As Adam’s family grew they would gradually 
have spread the paradise into the land outside, 
under God’s direction. 

17 After Adam’s sin, God gave indication to 
Adam’s offspring that he had not abandoned his 
purpose toward the earth. He promised to bring 
forth a “seed,” an offspring who would be a 
liberator of mankind. (Genesis 3:15) Having this 
purpose towai'd the human race, God let Adam 
have children. They could live with this promise 
as their hope. 

18 Later, this hope of a future paradise was 
strengthened by the revelation to Abraham that 
the “seed” would come through his line of descent 

and would ‘bless all families 
of the earth.’ (Genesis 22: 
18) About eight hundred 
years farther down the 
stream of time, God told 
King David of Jerusalem 
that his offspring would 
sit on the throne forever. 
(2 Samuel 7:12, 13, 16) 
Everything pointed to one 

18 . (a) What later revelation 
showed that the promise of the 
“seed” would be of importance to 
mankind right here on earth? 
(b) Who would be the “seed,” and 
what authority would he have? 
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Men of faith looked forward to a government of God, 
In heaven, that would rule the earth 

son of David's line, superior to all previous kings 
of that line. This would be the Messiah (meaning 
“anointed one”) who would occupy the throne 
of David forever, (Psalm 45:6, 7; Galatians 3:16) 
The apostle Paul applies this prophecy to Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, born on earth in the line 
of David, Paul says of him: “God is your throne 
forever,” that is, God is the foundation and sup¬ 
port of Christ's throne for all time to come. 
—Hebrews 1:8, 9. 

19 Throughout the Psalms, written over a period 
of centuries, reference is repeatedly made to God's 
righteous rule over earth “to time indefinite” and 
“to time indefinite, even forever,” (Psalms 9:7, 
8; 10:16, 17; 29:10; 145:21) All these prophecies 
find fulfillment in the rulership of Jesus Christ, 


19. How do the Psalms make It sure to us that the paradise 
brought about through Christ the “seed” will endure forever? 
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whom God 
raised from the 
dead and ex¬ 
alted to the 
highest posi¬ 
tion next to 
himself. {Ephe¬ 
sians 1:20-22) 
That men will 
live forever in 
this paradise 
home, Psalm 
37:29 reveals 
by declaring: 
“The righteous 
themselves will 
possess the 
earth, and they will reside forever upon it” 

BEFORE FARABISE, A GUEANSED EARTH 

20 But the question arises, Just how will God 
ensure that there will be permanent peace on 
earth, so that the enjoyment of living will not 
be marred? Just as a man would begin the clean¬ 
ing up of his house by ousting bad tenants, God 
purposes to make way for permanent peace on a 
renewed earth by cleansing it of bad elements. 
He did this for ancient Israel when he drove out 
the corrupt Canaanite nations who had been in 
possession of the land so that Israel could possess 
it in peace.—Leviticus 18:24-27. 

21 Today, many people would like to see peace 

20. What example do we have to assure us that God will remove 
from the earth all elements that would be destructive of peace? 
2h Why T at the present time, is it impossible to have altogether 
righteous conditions, even though many people have that desire? 


ar 



God will clean oof of the earth 
all who do harm 
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and righteousness on earth. But the present sys¬ 
tem of things—dominated by powerful religious, 
political and commercial elements—has the peo¬ 
ple in a viselike grip. It is hard for people to do 
what is right. And the good news of God's pur¬ 
pose toward the earth is opposed by the clergy¬ 
men of the dominant religious systems, by grow¬ 
ing atheism and by the news and propaganda 
channels. The Bible says that the nations walk 
"in the unprofitableness of their minds, while 
they are in darkness mentally, and alienated from 
the life that belongs to God, because of the ig- 
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In a cleansed earth there will be enduring happiness 
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norance that is in them, because of the insensi¬ 
bility of their hearts."—Ephesians 4:17, 18; com¬ 
pare John 3:19. 

22 This system of things has covered the earth, 
as it were, with a blinding veil. But God promises 
to tear away that veil. Prophetically he said that 
he would destroy “the covering that is cast over 
all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.” 
—Isaiah 25:7, Revised Standard Version. 

23 Jesus Christ, as heavenly King, will bring 
about the end of this system of things in what 
is called in the Bible “the war of the great day 
of God the Almighty.” (Revelation 16:14) Those 
persons seeking to do what is right need not 
fear that war, for it will be selective, getting rid 
of those who do harm to their fellowman and 
who do not want to serve God. Through their 
selfishness and greed these wicked ones are “ruin¬ 
ing the earth,” hence they themselves must be 
brought to ruin.—Revelation 11:18; 2 Peter 2:9. 

24 So God promises to do away with the system 
of things that oppresses people. Along with this, 
God purposes also to clean out those who persist 
in misleading, defrauding and oppressing their 
fellowman. (Psalms 72:4; 103:6) As long as such 
“tenants” remain in God’s earthly “house” there 
cannot be peace and happiness for those who 
sincerely want it. There is no other way. The 
price of a paradise is the removal of these greedy 
ones. The rule is: “The wicked is a ransom for 

22. What does God promise to do in behalf of those who want 
to do what is right? 

23. (a) Why does a war have to be fought to clean up the 
earth? (b) Who do not need to fear that war, and why not? 

24. Why is there no other way to bring peace and happiness 
than by removing those greedy persons who persist in opposing 
their fellowman? 
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the righteous one,” Says the proverb: "The righ¬ 
teous is the one rescued even from distress, and 
the wicked one comes in instead of him*” That 
is, the wicked one, who has been causing distress, 
receives retribution, bringing relief from distress 
for the righteous one,—Proverbs 21:18; 11:8* 

25 This cleaning out of the present world system 
in which false religion, politics, commerce and 
materialism dominate will remove injustice and 
oppression. The Bible likens the agency used to 
a great windstorm: "Look! The windstorm of 
Jehovah, rage itself, will certainly go forth, even 
a whirling tempest. Upon the head of the wicked 
ones it will whirl itself. The anger of Jehovah 
will not turn back until he will have carried out 
and until he will have made the ideas of his heart 
come true. In the final part of the days you 
people will give your consideration to it with 
understanding.”—Jeremiah 23:19, 20. 

2y God's rule will then be undisputed in the 
earth. But will it bring in permanent happiness, 
without a reverting to disobedience and the ruin 
of paradise at a later time? The reason why its 
operation will be vastly superior to man-rule is 
a topic that deserves our attention next. 

25, 26. (a) To what does the Bible liken the cleanup of the 
earth? (i>) What question arises as to the permanence of the 
cleansed earth? 
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Do We Need 

Rulenhsp by God? 

W HEN you look around and see the many 
undesirable things going on all over the 
earth—sickness* injustice, crime, hatred and war 
—you may find it difficult to harmonize this with 
the idea that there is a supreme power governing 
the universe. 

s You might say, ‘If I were the Creator, I would 
do something about it now/ Many people show 
that they feel this way when they ask, ‘Why 
doesn't God do something? Does God care? 1 * 3 4 

3 But, assuming that you were powerful enough 
to put an immediate stop to all things causing 
trouble, would this make people happy? It would 
require you to make sweeping changes in all the 
systems and institutions of this world, in fact, a 
total change in the way that the world operates. 
It would demand drastic alterations in everyone's 
personal plans and ways of life. Would these forc¬ 
ible changes meet with a warm welcome by every¬ 
one? Hardly. People do not want to be forced 
into a way of life. As they say, they ‘want to do 
their own thing/ 

FREEDOM OF WILL ESSENTIAL 

4 For people to get along together in happiness 

1, 2, What may a person think when he sees the had conditions 

in the earth? 

3. If a man had the power to make forcible changes in this 
world, could he make people happy? 

4. 5. Are people happy if their lives are regulated in all things? 
Give an example. 
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a change of mind and heart is needed. This change 
cannot be brought about through the mere ex¬ 
ercise of power and authority. People must be 
willing to change, 

*For example, a man may be a loving father 
providing the necessities of life, along with some 
extras, for his son or daughter. But what if the 
father uses his authority to regulate every detail 
of the child’s life, even when the child becomes 
grown? True, the child may have an apparently 
secure life with no material needs. But will he 
(or she) be happy? No, Often we hear the com¬ 
plaint made by children of rich and powerful 
men: T want to live my own life, I prefer to make 
my own decisions. I may make some mistakes 
but at least my life would be real,’ Such persons 
thus show they actually feel insecure, in spite 
of all their apparent advantages. Total domination 
does not lead to human happiness, 

a God, who made mankind, knows that humans 
have this deep-rooted feeling. He made them “in 

6* Why, basically, do people want freedom to do as they see fit? 



A good father reasons with his son, realizing that the 
boy must make decisions. So God acknowledges the 
free will of his intelligent creatures 
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his image,” which includes having a generous 
measure of free will and choice. (Genesis 1:27) 
God could have made humans like automatons, 
constructed so that they could do no wrong. But 
he did not. Neither are they directed by built-in 
instinct, as are animals. God made men with 
their own free will and the desire to exercise it, 

T As a result, mankind cherishes freedom, some- 
times more than life itself. However, so that every 
human can take a wise course in his exercise of 
free will, God has provided guidance in the form 
of a conscience and, in addition, His own wise 
counsel and instructions. But God is not dictatorial. 
He does not force people into the course of action 
that he recommends. For this wise manner of 
dealing with us we should be really grateful, 
—Romans 2:4; 2 Peter 3:15. 

3 Many people feel that admitting God’s exis¬ 
tence and acknowledging his rule would be sure 
to conflict with their exercise of free will. There¬ 
fore they prefer human rulership, even thougli 
human rule brings its own restrictions, even hard¬ 
ships, They choose to tolerate man-rule rather 
than to seek God’s rulership. Why ? Because man- 
rule allows for a considerable measure of selfish¬ 
ness, It does not demand deep-seated internal 
changes—a making over of one’s personality. 
Man-rule does not require the bringing of one’s 
life into line with what is wholly right, as God’s 
rule encourages. If a person doubts this, ail he 
needs to do is to look about to see whether he 
finds real love of neighbor and a following of 

7. (a) What factor has God provided bo that people can exer¬ 
cise their free will wisely? (b) What qualities has Jehovah God 
displayed in not forcing men to obey him, as pointed out at 
Romans 2:4 and 2 Peter 3:15? 

8. Why do many people prefer man-rule to God’s rule? 
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clean, honest, upright principles in the everyday 
lives of the majority of mankind. 

9 However, even under man-rule, people have 
never been really content. And today people are 
getting more and more dissatisfied with all man¬ 
made forms of rule. This is evidenced by the 
many public demonstrations against certain gov¬ 
ernmental policies. It is manifested even more 
strongly in the internal upheavals, revolutions 
and changes in government around the world. Yet 
many people do not think of rulership by God 
as the way to genuine relief. Why? 

IS GOD “DEAD"? 

10 Some say, “God is dead,” that is, he is un¬ 
interested in man’s affairs and is indifferent, with 
no intention of asserting his authority. Never is 
this so! The amazing care, even to the smallest 
detail, that God displayed in forming the universe 
shows that he has intense interest in his creations 
and particularly in man ‘made in his image.’ 

11 When on earth his Son taught that believers 
should pray to God: “Let your kingdom come. 
Let your will take place, as in heaven, also upon 
earth.” (Matthew 6:10) He urged people to look 
to a time when God would exercise undisputed 
rulership over the earth. God himself spoke to 
some who doubted his interest in them and who 
questioned his “aliveness.” He made it clear to 
them by words and actions that “Jehovah is alive 

9. Though most people have chosen rulership by man, what 
does the evidence show as to whether they are happy and 
satisfied? 

10. What do persons mean who say “God is dead,” and what 
is one strong evidence that they are not correct? 

11. How do the words of Jesus Christ and of Jehovah himself 
show that God is interested in man’s affairs? 
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in truth, in justice and in righteousness!” 
—Jeremiah 4:2. 

12 Well, then, is God waiting for men to abandon 
man-rule and ask him to be their sole ruler? No. 
The nations will never willingly give their ruler- 
ship over to God. The Bible prophetically says: 
“Why have the nations been in tumult and the 
national groups themselves kept muttering an 
empty thing? The kings of earth take their stand 
and high officials themselves have massed together 
as one against Jehovah and against his anointed 
one [or, Christ], saying: ‘Let us tear their bands 
apart and cast their cords [all requirements and 
restrictions that God’s rule would bring] away 
from us!’ ”—Psalm 2:1-3. 

13 Jehovah declares: “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end.” (Revelation 22:13) Since Alpha and 
Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet, God means that when he begins a thing, 
he sees it through to its conclusion. Moreover, 
Bible history gives account after account in which 
God took a hand in the affairs of men. These acts 
manifested his keen interest in accomplishing 
what he wanted at the time. They were all steps 
toward fulfilling his purpose that his will be done 
on earth in his appointed time, as will be discussed 
later. 

14 Why is God’s rulership the one that we need? 
Because the rule of earth that can bring peace 
and harmony cannot come from any other source. 

12. Why is God not waiting for humankind to ask him to rule 
over them? 

13. (a) What does God mean when he says: “I am the Alpha 
and the Omega”? (b) Do we have evidence of God’s inter¬ 
vention in the affairs of humankind? 

14. How can we be sure that man-rule can never bring peace 
and happiness to earth? 
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No person or body of persons among men and 
women can exercise proper rule over humankind. 
In making the earth, it was not God’s purpose to 
have humans rule mankind. When the Israelites 
demanded a king like the other nations, God made 
it clear to them that this would lead to problems, 
including the loss of freedom. This proved to be 
the case, {1 Samuel 8:7-9) Even one of Israel’s 
kings, a man who devoted much time to a study 
of life and its problems, spoke of f man dominating 
man to Ms injury/ —Ecclesiastes 8:9, 

15 In the beginning, God gave man no authority 
to dominate or rule over other men, God told him 
to fi be fruitful and become many and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the 
fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the 
heavens and every living creature that is moving 
tipon the earth " (Genesis 1:28) But men have 
gone beyond this and assumed domination over 
other men and have fought for it, 

10 God’s wisdom in not giving men domination 
over one another can be seen by examining world 
history. As regards any earthly ruler, he may do 
well for a while, but the people’s interests general¬ 
ly become more and more unimportant to him as 
his rule continues. The saying Tower coiTUpts* 
is true, because in time a human ruler comes 
to take undue advantage of his authority. He 
usually becomes partial, favoring persons he likes, 
particularly those from whom he receives things, 
and this to the hurt of others. Often, those close 
to him deceive him as to the facts and prevent 

15. What was the extent of the dominion that God gave to man? 

16, 17. (a) How is God's wisdom manifest in his not giving 
men rulership over other men? (b) How did God's Inspired 
prophet express the reason why man is unable to rule over his 
fellowman? 




44 LIFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 

others from approaching him* Some of these fear 
tc bring the true state of affairs to his attention* 

11 Rulership over others is too much for any 
man. He gradually loses touch, not knowing what 
is going on at the “grass-roots” level of the com¬ 
mon people. The Bible accounts show that the 
very best of human rulers made serious mistakes* 
It is as the prophet said: “I well know, O Jehovah, 
that to earthling man his way does not belong* 
It does not belong to man who is walking even 
to direct his step.”—Jeremiah 10:23. 

GOD'S RULERSHIP THE ONEY SATISFACTORY ONE 

18 Not so, however, with the Almighty God* 
It is evident from the wisdom manifest in the 
universal creation that his scope of understanding 
is great. (Psalm 147:5) He has complete knowl¬ 
edge of every detail of creation and of every law 
governing it. (Isaiah 40:12-14) Reasoning leads 
us to conclude that a supreme power upholds, 
sustains and controls the material universe. Would 
not such a ruler be one to whom it would be 
wise to submit? 

is There is no partiality in the exercise of God's 
rulership, as is the case with earthly rulers. The 
opportunity to become his friend is open to all. 
He needs nothing from his creatures. He cannot 
be bribed, (Psalm 50:9-12) All are on the same 
level before him, for who can give the Creator 
anything? The apostle Paul asks: “Who has first 
given to him, so that it must be repaid to him?” 
—Romans 11:35, 

18. Why is rulership by God the only satisfactory one? 

19. In dealing with individuals, how is God outstandingly 
superior to human rulers? 
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From our birth God knows our 
traits and individual needs; 
he can provide the right kind 
of rulership for all mankind 


20 A proper rul¬ 
er over human¬ 
kind would have 
to know the hu¬ 
man makeup 
through and 
through. Of no 
one but Jehovah 
can it be said; 
“You have be¬ 
come familiar 
even with all my 
ways. For there is 
not a word on my 
tongue, but, look! 
0 Jehovah, you 
already know it 
all. Your eyes 
saw even the em¬ 
bryo of me, and 
in your book all 


its parts were 
down in writing, as regards the days when they 
were formed and there was not yet one among 
them.'—Psalm 139:3, 4, 18. 

n God is concerned with a?id interested in evei'y 
one of us t “The eyes of Jehovah are in every 
place, keeping watch upon the bad ones and the 
good ones,” says the inspired proverb, (Proverbs 
15:3; compare 2 Chronicles 16:9; 1 Peter 3:12.) 
To what extent can we rely on his care? Jesus 
Christ said: “Do not two sparrows sell for a coin 


20. Why is it only God as Ruler who can know what is alto¬ 
gether best for everyone? 

21. Show that God takes an interest, not merely in people as 
a whole, but in each individual 




46 UFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 

of small value? Yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground without your Father's knowledge. But 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Therefore have no fear: you are worth more 
than many sparrows/' (Matthew 10:29-31) Only 
the Creator knows the minds and hearts of men, 
“As for Jehovah, he sees what the heart is.” 
(1 Samuel 16:7) He alone knows what is needed 
to mold willing-hearted ones so that he can bring 
them into a state of unity and peace with him 
and with one another. 

22 ‘Why, then/ you may ask, 'does God let man 
exercise rulership? Why does He not assert His 
sovereign rule now , doing away with mankind's 
suffering, and establishing peace?' This he has 
certainly promised to do. But he has a time for 
it, no later, we can be sure, than is absolutely 
necessary. To those who thought God slow, the 
apostle Peter wrote: “Jehovah is not slow respect¬ 
ing his promise, as some people consider slowness, 
but he is patient with you because he does not 
desire any to be destroyed but desires all to attain 
to repentance/'—2 Peter 3:9. 

23 Peter also counseled: “However, let this one 
fact not be escaping your notice, beloved ones, 
that one day is with Jehovah as a thousand years 
and a thousand years as one day/' (2 Peter 3:8) 
Since Jehovah lives forever and is not bounded by 
time, he is different from humans, who have to 
accomplish their aims in a few short years. Be¬ 
cause of his limitless scope of view of the past, 
present and future, he can act at the most ap¬ 
propriate time, the time that will result in salva¬ 
tion and life to the greatest number of people. 


22, 23. What may be said in answer to the questions; ‘Why 
does not God take over rulership of the earth now? Is he slow? 1 
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And because of his power to resurrect the dead, 
any harm formerly done to them can be erased, 
reversed.—Luke 20:37, 38. 

21 Jehovah God as Ruler and Controller of the 
vast starry universe, in which the earth is a mere 
speck by comparison, is no less interested in this 
“speck.” He is concerned in exercising complete 
sovereign rule over his intelligent creatures in 
heaven and on earth, and in seeing to their hap¬ 
piness. To rule over intelligent, living creatures, 
to have them willingly and knowingly submit to 
his sovereignty, is much more glorifying to God 
and the splendor of his rulership than having 
the unintelligent, inanimate stars obey him in 
their courses. This kind of intelligent harmony he 
purposes to restore. (Psalm 66:3, 4) And in ac¬ 
complishing this, God will not do one thing more, 
or less, than is absolutely necessary. 

26 But what brought about disharmony and the 
need for God’s action to restore peace to the 
earth? The answer to this question also helps in 
answering many others, such as: ‘Why has wick¬ 
edness been permitted?’ ‘Why over such a long 
time?’ It is of greatest importance for us to get 
a correct and thorough understanding of this 
matter. Let us investigate it. 

24. (a) Is God, as Ruler of the vast universe, unconcerned 
about this comparatively insignificant planet? (b) Why is it 
of greater honor to God to have people obey him than it is to 
have the stars and planets operating according to his will? 

25. What is the important question that we should consider 
next? 



Chapter 5 


Why Has God Allowed 

Suffering on Earth? 

S CIENTIFIC evidence and the Bible testify that 
all humans sprang from one original pair. 
Then, after the Flood, three main branches of 
the human family were formed from the offspring 
of the three sons of Noah.—Genesis 3:20; 9:18,19. 

2 The apostle Paul said: “[God] made out of 
one man every nation of men, to dwell upon the 
entire surface of the earth.” (Acts 17:26) This 
man Adam and his wife, Eve, were created per¬ 
fect, as are all God’s works.—Deuteronomy 32:4; 
Genesis 2:18, 21-23. 

3 Adam was a son of God, a full-fledged member 
of God’s family, made only a little lower than 
angels. (Luke 3:38) Angels are spirit creatures 
greater in power and ability than humans. (2 Pe¬ 
ter 2:11) But nowhere does the Bible state that the 
angels have greater moral capacity. When Jesus 
Christ was on earth as a man, born of a woman, 
his moral integrity was equal to that of anyone 
in God’s universal family in heaven and on earth. 
—Psalm 8:4, 5; Hebrews 2:6-9; 7:26. 

4 How, then, did imperfection and its accompany¬ 
ing troubles, sickness and strife, come to be the 
lot of the human race? The Bible explains that, 

1, 2. How did the human race get its start, and what kind of 
start was it? 

3. How did Adam, at the time of his being created, compare 
with angels? 

4, 5. How did sickness, trouble and suffering come upon the 
entire human race? 


48 
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through no fault of their own, all humans since 
Adam and Eve have been born with imperfections. 
It declares: “Through one man sin entered into 
the world and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men because they had all sinned.” 
—Romans 5:12. 

5 According to the laws of genetics, children 
inherit tendencies and characteristics, as well as 
defects, from their parents. But how did perfect 
Adam become defective, imperfect, a sinner? Why 
have trouble and suffering been allowed since 
then? 


ADAM’S FINE POSITION 

® Adam was created in God’s image and likeness. 
(Genesis 1:26) This means that he had moral 
qualities and a capacity for spirituality. He could 
know and learn about God and could have a son- 
like relationship with God. He had reasoning 
powers and the faculty of conscience—a sense of 
right and wrong. Adam was able to represent God 
on earth, reflecting God’s glory—his fine attri¬ 
butes—to those who would be born. 

7 God was in communication with Adam, pos¬ 
sibly every day. According to Genesis 3:8, it was 
“about the breezy part of the day” that Adam 
and Eve “heard the voice of Jehovah God.” The 
reference to a specific period during the day 
suggests that this may have been the customary 
time for God to communicate with man. Yes, 
the Most High did take time to teach Adam as 
a newcomer on earth. (Genesis 1:28-30) This 
first man needed God’s help and instruction, so 
that he could come to exercise proper dominion 

6. In what way was Adam created ‘in God’s image and likeness’? 

7. (a) How did God provide for Adam’s need as a newcomer 
on earth? (b) How should Adam have responded? 
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over the lower creation. Adam had full capacity 
for spiritual development and for cultivating love. 
He could become stronger in appreciation and 
love for his Creator as he progressed in learning. 
(1 John 4:7, 8) He could establish an ever closer 
relationship with Him. 

8 The Bible does not state how long a period 
of time God occupied in giving his son instruction. 
But it was essential that Adam learn, among the 
first things, about plant life and animal life, since 
he weis to be the expert cultivator, and instructor 
of his children in the art of gardening and caring 
for domestic animals. (Genesis 2:15, 19) This 
obviously could take some time. 

* Adam dwelt in the Edenic garden home that 
God had made for him. It was likely a large area 
around which Adam could travel. Thus, Adam 
could observe the animals in their habitat, in 
whatever way God would facilitate this. AdEim 
could then name them according to their traits 
and characteristics. There was no need for haste. 
—Genesis 2:8, 19, 20. 

10 While Adam could solve problems that would 
arise within the scope of his knowledge, he would 
have to look to God as the Designer and Director 
eis to just how he weis to ‘subdue the earth.’ The 
uncultivated earth outside the garden of Eden 
would have to be made “home” for billions of 
persons to come. And just as a builder follows the 
blueprints of the architect, so man would need to 
follow God’s wise direction faithfully in order to 
fashion earth for beauty and for the greatest 

8. Why was it essential that Adam learn much about plant and 
animal life? 

9. What assignment did God give Adam, according to Genesis 
2:19, 20, and how was Adam able to carry it out properly? 

10. With the training that Adam received, what would Adam 
be able to do, but what care was he to exercise? 
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comfort and 
enjoyment to 
the human 
race.—Luke 
16:10. 

11 How did 
Adam do as to 
the things with 
which God had 
blessed him? 
For a time he 
did well, in¬ 
structing his 
wife just els he 
had learned 
from God. (Compare Genesis 2:16, 17 with Gen¬ 
esis 3:2, 3.) By reason of his Creatorship, Jehovah 
was their God. To continue in proper relationship 
to God, Adam and Eve needed to lean upon and 
obey him as Sovereign Ruler. As they would 
expand their family to cover the earth, subjection 
to God’s rulership would be essential for order 
and harmony. Adam and Eve could teach and 
train their children, so that they, in turn, might 
bring glory to God. 

‘THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE’ 

12 God had told Adam that he could eat freely 
of every tree of the garden except for the tree 
of the knowledge of good and bad. (Genesis 2:17) 
Everlasting life was set before this couple and 
their offspring, conditioned only on their obe- 

11. How did Adam carry out his responsibility at first, and what 
duties were ahead of him? 

12. What prospect did Adam and Eve have, according to Genesis 
2:17? 



With instruction from God, Adam 
learned how to exercise dominion 
over the animals 
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dience. It would be a disgrace upon God's entire 
family in heaven and on earth for Adam to be so 
disrespectful as to disobey God. 

13 God had given Adam everything for his en¬ 
joyment. Adam himself did not make the earth 
to produce the fine things to eat He did not 
create his beautiful companion Eve. He did not 
make his own body, with the faculties that en¬ 
abled him to enjoy the things he had. But, while 
Adam loved and enjoyed the fine life he had 
been kindly given, he did not follow through in 
an obedient way. 

14 Eventually Adam came to put his supposed 
interests above those of his heavenly Father. He 
thought more of his immediate desires than of 
the family of God and the offspring that he was 
to have. Even imperfect humans despise a man 
who is a traitor to his family and who sells his 
own children into slavery and death. And that 
is what Adam did,—Romans 7:14. 

15 Of what did Adam's sin consist? It was in 
connection with the “tree of the knowledge of 
good and bad.” Much conjecture has been put 
forward about this tree. Was it a real tree? What 
was the “knowledge” and the “good and bad”? 
Why would God put such a tree in the garden? 

16 The Bible indicates that the tree was real, 
speaking of it as one among the fruit trees of 
the garden. (Genesis 2:9) What was the “knowl¬ 
edge” that the tree represented? The Catholic 
Jerusalem Bible makes a pertinent comment, in 
a footnote on Genesis 2:17: 

13, 14. (a) Why was it entirely right and proper that Adam 
obey God? (b) What did Adam fail to do with respect to the 
good things he had, and what attitude did he develop? 

15, 16. (a) Was the “tree of the knowledge of good and bad" 
a real tree? (b) What other questions arise concerning this tree? 
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17 “This knowledge is a privilege which God re¬ 
serves to himself and which man, by sinning, is to 
lay hands on, [Genesis] 3:5, 22. Hence it does not 
mean omniscience, which fallen man does not pos¬ 
sess; nor is it moral discrimination, for unfallen 
man already had it and God could not refuse it to a 
rational being. It is the power of deciding for him¬ 
self what is good and what is evil and of acting 
accordingly, a claim to complete moral indepen¬ 
dence by which man refuses to recognise his status 
as a created being. The first sin was an attack on 
God’s sovereignty, a sin of pride.” 

18 The tree was, in effect, symbolic of the 
boundary—the line of demarcation—or the limit 
of man’s proper domain. It was right and proper, 
yes, essential, that God inform Adam of that 
boundary. For a perfect man to eat of that tree 
would require the deliberate assent of his will. It 
would indicate the determination made before¬ 
hand that he would withdraw himself from sub¬ 
jection to God’s rulership, to go out on his own, 
doing what was “good” or “bad” according to 
his own decisions. 

GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY CHALLENGED 

19 So man went in a way independent of God. 
God did not interfere with Adam’s free will. But 
Adam’s wrong choice brought him and his chil¬ 
dren into all kinds of troublesome, humanly un- 
solvable problems.—Romans 1:28. 

"Moreover, there was more to the issue than 
the mere rebellion of Adam and his wife. The 

17. According to a footnote in the Catholic Jerusalem Bible, 
what was the “knowledge” that the tree stood for? 

18. (a) Of what was the tree symbolic? (b) For a perfect man 
to sin by eating of the ‘tree of knowledge’ what decision would 
he first make? 

19. What did Adam’s willful sin bring upon himself and his 
children, in harmony with the principle at Romans 1:28? 

20. How did Adam’s wrong act raise a question that included 
all mankind? 
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rebellion of the earthly son of God raised the 
question: Would anyone within God’s earthly 
family, using his free will, choose to be loyal to 
God’s rulership, and would any stay loyal to God 
under pressure, or under the temptation of gain¬ 
ing something for himself by disobedience? So 
the integrity, the faithfulness, of every man and 
woman to be brought into existence would be a 
matter of doubt in the minds of all God’s crea¬ 
tures in heaven and on earth. 

21 This question was, however, subsidiary or 
secondary to a far greater one—a challenge re¬ 
garding the rightfulness of God’s sovereignty or 
rulership —as was illustrated by developments 
some 2,500 years later. An illustration of the issue 
involved is found in what happened in real life 
to the man Job, a record of which was preserved 
for our benefit. 

22 The book of Job reveals that a heavenly angel 
of God was the promoter of the challenge. He 
appeared before the Most High, insolently accus¬ 
ing God’s devoted servant Job, saying that his 
loyalty to God was based solely on selfishness. 
God allowed this spirit son to bring a test of great 
adversity upon Job. Even though Job proved 
faithful under the test, the rebel still accused Job 
of having a bad heart. Jehovah said to him: “Have 
you set your heart upon my servant Job, that 
there is no one like him in the earth, a man 
blameless and upright, fearing God and turning 
aside from bad? Even yet he is holding fast his 
integrity [blamelessness, faithfulness to God], al- 

21. The sin of Adam raised what issue far greater than the 
question of human integrity? 

22. How does the book of Job show that the integrity and 
loyalty of every human were actually made a subject of con¬ 
troversy? 
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though you incite me against him to swallow him 
up without cause.” The angel answered: “Skin in 
behalf of skin, and everything that a man has 
he will give in behalf of his soul. For a change, 
thrust out your hand, please, and touch as far 
as his bone and his flesh and see whether he will 
not curse you to your very face.”—Job 2:2-5. 

23 God let Job be tested, knowing that he would 
remain faithful. And Job did not actually lose by 
suffering for a while. For, at the end of the test, 
God rewarded Job beyond anything he had for¬ 
merly enjoyed, including 140 more years of life. 
—Job 42:12-16; compare Hebrews 11:6. 

24 This glimpse of an invisible heavenly occur¬ 
rence helps us to see the real issue as to God's 
allowance of evil. The challenging angel, known 
as Satan the Devil, was actually the instigator 
of the rebellion. Nonetheless, the first human pair, 
who took the side of Satan when he first set the 
challenge in motion, were willfully at fault, with¬ 
out excuse. 

25 God had given Adam all the necessary in¬ 
struction and opportunities to become fully 
equipped to stand loyally by God, for God would 
never leave a servant of His open to an attack 
for which he had no defense. (1 Corinthians 
10:13) Consequently, Adam, being perfectly free 
to exercise his will, could have stood firm and 
demonstrated loyalty and faithfulness. There were 
no factors beyond his control to make him sin, 

23. What was the result to Job for holding fast to faithfulness 
under severe suffering? 

24. (a) Who, actually, was the instigator and promoter of the 
rebellion against God? (b) Were Adam and Eve therefore 
excusable? 

25. 26. (a) Since it was Satan the Devil who attacked Adam 
as to his loyalty to God, did God unfairly leave Adam open 
to attack? (b) What may have been Satan’s reasoning, as he 
set about to attack Eve? 
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as is the case with imperfect mankind today. His 
sin was entirely willful and deliberate. 

26 Nevertheless, God’s adversary, the rebellious 
spirit son, sought an opportunity to initiate re¬ 
bellion in the universe. He wanted to use Adam 
and Eve as instruments to promote his challenge 
of God’s rulership. The Bible account tells us how 
he attacked the woman first. Satan had confidence 
that, having overcome Eve, he would be able to 
put great pressure upon Adam. 

REBELLION AGAINST GOD 

27 How was the challenge to God’s rulership, 
that Satan had in mind, actually set in motion? 
The Bible account reports that a lowly beast of 
the field, a serpent, spoke to Eve. Of course, an 
animal cannot speak of itself. Satan the Devil was 
actually the speaker, using the serpent. Because 
of this deception and the use of the serpent, God 
called him “the original serpent [deceiver].” 
(Revelation 12:9) Jesus pointed out that Satan 
was the instigator of the challenge to God’s sov¬ 
ereignty when he said that the Devil was “the 
father of the lie” and a manslayer from the be¬ 
ginning of his rebellious course in Eden. (John 
8:44) The Bible record of this first lie and the 
rebellion reads: 

28 ‘‘Now the serpent proved to be the most cau¬ 
tious of all the wild beasts of the field that Jehovah 
God had made. So it began to say to the woman: 

‘Is it really so that God said you must not eat from 
every tree of the garden? 1 At this the woman said 

27. Though a serpent spoke to Eve, how do we know that the 
serpent was really only the instrument of the Devil? 

28. Prom the account in Genesis 3:1-5: (a) How did Satan’s 
question to Eve imply that God had held back something from 
her that she should have? (b) Was Eve ignorant of God’s law 
about not eating from the ‘tree of knowledge’? 
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to the serpent: ‘Of the fruit of the trees of the gar¬ 
den we may eat. But as for eating of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, God 
has said, “You must not eat from it, no, you must 
not touch it that you do not die.” ’ At this the ser¬ 
pent said to the woman: ‘You positively will not 
die. For God knows that in the very day of your 
eating from it your eyes are bound to be opened 
and you are bound to be like God, knowing good 
and bad.’ ”—Genesis 3:1-5. 

29 Previous to this time the woman had obeyed 
the injunction not to eat of the ‘tree of knowledge' 
to which the serpent referred. She had all manner 
of food to eat and was in no need. She understood 
that to eat from the tree would bring bad results. 
Not that the fruit was poison, but God had said 
that eating it would bring his judgment of death. 
Now, if a person in the woods sees certain plants, 
such as poison ivy, or certain trees the fruit of 
which is dangerous to eat, is he attracted or im¬ 
pelled to touch, take and eat of them? No, there 
is no such attractiveness. This was the way with 
Eve. But Satan's lie now gave that tree attractive¬ 
ness. She believed his words, spoken through a 
lowly snake, above those of her Creator. We read: 

30 “Consequently the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food and that it was something to be 
longed for to the eyes, yes, the tree was desirable 
to look upon. So she began taking of its fruit and 
eating it.”—Genesis 3:6. 

EVE DECEIVED 

31 Why was Eve not dumbfounded, and why did 
she not flee when the serpent, surprisingly, spoke 
to her? The Bible does not say. It is possible that 

29, 30. In what way did Eve regard the fruit of the ‘tree of 
knowledge’ before Satan lied, and how did she view it after 
the lie? 

31. What may have been Eve’s reasoning as the serpent spoke 
to her? 



58 LIFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 

she saw the serpent at the tree, and its actions 
may have attracted her attention. She knew that 
it was a most cautious animal. So the serpent may 
have appeared very wise, and when it spoke it 
seemed to have special wisdom. 

82 In any case, the lie spoken through this 
animal convinced her that she would not die upon 
her eating of the fruit. Instead she believed she 
would gain special powers—to be like God, free 
and independent to judge for herself what course 
to take. She would not be dependent upon or 
subject to anyone. Certainly she abandoned sub¬ 
jection to her husband, who had stated God’s 
command to her. She went ahead and took the 
fruit without consulting him. 

83 That is why the apostle Paul stressed sub¬ 
missiveness on the part of the Christian woman. 
He pointed out that Eve, in thinking she was 
achieving absolute independence, was actually 
doing the very opposite and bringing the greatest 
trouble upon herself. She tried to do that for 
which she was not fitted. Paul said: “Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman was thoroughly 
deceived and came to he in transgression 
—1 Timothy 2:11-14. 

ADAM’S LACK OF FAITH 

84 Since Adam was not deceived, what impelled 
him to join his wife in the rebellion? He let his 
desire for his wife, Eve, take priority over his 

32, 33. (a) What freedom did Eve think eating the fruit would 
give her? (b) How was Eve, in running ahead of her husband, 
actually losing freedom? 

34, 35. (a) Adam not being deceived, why did he enter into 
the rebellion? (b) Why was the problem raised by Eve’s sin a 
greater one for Adam than his everyday problems of taking care 
of the garden of Eden, and how did he demonstrate weakness 
of faith? 
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relationship with God. So when he saw his wife, 
he took the fruit from her.—Genesis 3:6. 

35 The Bible does not record the words that 
passed between Adam and Eve. But here a most 
serious problem was thrown suddenly ‘into his 
lap.’ Adam may have had problems to work out 
in connection with his dominion over animals and 
cultivating the garden, but this situation with 
Eve was something that reached right into his 
heart and tested his loyalty. He may have won¬ 
dered: ‘Why does such a thing have to happen 
so suddenly and shockingly to me, in the midst 
of a happy life? Why did God let this occur?’ 
His faith in God was tested. He should have shown 
superior love for God. He should have known that 
God would stand by him.—Psalm 34:15. 

38 Certainly God would have taken care of his 
son Adam had Adam proved loyal. He would have 
worked out matters to Adam’s complete happi¬ 
ness. (Compare Psalm 22:4, 5.) But Adam did 
not exercise this faith. Furthermore, he tried to 
excuse himself, saying: “The woman whom you 
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree and so I ate.”—Genesis 3:12. 

31 Adam’s self-excusing reply blamed the woman 
as the guilty one. But Adam was fully responsible, 
and, as head of his household, he was the one 
with whom God dealt directly. He was repre¬ 
hensible. Actually, Adam took the course described 
at James 1:13-15: 

38 “When under trial, let no one say: *1 am being 

tried by God.’ For with evil things God cannot be 

36, 37. (a) How, In addition to lack of faith, did Adam reveal 
that he was self-excusing? (b) But was he fully responsible 
for his rebellion? 

38. How does James 1:13-15 describe the process by which the 
perfect humans Adam and Eve came to sin? 
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tried nor does he himself try anyone. But each one 
is tried by being drawn out and enticed by his own 
desire. Then the desire, when it has become fertile, 
gives birth to sin; in turn, sin, when it has been 
accomplished, brings forth death.” 

ENTIRE HUMAN RACE HURT 

s9 Adam thereby became a sinner. According 
to the meaning of the Hebrew word for “sin” he 
‘missed the mark.’ He could no longer measure up 
to perfect standards. He died spiritually and also 
began to die physically in that day. Adam now 
had a lack, a moral weakness that also affected 
him physically, for “the sting producing death is 
sin.” (1 Corinthians 15:56) Adam’s spirituality 
being ruined, his mental workings were unbal¬ 
anced, and this contributed toward unbalance and 
deterioration of his physical body. Adam had to 
die. (Genesis 3:19) He could not pass on full 
strength morally or physically to his children, for 
he no longer had it to give. Consequently, “all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
which Adam had once reflected in his perfection. 
—Romans 3:23. 

40 Being a sinner, Adam had no right to enjoy 
communion with Jehovah God. He had no right 
to live any longer in the paradise garden. God 
then evidently spoke to his firstborn heavenly 
Son. This Son had been used by Jehovah in the 
creative work. (Colossians 1:13, 15, 17) Jehovah 
said: “ ‘Here the man has become like one of us 

39. (a) In what way did Adam die “in the day” he sinned? 
(Genesis 2:17) (b) How did his loss of spirituality affect him 
physically, and also affect his children? 

40. (a) Why did Jehovah God put Adam out of the garden 
of Eden after Adam sinned? (b) What similar action is taken 
by Christian congregations today, as shown at 1 Corinthians 
5:11-13? 
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in knowing good and bad, and now in order that 
he may not put his hand out and actually take 
fruit also from the tree of life and eat and live 
to time indefinite,—’ With that Jehovah God put 
him out of the garden of Eden to cultivate the 
ground from which he had been taken.” (Genesis 
3:22, 23) Similarly today, the Scriptures com¬ 
mand that a bad or immoral person who is 
unrepentant must be disfellowshiped from com¬ 
munion and association with the Christian con¬ 
gregation.—1 Corinthians 5:11-13. 

41 What did all of this mean for the human 
race? The result was inherited weakness. And 
yet no person can rightly blame all the bad 
things he does on this fact, for, actually, all may 
sin willfully and so bear individual responsibility. 
In the human race sin has multiplied, so that its 
extreme badness—with all the pains and sorrow 
it brings—has been manifest. Sin has ruled like 
a king over humankind, permeating nearly all 
thoughts and actions; there is an ingrained selfish¬ 
ness.—Romans 5:14. 

GOD’S REACTION TO THE CHALLENGE 

42 Happily, because of God’s undeserved kind¬ 
ness and his love for the human race, he did not 
abandon mankind so that they would go per¬ 
manently into extinction. Think, however, of the 
position in which God was placed: His rulership, 
his sovereignty, was challenged as to its rightful¬ 
ness, its righteousness and deservedness. Accord¬ 
ing to the Devil, Jehovah was not ruling through 
love. He claimed that the reason why God’s intel- 

41. Since everyone inherited weakness, can anyone blame all 
his bad acts on this fact? (Romans 3:23; 5:12) 

42. (a) What was challenged with regard to God’s rulership or 
sovereignty? (b) What was the Devil’s contention or argument 
about this? 
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ligent creatures were obedient was not that they 
loved God’s rulership and preferred it above all 
others. No, he held that God’s sovereignty derived 
its support from others only as the result of His 
giving every good thing to those obeying Him— 
that He ruled, in effect, by a form of bribery. 
(Job 1:9-11) Moreover, the Devil charged that 
God was keeping something from His creatures 
that they had a right to have. One of these with¬ 
held things was complete, separate independence 
from Him, the right to act just as they please. 
—Genesis 3:5. 

43 God knew that his rulership was right. He 
could have destroyed the Devil then and there. 
But this would not have settled the issue that 
had been raised. For Satan’s challenge, supported 
by Adam and Eve, not only slandered God’s name 
and government; it also put a shadow on the 
name of every intelligent person in the universe. 
So, for the sake of his own name as king, and 
for the sake of all his family of faithful persons 
living then and in the future, God permitted wick¬ 
edness to continue for a limited time. 

44 If God had put Adam and Eve to death im¬ 
mediately, none of us who have lived on earth 
would ever have been born. Even though Adam 
and Eve had turned bad, God knew that not all 
their descendants would do so. Many would serve 
God through all the tests that the Devil could 
bring. God therefore allowed Satan, as an outlaw, 
to continue, and he permitted Adam and Eve to 
bring forth children. Many of their descendants 

43. Why did the Almighty God not destroy the Devil then and 
there, but permit wickedness to continue for a time? 

44. (a) Where would we who are living be today if God had 
put Adam and Eve to death immediately? (b) What confidence 
did God have in men who would come to be born, and has this 
confidence proved to be justified? 
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have proved faithful, as the Bible record testifies. 
—Hebrews, chapter 11. 

45 Even though conditions have been adverse, 
humanity has, for the most part, been happy to 
enjoy a measure of life. Actually, few persons have 
suffered for more than a comparatively few years 
of their lives. So in spite of hardships, most people 
are glad that they have been bom. However, Je- 

45. (a) In God’s allowance of wickedness, who has suffered for 
the longest time? (b) Who really has benefited from God’s 
permission of wickedness for a time? 



When a court case has been fairly tried, 
the ruling sets a precedent. In like manner, when the 
supreme court of heaven decides the universal issue, 

all creation will benefit 
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hovah God has tolerated these bad things, ob¬ 
serving wickedness and suffering, for about 6,000 
years. As a Father to his universal family, this 
has grieved him. (Compare Psalm 78:40.) He had 
the power to stop wickedness at any time, but 
held back for a purpose, not for his personal 
benefit, but for that of intelligent creatures of the 
universe now and for all time to come. (Luke 
18:7, 8; Job 35:6-8) World history and the Bible 
indicate that the issue is near to its time of 
complete settlement. 

4C There was a legal reason for God’s action. 
For example, when a case has been carried to 
the Supreme Court of the land and there argued 
out and fully decided, the Supreme Court’s ruling 
stands as a precedent for deciding that same ques¬ 
tion in all individual cases thereafter. So, too, this 
universal issue, settled in the Supreme Court of 
heaven, will serve as a precedent. Never again will 
wickedness, with its attendant suffering, be al¬ 
lowed to disturb the universe. We are given a 
view of Jehovah’s Court at Daniel 7:9, 10. 

47 God has therefore permitted wickedness and 
suffering for the settlement of the issue of his 
universal sovereignty. And in settling the issue, 
God has also made provision for lifting the human 
race out of its sad condition. This provision will 
erase all the harm done by the rule of sin as king 
over the human race. How God has made this 
provision is the interesting subject for our con¬ 
sideration in Chapter 6. 

46. What benefit will be gained by letting the issue of God’s 
rulership be fully tested out, even though it has taken about 
6,000 years? 

47. Along with settling the universal issue of the rightness of 
his sovereignty, what else has God provided? 



Chapter 6 


God Comes 

to Mankind's Rescue 

J EHOVAH GOD, in harmony with the dignity 
of his universal rulership, works out seemingly 
impossible problems in a marvelous way* And 
after seeing the outcome, we say, 'It just couldn't 
have been done in any other way and have been 
so thorough, righteous and altogether good/ (See 
Isaiah 55:9,) So, as the Bible shows, at the very 
time that the challenge to the rightness of his 
rule was made, God revealed that he would come 
to the rescue of the human race when he an¬ 
nounced: “He [the seed] will bruise you [Satan] 
in the head/' (Genesis 3:15) As time went on, 
God would let men see the outworking of his 
purpose, 

2 Who particularly would be designated by God 
to be the “seed," eventually to crush Satan's head? 
Jehovah's only-begotten Son! He was chosen as 
the one to serve for the primary settlement of 
the issue regarding the worthiness and righteous¬ 
ness of Jehovah's rulership or sovereignty. Why 
this great one who was so close to Jehovah's 
heart? Well, when Satan made his challenge it 
called into question the loyalty of all persons in 
the universe, right up to this Son of God, More 
than that, the question of loyalty would focus 
more on him than on any other one of God's crea- 

1, What confidence can we have that God will come to the 
rescue of the human race? 

2, 3. (a) Who was designated by Jehovah God to be the prom¬ 
ised "seed”? <b) For what reasons was he the logical one to 
be chosen? 
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tures, because he was the chief Son of Jehovah, 
next to Him in the universe. He had been co¬ 
worker with God in making the universe. (Colos- 
sians 1:15-17) A challenger of God could say, ‘Of 
all the creatures who would be faithful in serving 
God, he should be.’ So Satan’s challenge brought 
this mighty Son of God into the limelight. 

3 Furthermore, in the Pi'overbs, chapter eight, 
this Son, personified as wisdom, says, speaking 
of God’s creative work: “The things I was fond 
of were with the sons of men.” (Vs. 31) He deeply 
loved mankind. He gladly took this assignment 
to vindicate his Father, first out of loyalty to Him 
and, additionally, out of the love that he had for 
mankind. 

4 Now, in Jehovah God’s love for humankind, 
could he condone the wickedness that Satan, along 
with Adam, had brought into the universe? Could 
God say to any sinning individual, ‘Well, I like 
you and want to show you mercy, so I’ll just 
overlook your sin’? In harmony with his justice 
and righteousness he could not ignore sin and let 
it go unaccounted for. If he should do this, he 
would be undermining the foundation of his gov¬ 
ernment.—Psalm 89:14. 

'We have an example of the results of being 
“soft” with, and, in effect, condoning lawlessness, 
in some nations of earth today. They have in 
many cases been slack and not zealous to act 
against wrongdoers Criminals have been let run 
loose. The result has been that people lose faith 
in the governments and everything finally breaks 
down. The Universal Ruler will not let that take 
place with his laws. 


4. Why could God not ignore sin or let it go unaccounted for? 

5. What happens to government when lawlessness is condoned 
or lawbreakers are allowed to get by with their lawbreaking? 
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6 Accordingly, Jehovah the Universal Sovereign, 
in his responsibility to uphold law and order in 
the universe, does not overlook sin. “God is not 
one to be mocked.” (Galatians 6:7) At Habakkuk 
1:13, the prophet says to Jehovah: “You are too 
pure in eyes to see what is bad; and to look on 
trouble you are not able. Why is it that you look 
on those dealing treacherously?” Only for a good 
purpose and for a relatively short time has he 
let wrongdoing take place. Really, the way that 
God has decided on is the only way that he can 
genuinely help mankind. 

A LEGAL PROBLEM 

1 Adam had sold his future offspring, without 
their consent, into slavery to sin and death. The 
price he received for the “sale” was the selfish 
doing of what he wanted to do, stepping out in 
rebellion against God. (Romans 7:14) Man’s help¬ 
lessness in getting free from enslavement to 
death is expressed in the forty-ninth Psalm, verses 
six to nine: “Those who are trusting in their 
means of maintenance, and who keep boasting 
about the abundance of their riches, not one of 
them can by any means redeem even a brother, 
nor give to God a ransom for him; (and the re¬ 
demption price of their soul is so precious that 
it has ceased to time indefinite) that he should 
still live forever and not see the pit.” The price 
was too precious, too high, beyond the reach of 
all mankind. As far as imperfect man’s ability 
was concerned, relief was so far away that it was 
“to time indefinite,” actually beyond hope. So, 

6. How do the prophet Habakkuk and the apostle Paul point 
out that God does not overlook sin? 

7. (a) How did Adam “sell” humankind into slavery to sin and 
death? (b) How does Psalm 49:6-9 express man's helplessness 
to deliver himself? 
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if man was ever to be delivered, God had to act 
to make provision.—Compare Psalm 79:9. 

8 In order to have dealings with those who were 
born in sin, though it was through no fault of 
their own, God had to have some legal basis on 
which to deal with them. (Psalm 51:5; Romans 
5:12) Otherwise, all men would have to die for¬ 
ever, since God's law required that sinners be 
removed from the universe. Only the sacrifice of 
another man, a perfect one, as a “precious” price, 
could buy back what Adam had lost.—1 Timothy 
2:5, 6. 

9 Accordingly, Jehovah needed someone—one 
whose sacrifice would be the legal basis—through 
whom he could deal. Just as a human government 
could not properly negotiate with criminals, so 
Jehovah God could not deal directly with sinful 
people and still maintain the dignity and righ¬ 
teousness of his government. 

10 By establishing this legal basis, Jehovah 
would be able to demonstrate the rightness of 
his universal rulership, showing also the extreme 
badness of sin. At the same time he could show 
mercy to humans. The apostle Paul expresses it: 

11 “For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, and it is as a free gift that they are 
being declared righteous by his undeserved kind¬ 
ness through the release by the ransom paid by 
Christ Jesus. God set him forth as an offering for 
propitiation through faith in his blood. This was 
in order to exhibit his own righteousness, because 
he was forgiving the sins that occurred in the past 
while God was exercising forbearance; so as to 

8, 9. In order to maintain the dignity and righteousness of 
his government, what did Jehovah God have to do to help 
humankind? 

10, 11. In forgiving sins and declaring people righteous, how 
did God demonstrate (a) his own righteousness and justice? 
(b) the badness of sin, and his own mercy? 
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exhibit his own righteousness in this present season, 
that he might be righteous even when declaring 
righteous the man that has faith in Jesus.”—Ro¬ 
mans 3:23-26. 

12 We could illustrate, from everyday life, the 
reasonableness and legality of God’s dealings. Say 
that a man, a householder, has an upright, clean, 
obedient family. He knows of a young man in 
jail, with a large fine against him, for some wrong 
that he has done. This young man has been in 
bad company and has learned bad ways. However, 
the man believes that he can help the prisoner 
and eventually rehabilitate him. In justice to 

12. What problems confront a man who desires mercifully to 
bring an “undesirable” into his family as a member? (Romans 
5:8) 



Before welcoming a wayward young stranger as a 
member of his household, the man of the house would 

want him to get cleaned up 
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himself and his clean, respectable family, he can¬ 
not bring him immediately into his home and 
make his family associate with the young man in 
this condition. What, then, can he do to help? 

13 The man could get a friend to pay the fine 
that would release the court’s judgment against 
the prisoner and get the court to give him custody. 
After proper training and discipline of the young 
man the friend could turn him over to the house¬ 
holder in a condition of rehabilitation, so that he 
could be accepted as a clean, respectable member 
of the household. Thus all legal requirements 
would be fully met. The householder would have 
been completely just and righteous in his dealings, 
and mercy would have been shown to the young 
man. 

14 Actually, God deals with the human family 
through his Son, Jesus Christ, who acts as Je¬ 
hovah’s representative in the matter. Those obe¬ 
dient to God’s arrangement come to have a legal 
standing with Him. They are redeemed and rec¬ 
onciled or brought into harmony with God. 
(Colossians 1:13, 14, 20) They gain a personal 
relationship and are able to call upon Him as 
"Father.”—Matthew 6:9. 

GOD’S SON COMES TO EARTH 

13 God’s Son, therefore, was sent to earth—to 
become a human, born of a woman. He could serve 
for the test of integrity here on earth, where the 
issue was raised. He could also be the ransom 
price for humankind. By miraculous birth through 

13. What steps could the man take to make the young man 
a fitting and legal member of his household? 

14. On what basis does God reconcile the human family to 
himself? 

15. Why did God’s Son have to be sent to earth? 
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the virgin Mary he became a human son of God. 
—Galatians 4:4. 

16 This son was born of an imperfect woman, 
but was himself perfect and unblemished. His 
perfect life was transferred from the heavenly, 
spirit realm to Mary’s womb. The angel Gabriel 
had announced to Mary: “Holy spirit will come 
upon you, and power of the Most High will over¬ 
shadow you. For that reason also what is born 
will be called holy, God’s Son.” (Luke 1:35) The 
holy spirit of God put a wall of invisible power 
around Mary, so that Jesus Christ would be born 
a perfect baby. Satan the Devil would, of course, 
have desired to destroy or damage that Son be¬ 
fore he was born, if possible. Consider his later 
attempts to kill Jesus, as revealed at Matthew 
2:7-16 and Luke 4:28-30. 

17 Jesus, throughout his entire human life, re¬ 
mained in that perfect state. He was “loyal, guile¬ 
less, undefiled, separated from the sinners.” (He¬ 
brews 7:26) Jesus’ life course on earth settled 
the question of integrity to God beyond doubt, 
perfectly, completely. He said, before his sacrificial 
death: “The ruler of the world is coming. And he 
has no hold on me,” and, “Now there is a judging 
of this world; now the ruler of this world [the 
Devil] will be cast out.” (John 14:30; 12:31; 
2 Corinthians 4:4) Satan was never able to make 
Jesus Christ give in under pressure, therefore he 
had no hold on Jesus, no valid charge that he 
could bring against Jesus. Jesus had “conquered 
the world” by refusing to fall into sin with it. 
—John 16:33; 8:46. 

16. (a) How was Jesus bom as a perfect child when he had an 
imperfect mother? (b) Why did Jesus, when a child, and also 
later, need special protection? 

17. How do the Scriptures show that Jesus maintained his 
perfection right down to his death? 
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18 The apostle Paul declared of Jesus: “He 
learned obedience from the things he suffered; 
and after he had been made perfect he became 
responsible for everlasting salvation to all those 
obeying him/* (Hebrews 5:8, 9) So it was on 
Christa oum merit that God declared him righ¬ 
teous at the end of his earthly course. He was 
resurrected to life in the spirit, “declared righ¬ 
teous in spirit” (1 Timothy 3:16) He was quali¬ 
fied and installed in heaven as the perfect High 
Priest on mankind's behalf. God did not have to 
grant righteousness to Christ as a gift, for as a 
sinless human, he both had and retained a righ¬ 
teous standing with God from start to finish. 
That was why Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect and 
could serve as a basis for other men to be declared 
righteous. If others are declared righteous it is 
not on grounds of their own righteousness, but 
it is on the basis of the atonement sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ. In their case it is indeed a gift to 
them*—Romans 5:17. 

19 By this faithful course Jesus qualified to be¬ 
come the advocate of all who desire to serve 
God. The apostle John wrote: “If anyone does 
commit a sin, we have a helper [or, advocate] 
with the Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous one. 
And he is a propitiatory [covering] sacrifice for 
our sins.” (1 John 2:1, 2) He is also called a 
“mediator between God and men.” (1 Timothy 
2:5) The Devil has tried to find fault with God’s 
servants from the time of Abel the son of Adam. 
Satan is called “the accuser of our brothers . , . 

18, (a) Why was Jesus' righteousness when he was on earth 
not a gift? (b) If anyone else of humankind is declared righ¬ 
teous, why is it a free gift? 

19. What position does Jesus hold with respect to those who 
want to serve God? 
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who accuses them day and night before our God.” 
—Revelation 12:10. 

20 So, in the legal contest, Jesus Christ has 
appeared before God as an advocate at law. When 
faithful servants of God have made a mistake, 
committed a sin, Jesus has presented evidence 
before God as the Judge that they are not worthy 
of death—that his propitiatory sacrifice covers 
their mistakes and sins. He has shown that their 
intent was to do right even in the face of their 
imperfection. (Romans 7:15-19) He has called 
attention to their acts of faith and their calling 
on God in true repentance when they have sinned. 
(Hebrews 6:10) They do this all on the basis 
of Jesus’ sacrifice. (John 16:23) And God accepts 
Jesus’ intercession for them. 

HOW JESUS GETS “CHILDREN” 

21 When Jesus was on earth as a man he had 
the power to have a family of his own by natural 
human means. He did not bring forth that family, 
but gave up that potential in his sacrifice. As he 
said: “The Son of man came, not to be ministered 
to, but to minister and to give his soul a ransom 
in exchange for many.” (Matthew 20:28) Jesus 
therefore became the “last Adam.” Adam brought 
forth a family, an imperfect one, with bad traits. 
Jesus Christ brings forth a family that attains to 
righteousness. Individuals can transfer from the 
family of Adam and be regenerated through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, and, by putting on 
the new personality, can come to be ‘in his image.’ 

20. As advocate and mediator, what has Jesus done in behalf 
of God’s servants? 

21. (a) How did Jesus, the one man, give his soul “a ransom in 
exchange for many”? (b) Why is he known as the “last Adam”? 
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They can be cleaned up as 
( r sons °f the “last Adam.” 

( r - —1 Corinthians 15:45, 49. 

>C 22 Isaiah the prophet, by in- 

'* ^ * spiration, described some of 

{ ) Christ’s sufferings and said, 

V -5 speaking to Jehovah: “If you 

will set his soul 
as a guilt offer¬ 
ing, he will see 
his offspring.” 
(Isaiah 53:10) 
Christ does not 
get offspring 
through the 
natural meth¬ 
od. But as the 
“Eternal Fa¬ 
ther” he brings 
forth a family 
with his traits, 
in the manner 
that Isaiah de¬ 
scribes, be¬ 
cause Jehovah 
“set his soul as a guilt offering” for humankind. 
(Isaiah 9:6) We must keep in mind, however, 
that Jesus Christ, after bringing them to human 
perfection, turns purchased and rehabilitated hu¬ 
mankind over to Jehovah God, “the Father, to 
whom every family in heaven and on earth owes 
its name.”—Ephesians 3:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 
15:26, 28. 



You were born with sinner Adam 
as your father . . . 


22. (a) How does Isaiah 53:10 show the means by which Christ 
comes to have children? (b) Does Christ forever keep these 
children for his very own, or what? 
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RANSOM COUNTERACTS SIN 


28 Summing up the matter, we can say that the 
ransom provided through God’s Son counteracts 
the sin of Adam. Adam’s sin brought everybody 
down. The ransom, of course, does not save every 
last human soul, but counteracts the effects of 
the sin innate in us. 



. . . But you can choose Jesus 
as your “Eternal Father” 


How? Every last 
soul who wants to 
get free from sin 
and imperfection 
can get these wiped 
out and become 
wholly clean. Even 
those resurrected 
from the dead will 
have the opportu¬ 
nity to avail them- 


23. How can it be said 
that the ransom pro¬ 
vided through Jesus 
Christ counteracts sin? 
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selves of the ransom. (Acts 24:15) Those who do 
not get life will be persons who do not want 
Jehovah’s rule over them. They do not love righ¬ 
teousness and hate lawlessness. They are self- 
condemned, adding their own willful sin to their 
inherited sin.—John 3:17-21, 36. 

24 Therefore Christ’s atonement sacrifice, ad¬ 
ministered by his Kingdom rule, completely wipes 
out what Adam did. The last enemy, death (the 
death brought to mankind by the sin of Adam), 
will be brought to nothing. When death is wiped 
out, then all that Adam did—all that he brought 
on the human race—will not be here at all. There 
will not be anything at all left to show for Adam’s 
sin. (1 Corinthians 15:26, 55-57) And there will 
be nothing left to show for the sin of the Devil, 
because, as the Bible says: “For this purpose the 
Son of God was made manifest, namely, to break 
up the works of the Devil.” (1 John 3:8) Satan 
will have completely wasted his effort and lost 
his life. The shadow on the name of God will be 
totally erased. God’s name will be fully vindicated 
to all eternity and those who want his sovereignty 
will be there, alive, to his praise.—Psalm 150. 

25 What loving-kindness of God! And what love 
on the part of the Lord Jesus Christ! We can say 
with the apostle: “O the depth of God’s riches 
and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his 
judgments are and past tracing out his ways 

24. (a) In the end, will there be anything to show as an ‘‘ac¬ 
complishment” of the rebellious act of Adam? (b) Will Satan’s 
efforts leave any lasting mark on the universe? 

25. How should our hearts respond as we see what God has 
done to rescue humankind? 
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are!” (Romans 11:33) Regardless of what things 
the world may bring to cause doubts and assail 
our faith, through our having a true appreciation 
of these things we can exclaim, 'Such a God is 
fully deserving of our complete devotion and ser¬ 
vice! 1 ^—See Philippians 3:8, 9. 


Chapter 7 

The Source 

and Sustainer of Life 

TTAVING arranged the way for men and wom- 
JLX en to get free from sin and imperfection, 
can Jehovah God thereafter keep them alive? 
Is there real assurance that a person who makes 
Jehovah his God can live an endless life in health 
and happiness? 

2 Because of God’s ability to create he would 
certainly have the ability to sustain the earth 
itself. If necessary, he could constantly renew 
the power of the sun. As for the earth, he has 
made it a self-sustaining "spaceship/' "recycling” 
its wastes and ever renewing its face. Forests 
and streams, if left to themselves, in a short 
time refresh themselves and erase any damage 
caused by ruinous works of man. 

1. What questions arise when considering whether to mate 
Jehovah one’s God? 

2. Does God, who created the universe* also have the ability 
to keep it operating forever? 
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3 What about humans on earth? King Solomon, 
a great observer of life, said: “A generation is 
going, and a generation is coming; but the earth 
is standing even to time indefinite.” (Ecclesiastes 
1:4; 1 Corinthians 7:31) Solomon was not saying 
that it would always be this way with human 
generations. He was talking about the vanity of 
life as it is in the present system of things, with 
“king” death ruling. If you read the book of 
Ecclesiastes, you will note that Solomon was giv¬ 
ing wise counsel as to living during this time. 
He was basically saying that we should not put 
our hope in the present world system, its material 
things and its ways. 

4 After describing mankind’s present condition, 
Solomon reports the results of his investigation, 
saying: “The conclusion of the matter, everything 
having been heard, is: Fear the true God and 
keep his commandments. For this is the whole 
obligation of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13) And 
Jesus, the one greater than Solomon, explained: 
“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowl¬ 
edge of you, the only true God, and of the one 
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”—John 17:3. 

'Will it not be a fine thing when you can as¬ 
sociate with loved friends and relatives, knowing 
you will not have to endure the sadness of losing 
them? Can this be possible? 

'It is not only possible—it is altogether sure, 
because “Jehovah is in truth God. He is the living 

3, 4. (a) Do King Solomon’s words at Ecclesiastes 1:4 contra¬ 
dict the idea that humans can live forever? Explain, (b) How 
does Solomon’s conclusion, together with the words of Jesus, 
show that our life, even in this calamitous world, need not be 
a vain or hopeless one? 

5, 6. (a) Why is it possible for a person to live forever? 
(b) What is it about the human makeup that proves there is 
a living Creator with a good purpose toward us? 
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God and the King to time indefinite.” (Jeremiah 
10:10) Moses, in prayer, spoke of God's eternal 
existence, saying: “Even from time indefinite to 
time indefinite you are God.” {Psalm 90:2) God, 
living forever, can begin life and keep it going 
forever. The fact that mankind exists with the 
Qualities of imagination, appreciation of beauty, 
kindness, love and other emotions, proves that 
man has a living Creator and that He has a good 
purpose toward humankind. In a world operated 
by chance, or by blind forces, emotion would have 
no place. No, life must have a living source . 

"SPONTANEOUS EIFE" A FAULACY 

T In 1864 Louis Pasteur, the renowned scientist 
to whom medicine and surgery owe much, said in 
a lecture at the Sorbonne, a famous Paris college: 

8 “Gentlemen, I would point to that [sterile] 
liquid and say to you, I have taken my drop of water 
from the immensity of creation, and I have taken 
it full of the elements fitted for the development 
of inferior beings. And I wait, I watch, I question 
it, begging it to recommence for me the beautiful 
spectacle of the first creation. But it is dumb 
—dumb ever since these experiments were begun 
several years ago; it is dumb because I have kept 
it from the only thing which man cannot produce 
—from the germs which feed in the air—from life, 
for life is a germ and a germ is life. Never will the 
doctrine of spontaneous generation recover from 
the mortal blow of this simple experiment." 

9 That statement was made more than a hun¬ 
dred years ago, and it is true today. Never have 
scientists been able to cause life to arise spon¬ 
taneously out of material that was not already 

7, 8. How did Louis Pasteur prove that life cannot come of 
itself from inanimate material? 

9. How do scientists and other practical persons today show 
their faith in Pasteur's discovery? 
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living. In fact, doctors, dentists, surgeons and 
scientists rely on—have faith in—Pasteur’s ex¬ 
periment. They sterilize their hospital and sur¬ 
gical instruments; they pasteurize milk and ster¬ 
ilize water, so that germs may not be there to 
cause infection or spoilage. Of what use would 
such processes be if life could originate in a 
sterile medium? How long would the world keep 
on spending millions of dollars on the process if 
it were found to be ineffective and unreliable? 

10 Consequently, all evidence points to a source 
of life that is itself alive. The Bible says of Je¬ 
hovah God: “With you is the source of life.” 
(Psalm 36:9) Someone may ask, ‘If life must 
exist to beget life, who created God?’ But this 
is merely pushing the answer farther away—a 


form of evasion 


I 



in facing up to 


the question. In¬ 


consistently, such 


persons seem to 


have no trouble 


believing that in¬ 


animate matter 


always existed. 


10. (a) How does the 
Bible point us to 
the source of life? 
(b) What is a person 
doing who asks, ‘Who 
created God?* 


Hospitals sterilize surgical 
instruments. Why? Because 
life (infection-causing bac¬ 
teria) cannot originate in 


a sterile medium 




81 


THE SOURCE AND SUSTAINER OF LIFE 
AN INFINITE CREATOR 

11 Surely we could not expect that the Creator 
of the vast universe would be thoroughly un¬ 
derstood by his creatures. (Romans 11:34) Nev¬ 
ertheless, there is at least the conception of 
“infinity” in science and mathematics. We can 
imagine infinite space, and as far as astronomers 
can tell, the universe may be infinite, boundless. 
The farther their telescopes enable them to see, 
the more galaxies they behold. 

12 Then, going in the other direction, into the 
infinitesimally small, physicists still cannot find 
the ultimate particle. When the atom was dis¬ 
covered, it appeared simple: The atom was the 
indivisible particle, scientists thought. Experi¬ 
ments with the atom, however, have shown their 
theory to be a fallacy. The list of particles, or 
supposed particles, making up the atom has grown 
quite long, and the end is not yet. 

13 Can we not, then, conceive of a God who had 
no beginning—who existed forever? This is what 
he declares of himself. (Deuteronomy 32:40; 
Romans 16:26) If we accept this claim from God, 
we can believe that he could infuse life into per¬ 
sons who obey him, and could sustain that life 
forever. 

EARTH’S CYCLES FOR MAN’S BENEFIT 

14 Some persons ask: ‘What about the fact that 
all living things tend to deteriorate?—that the 
cells and tissues break down, so that old age sets 

11, 12. What things demonstrate the truth that we cannot 
expect to understand everything about our majestic Creator? 
(Isaiah 40:18, 22) 

13. If we accept God’s words at Deuteronomy 32:40, what can 
we believe about our own existence? 

14. When we see deterioration and death all around us, what 
question naturally arises as to our own life? 
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OXYGEN CYCLE 
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H Plants take in carbon |f\_, 
*| dioxide, give off oxygen fUgs? 



Animals and humans 
take in oxygen, give 
off carbon dioxide 


in, culminating in death? Would not this always 
continue to take place with human life?’ Let us see. 

15 All physical things on earth tend to break 
down with age. Rocks crumble. Wood decays. 
Think, though, what the situation would be if 
there were no effect of weather on rocks, wood, 
and other material, and if there were no decay 
of organic matter. That would mean that the 
earth would be sterile. Few, if any, chemical re¬ 
actions could take place. Our digestive systems 
could not function properly, because they operate 
by chemical and bacterial action, breaking down 
and changing the composition of food. Little work 
could be done, because few things could be altered 
in structure. Even now certain plastics that are 
not easily decomposed are causing a waste-disposal 
problem. 


15. What would be the situation on earth if nothing decayed, 
broke down, or changed in its composition? 
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16 For earthly life to continue, then, there must 
be changes in organic and inorganic matter* Cycles 
of birth and death were originally purposed for 
every living thing on earth, with the exception of 
mankind. Why except mankind? Because man was 
made in God's image and likeness* Only humans, 
not animals, can be called God's “sons” and 
“daughters.” Not of animals, but of man, it is said 
that ‘death entered in through sin/—Genesis 1:27; 
Romans 5:12* 

17 Consider some of these cycles. There is plant 


16, (a) What changes in matter are essential for life to exist 
on earth? (b) In what w r ay is man different from animals with 
regard to the reason that humans die? 

17* is. What are some of the cycles essential to the continuance 
of life on earth? 


NITROGEN CYCLE 



mmm 

Bacteria take nitfogan 

from the air for plants' 
use 
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life that provides food for all animal life, and, in 
fact, is the basis for all earthly life. Plants can 
do something that animals cannot—they manu¬ 
facture their own food by the use of sunlight. 
This process is called “photosynthesis.” Animal 
life must therefore depend on plant life. Plants 
must grow, supply food and die. Then, through 
the marvel of seed germination, another crop is 
produced. 

18 In the sea the “food chain” maintains life on 
various levels; the tiny vegetable phytoplankton 
are food for the animal zooplankton, which, in 
turn, feed the larger fish, including some that 
serve as food for man. Then bacterial action con¬ 
verts dead matter into food for the phytoplankton, 
and the cycle begins all over again. 

19 In the process, individual animals die, to be 
replaced by offspring, thus preserving the species. 
What, then, is the hope for continued individual 
human existence? Is there a difference in this 
respect between man and animals? 

20 Yes, there is. For, while cells and tissues in 
living bodies suffer wear, and some cells die, life 
tends to reverse the “running-down” process. Liv¬ 
ing things make highly organized, complex com¬ 
pounds out of more simple ones. If the life-force 
could be kept operating at full efficiency, worn 
tissues would continually be replaced or repaired. 
Old age would not set in, and the person would 
never die. Only the Creator can accomplish this 
in humans. He promises everlasting life to obe¬ 
dient men and women. All the earth’s cycles— 
among them the birth and death of plant and ani¬ 
mal life—sire actually arranged primarily for 
mankind’s ultimate benefit. 


19, 20. Explain how, even though cells and tissues break down, 
a human could live forever. 
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21 The Bible record reveals that humans were 
made to live much longer than animals. The 
early offspring of Adam, being near to perfection, 
lived as long as 969 years. This illustrates the 
fact that cell-replacement continued for all those 
years, and the cells of the central nervous system 
(which scientists say can be repaired but not re¬ 
placed) were maintained in healthy repair during 
centuries of living. (Genesis 5:27; see also verses 
5-31; 9:29.) The short-lived generations of today 
are, of course, far removed from that time, with 
sin and imperfection multiplying during the thou¬ 
sands of years since. The human race has dete¬ 
riorated, but God can infuse power into those who 
look to him, so that they may live to time in¬ 
definite.—Isaiah 40:29-31. 

“THE BREAD OF LIFE” 

22 Now, long before man appeared on the earth, 
animals were dying, as is attested to by fossil 
discoveries. They were created with a limited 
life-span. But humankind was created, though 
from the same elements, of a much finer nature, 
a higher order. 

23 Of humans, not of animals, it is said that 
God put ‘time indefinite into their heart.’ (Ec¬ 
clesiastes 3:11) Only humans have a sense of the 
past and of the future. Only humans possess a 
capacity for spirituality, that is, to take in knowl¬ 
edge of God, to partake of his spiritual qualities 
and moral excellence. (Hebrews 12:9) Since God 

21. (a) What evidence do we have that, even with imperfec¬ 
tion, human life was once much longer than it is in our time? 
(b) Why is man’s life-span shorter now than in the earliest 
periods of mankind’s history? 

22, 23. (a) Why do animals die? (b) How has God constructed 
humans with a far superior organism? (c) Of all earth’s crea¬ 
tures, what unique quality do humans possess? (d) What is 
required on man’s part to keep living to time indefinite? 
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provided this spiritual capacity for humankind, 
it must be filled, satisfied, for the human to func¬ 
tion properly—to keep on living. Jesus said: 
“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual 
need.”—Matthew 5.3. 

24 Jesus Christ, even though he was a perfect 
man on earth, depended on God for sustained life. 
He said: “My food is for me to do the will of 
him that sent me and to finish his [God’s] work.” 
He further said: “I live because of the Father.” 
(John 4:34; 6:57) He spoke of himself, saying: 
“I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the 
manna in the wilderness and yet died. ... If 
anyone eats of this bread he will live forever.” 
—John 6:48-51. 

25 Of course, Jesus Christ did not mean that 
men would eat his literal body of flesh. But by 
exercising faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ 
and by “eating” the spiritual food that God pro¬ 
vides by means of Christ, one cam live forever. 
When? In the “new earth,” under Christ’s King¬ 
dom rule. Then he as High Priest, along with his 
associate kings and undei'priests,* will apply his 
atoning sacrifice fully to obedient ones on earth. 
As a result, their bodies will be healed. Then, 
continuing to do God’s will, they will live for¬ 
ever.—John 3:16. 

28 Jehovah sent his only-begotten Son to earth 

♦ See Chapters 12 and 15. Also see The Truth That Leads to 
Eternal Life , published by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
of New York, Inc., 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, New York 11201. 


24. How did Jesus, a perfect man, explain what kept his life 
sustained? 

25. What did Jesus mean by his words at John 6:48-51? 

26. (a) Is it reasonable to suppose that God would let his 
Son suffer and die so that people might live better only tem¬ 
porarily? (b) What offer, on what terms, does Jehovah hold 
out to all persons? 
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at the greatest cost to himself. He would never let 
his Son suffer and die to provide a better life for 
merely a short period of time. He says to all: 
“Turn away from what is bad and do what is 
good, and so reside to time indefinite. For Jehovah 
is a lover of justice, and he will not leave his 
loyal ones. To time indefinite they will certainly 
be guarded.” (Psalm 37:27, 28) Yes, Jehovah is 
the sustaining Source of life and the grand 
Guardian of life forever for all who continue in 
obedience to him. 


Chapter 8 

Outstanding Gifts That 
Reveal the God of Love 

H OW do we know that God is good? Why could 
not the Almighty God just as well be bad, 
or at least have some bad in him? How do we 
know he has an altogether benevolent attitude 
and purpose toward humankind? 

“These are questions that might run through 
a person’s mind when he considers the psalmist’s 
statement: “Good and upright is Jehovah,” and 
Jesus’ words: “Nobody is good, except one, God.” 
—Psalm 25:8; Mark 10:18. 

3 For God to be good, he certainly must be a 
God who cares about his creation, every part of 

1, 2. What questions might a person think of when he reads the 
Bible statements at Psalm 25:8 and Mark 10:18? 

3-5. (a) What quality would be required for God to be good? 
(b) What two things would he have to provide for his intelli¬ 
gent creatures? Why? 
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it. First, he would be a God who makes arrange¬ 
ments for its subsistence. 

4 Second, if God is good he must supply more 
than the mere physical things his creation needs 
just to keep living. This would be particularly so 
in the case of humanity, for humans want more 
out of life than mere existence. God’s intelligent 
creatures obviously are not made to carry on a 
drab, monotonous life. So God must provide ar¬ 
rangements for feeding the mind through the 
five senses. People use these senses for more than 
keeping alive. They possess the ability to appre¬ 
ciate and enjoy their surroundings. People, in 
fact, feel pity for a person who is deprived of his 
sight, hearing or senses of smell and taste, be¬ 
cause he is missing pleasures that add to the zest 
of living. 

'Man’s home the earth should, accordingly, 
have the things that make life joyous. Is this 
what the facts show? 

THINGS THAT DELIGHT US 

8 Consider the miracle of a fruit tree. Such 
trees are literally fruit “factories.” Their boughs 
are burdened with an amazing crop of their 
nutritious products. And these fruit “factories” 
operate quietly and without pollution, smoke, 
radiation or disturbance. As they produce food, 
they are at the same time a delight to the eye. 
It is a pleasure to stroll through an orchard. 
The trees provide cooling shade, as well as refresh¬ 
ment for the atmosphere, giving off oxygen and, 
often, exhilarating fragrance. 

7 In addition, their fruit is more than mere 
sustenance. It is delicious, a joy to eat, as is all 


0, 7. How are fruit trees an evidence of the goodness of God? 
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food that God has provided. What human could 
ever conceive of or invent the flavor of a peach, an 
orange, a cherry, an apple, a banana or a mango? 
At best man can make only poor imitations. 

8 Music is another wonderful gift. It can calm 
the spirit. It can lift one to the heights of ecstasy. 
It can cause one to meditate soberly or seriously. 
It can spur one to action. Certain musical strains 
recall memories of pleasant places and events. 

“Who can explain exactly why music should 

8, 9. How can music be none other than a special gift from a 
benevolent God? 



God gave us beautiful sunsets, the smell of flowers, 
the flavor of food, enjoyment of sound 
—all to add to the pleasure of living 
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have such marked effects on the human mind 
and heart? That we are able to respond to music, 
that we have a built-in sense of rhythm and sound 
distinction so that we can enjoy it, is really an 
integral gift put into our bodies by a Creator 
who appreciates beautiful things. Furthermore, 
those with the talent to produce good music—what 
pleasure they derive out of this gift of God, being 
able to entertain their fellowman! 

10 The ability to carry on conversation is one 
of the most delightful gifts. How terrible it would 
be if we could not communicate, or if we had only 
writing, sign language or grunts and growls. The 
human mind can express itself and find response 
in conversation more than, for example, in the 
printed page. Yet, reading and writing are gifts 
that are also sources of enjoyment. 

11 Then there are gorgeous displays of color 
throughout creation: The beauteous and endless 
variety of flowers, the marvelous sunsets that no 
artist can duplicate, besides innumerable other 
lovely things on earth in the greatest variety. 
These hundreds of delights are loving gifts for 
the most pleasurable use of the senses that we 
were kindly given. 

12 Still, some who doubt creation may object. 
They may say, for example, that the fragrance 
and color of flowers are only for the purpose of 
filling a necessity, for they attract insects that 
pollinate the plants. That is no doubt partly true. 
But if that is the only reason for the existence 

10. Would you say that conversation is a gift from a God who 
made humankind 'in his likeness’? Explain. 

11. What are some other gifts that are not essential to mere 
living, but are so valuable to our enjoyment of life? 

12. What can we answer to those who, doubting that there is 
a Creator, say that the things we enjoy are actually only for 
functional purposes? 
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of these outstanding gifts, why is it that they 
are also a source of human delight? Why do they 
promote peace of mind and a feeling of well-being 
in us? And who can name a purely functional 
reason for beautiful sunsets? Who can say that 
music is an essential for maintaining existence, 
and not a pleasure-producing gift? 

18 The fact that many functional things in life 
are at the same time the source of great comfort 
and pleasure speaks well of the amazing economy 
of God, his diverse wisdom and his love for his 
creatures. 

GIFTS THAT WE MAY FAIL, TO APPRECIATE 

14 Sometimes we view things that do not appear 
beautiful to us as unworthy of consideration. 
This is particularly true of insects, which we 
may be prone to look upon as “pests.” But here 
again the Creator has done something fine for 
us. Some of these very things that we despise are 
actually a provision saving us endless hours of 
drudgery so that we can have time to enjoy the 
finer things. 

15 Consider, for example, the earthworm. These 
little creatures are absolutely harmless. They 
sometimes number more than two million in one 
acre of ground. They work incessantly. They 
move from about seven to as much as eighteen 
tons (6 to 16 metric tons) of soil per acre (.4 
hectare) each year, burrowing to depths of eight 
feet (2.4 meters) below the surface. Their bodies 
digest organic matter in the soil, providing 
a rich source of calcium, magnesium, potassium, 

13. What can we say about the fact that many of the functional 
things also are a source of enjoyment? 

14. How are we wrongly prone to view things that are not 
enjoyable to us? 

15. What fine work does the lowly earthworm do in our behalf? 
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phosphorus and nitrates, essential for healthy 
plant growth. They help to maintain the balance 
of alkalinity and acidity in the soil. Their bur¬ 
rowing activities bring about aeration and irriga¬ 
tion of the soil and reduce putrefaction. They 
drag leaves and other vegetation below ground 
for the enrichment of the soil. 



10 Now, if it were not for the earthworm, it 
would be up to man to perform all this work. But 
Ellas, it would be impossible for the farmer, work¬ 
ing day and night, to prepare his land for crops 
as does the earthworm. And the cost would be 

far more than the 
farmer could 
bear. So just as 
the fruit trees 
and vegetation 
produce for man¬ 
kind with little 
or no effort on 


16. How do the earth¬ 
worm and insects free 
humans for enjoyment 
of life? 


Earthworms perform tasks that ro farmer could duplicate 
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his part, so does the earthworm. In addition, 
there is the great army of insects, performing 
many dull, monotonous chores, releasing man 
for more intellectual, more pleasurable pur¬ 
suits. 

17 Regarding the services rendered to mankind 
by insects, Carl D. Duncan, Professor of Ento¬ 
mology and Botany, San Jose State College, said: 

“It is not too much to say that insects deter¬ 
mine the character of man’s world to a far greater 
extent than he does himself, and that if they were 
suddenly to disappear completely the world would 
be changed so extensively that it is extremely doubt* 
ful that man would be able to maintain any sort 
of organized society whatever,” 

WHAT ABOUT “PESTS”? 

is professor Duncan also cited another scientist, 
Dr. Frank Lutz, as estimating that not more than 
one half of one percent of all the insects in the 
United States can be termed "pests*” 

20 In considering the problem of "pests,” it 
must be acknowledged that man has brought 
about an imbalance. His filthiness and pollution 
have played their part in upsetting the ecology. 
Sometimes man's killing off certain insects or 
animals causes an abnormal increase in others. 
Then, efforts to control such an increase by 
poisons result in killing the majority, but leaving 
poison-resistant ones among them to multiply and 
"take over” the population. This poses a bigger 
problem, such as the so-called "super rat,” which 
only very strong and dangerous poisons can kill. 

17, IS. To what extent do Insects work for mankind’s good? 
19, 20, (a) What has actually been a major factor in bringing 
about a “pest” problem? (b) What natural process results in 
added difficulty in killing certain animals, insects and disease 
bacteria? 
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Similar problems have been encountered with 
certain insects and disease bacteria. 

21 When the so-called “pests” are abnormally 
increased, they leave their proper habitat and 
overflow into man’s personal domain. They invade 
and destroy man’s food supplies and befoul his 
property. They spread disease, not usually on their 
own part, but by carrying disease organisms from 
garbage and sewage. This is especially apparent 
in big cities, where piles of garbage carelessly 
thrown about attract and cause multiplication of 
flies, as well as rats, and now, the “super rats.” 

22 But even these lowly creatures perform a 
service by reason of becoming “pests.” Not only do 
they clean up some of the garbage, but their 
presence forces man to take some action to keep 
his surroundings cleaner so that the “pests” will 
not come around to make his life miserable. In 
this way there is some curb to man’s carelessness, 
laziness and uncleanness. 

23 The natural “sanitation squad,” made up of 
insects, microorganisms and larger animals, has 
done other things that man would never have been 
able to accomplish. These scavengers work to 
clear the forest floor of the debris of dead branches 
and trees. They dispose of the carcasses of dead 
animals. They thus prevent many devastating 
forest fires and much pollution and disease. 

WHY WE CAN BE HAPPY 
DESPITE CAUSES FOB GRIEF 

24 All these gifts from God, and many more too 

21. Why do such “pests” often invade man’s domain? 

22. How do even “pests” serve to bring a benefit? 

23. What good have animals, among them some viewed as 
“pests,” done for humankind? 

24. In what ways are the many gifts just discussed evidence 
that God is happy and wants us to be happy? 
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numerous to list, lighten man’s burden. They 
also protect him from diseases and give him 
pleasure. Hence, they are evidences that God is 
truly good and is for this reason “the happy God.” 
(1 Timothy 1:11) God enjoys life, and his pur¬ 
pose in creation is to share that joy with others. 
(Revelation 4:11) But can we really be happy in 
this present system of things, enjoying the life 
that we have? 

25 In this upset system of things we have sor¬ 
rows from time to time. But when we understand 
God’s good purposes toward us we can, in the 
overall sense, be happy. 

26 For example, death may come in a family. 
It does indeed bring sorrow, for death is an 
enemy. (1 Corinthians 15:26) But those who 
believe in God and his goodness will not be over¬ 
whelmed by grief. On this point the apostle Paul 
wrote: “Brothers, we do not want you to be 
ignorant concerning those who are sleeping in 
death; that you may not sorrow just as the rest 
also do who have no hope.” Then Paul spoke 
comfortingly about the resurrection.—1 Thessa- 
lonians 4:13. 

27 We may tend, however, to let sorrows com¬ 
pletely destroy our happiness. But in this Jehovah 
God gives us the greatest example. Think about 
the greatest expression of his goodness when he 
sent his Son to earth as a man, to die for us. This 
was something far beyond normal. It was entirely 
undeserved kindness on Jehovah’s part. The 
apostle calls our attention to the extent of this 
loving act, saying: “God recommends his own 

25, 26. Give one example of a sorrow that can be to a great 
extent overcome by our having a knowledge of God’s purposes. 
27. What is our greatest example of one continuing happy 
under distressful circumstances? 
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love to us in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Do you think 
that this did not cause God grief? What can be 
more distressful to a father than seeing his own 
beloved son die? Yet God also gained great hap¬ 
piness in observing his Son’s obedience and faith¬ 
fulness, and his willingness to die for humankind. 
God was also happy in contemplating the benefits 
that this sacrifice would bring to us despite the 
distress it caused to Him and to his Son. (Isaiah 
53:10, 12) Indeed, the gift of God’s own Son is 
the greatest expression of love of all! 

28 And have you considered the soitow to Je¬ 
hovah’s heart when he sees humankind, his cre¬ 
ation, in distress because they have rejected and 
disobeyed his laws? When men did bad and 
brought great distress upon themselves and upon 
God’s servants dwelling among them, God “felt 
hurt at his heart.”—Genesis 6:6. 

JESUS, AN EXAMPLE OF HAPPINESS 
THROUGH SUFFERING 

29 Jesus Christ, when on earth, reflected per¬ 
fectly his Father’s personality and way of doing 
things. Jesus said: “He that has seen me has 
seen the Father also.” (John 14:9) Therefore, 
men do not have to see God with their literal 
eyes to understand him. Did Jesus have times 
of sorrow? He was prophetically spoken of as 
“a man meant for pains,” and “he was despised, 
and we held him as of no account.” Nonetheless, 
he was happy in what he was accomplishing. The 
same prophecy says: “Because of the trouble 

28. Does mankind’s bad condition because of sin have any 
effect on Jehovah God’s feelings? 

29. What kind of experience did Jesus have during his life 
on earth? 
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of his soul he will see, he will be satisfied * . * 
[he] will bring a righteous standing to many 
people/'-—Isaiah 53:3, 11. 

Jesus was often saddened that the people of 
Israel, who should have known God, were alienated 
from God by man-made religious traditions. He 
was “grieved at the insensibility of their hearts/' 
(Mark 3:5) He felt pity for the crowds because 
“they were skinned and thrown about like sheep 
without a shepherd/' (Matthew 9:36) Doubtless 
this brought sorrow to him. When he went to 
the tomb of his friend Lazarus* who had just 
died, “Jesus gave way to tears/'—John 11:35. 

ai So, just as we have, Jesus had occasions for 
sorrow. But did he let this destroy his happiness 
in knowing he was doing the work of his Father? 
Did he not exhibit joy in the disciples whom he 
taught and associated with for three years? There 
is no evidence that he went about with a mourn¬ 
ful, negative spirit toward them or in their pres¬ 
ence. Neither did he weaken or waver in faith 
or action. He knew that “in his hand what is the 
delight of Jehovah [would] succeed/' and that he 
would receive from his Father “the keys of death 
and of Hades" and in time would therewith undo 
all the harm that sin and death bring about. 
—Isaiah 53:10; Revelation 1:18; 20:13. 

52 All these things give us a glimpse of the 
goodness of God. It moves our hearts to imitate 
him. And the wonderful thing about imitating 
him is that we can undergo grief in this present 

30, What especially saddened Jesus? 

31, How did Jesus, despite many saddening things, show that 
he never lost his joy? 

32, (a) What can we conclude from our consideration of God's 
gifts? (b) How cm we, in turn, bring gladness to God? (Psalm 
149 : 4 ) 
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time and yet be happy. Moreover, by our obe¬ 
dience to him we can bring gladness to Jehovah 
himself. (Psalm 149:4; Proverbs 27:11) We can 
also know that there is a life to come when 
"neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be 
anymore.’’—Revelation 21:4. 


Chapter 9 

Universal law 

Reveals Purpose in life 

P EOPLE, both young and old, often incline to 
look upon any control of their lives as un¬ 
desirable, But does resentment or resistance to 
any regulation of our actions really lead to hap¬ 
piness? Or, instead, can our enjoyment of per¬ 
sonal freedom actually be enhanced by our sub¬ 
mitting to certain regulations, and working in 
willing harmony with them—particularly those 
established by our Creator? 

% The benefits of laws to our enjoyment of life 
can be seen in certain guiding or binding forces 
in the universe, often called “laws/' One of these 
Is the law of gravity. Such laws governing phys¬ 
ical things are inescapable. We cannot ignore 
them or cancel them out. We cannot violate them 
with impunity. The penalty for violating such 
laws is usually executed immediately, as when, 
for example, someone jumps from a tall building. 


1, How do people often view law? 

2. What laws can we not evade, and yet how are these bene¬ 
ficial? 
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3 The physical laws are also constant, stable. 
If we could not predict how they would act from 
day to day, we could get very little work done. 
If we could not count on the sun's rising every 
day or rely on the seasons following one another 
in a certain order, we could tend to lose our sanity. 
Without constancy in the natural laws, living 
would be extremely difficult, 

* Take, for example, some substances with 
which we are familiar in everyday life. Consider 
oxygen, a gas that we must breathe in order to 
live. In its normal state it is indispensable to 
human and animal life. But three atoms of oxygen 
combine to make ozone, which is poisonous. How¬ 
ever, it requires special conditions to produce 
ozone in the atmosphere. It does not happen ac¬ 
cidentally, or just at any time in any place. The 
action of atoms of oxygen, as of all substances, 
is governed by strict laws preventing such ac¬ 
cidental changes. Therefore we are not in fear of 
every breath we take, worried that our oxygen 
may have turned into ozone, 

5 Where there is enforced law, there must be 
order. A law is not a passing chance occurrence, 
but refers to that which is continuous, steady. 
And when we see that this stability exists in the 
laws governing physical things, we know that 
there is a purpose in them. It helps us to realize 
that the Creator has a purpose in everything. 
God would also have to uphold and be personally 
involved in sustaining those laws. He could not 

3. How is it to our benefit that the physical laws are stable, 
reliable? 

4. Give an example of a substance that Is governed by strict 
laws, and show how this is for our benefit, 

5. What does the existence of the physical laws reveal to us 
about the Creator? 
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be one who is 
“far off/ 1 or who 
is not actually 
concerned with 
his universe. 

—Acts 17:27. 

fl The universal 
laws merit full 
confidence. When 
the astronauts 
traveled to the 
moon, they relied 
on the laws gov¬ 
erning gravita¬ 
tion and on the 
precise speed and 
timing of earth 
and moon in their 
orbits. They Icnew that these laws would op¬ 
erate dependably and with exactness. The very 
slightest deviation would mean that the astro¬ 
nauts would be whirled out into space forever. 
They depended also on the principles of radio 
transmission and a host of other laws. They had 
confidence—actually faith —in the sureness of 
these laws. Really, they staked their lives on that 
faith . Their success is an outstanding testimony 
to universal law. Does not the fact that the 
heavenly bodies continue to move orderly and on 
time, without confusion or collision, imply that 
their Lawmaker is purposefully maintaining them? 
—Isaiah 40:26. 

6. (a) Explain how scientists actually have faith in the physi¬ 
cal laws governing the universe, (b) In what greater thing 
should their knowledge of the reliability of these laws bring 
faith? 



Astronauts traveling to the moon 
showed faith in laws governing 
speed, gravity and the orbits 
of the earth and the moon 
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PURPOSE MANIFEST 
IN THE LAW OF PROCREATION 

7 Goodness and wisdom are evident in the phys¬ 
ical laws and in the way that they work out in 
living things. Goodness can come only from in¬ 
telligent purpose, A very impressive example of 
this is seen in God's law of procreation. How is 
this? 

8 Adam and Eve came on the earthly scene 
about 6,000 years ago, according to Bible history. 
They broke God's law—sinned, and passed on 
genetic defects to their children. These defects 
multiplied in succeeding generations. Each gen¬ 
eration has added to these imperfections, multi¬ 
tudes doing everything imaginable that has dam¬ 
aged their bodies. Many have become drunkards, 
drug addicts and full of disease through immoral¬ 
ity. Bad thinking, hatred and murder have also 
had their damaging effects. 

® Yet, although no one is perfect, the great 
majority of babies born today are in a com¬ 
paratively sound condition. They have two eyes, 

7. Can a person see invisible qualities by observing the physi¬ 
cal laws? (Romans 1:20) 

8, 9, (a) How is goodness evident in God's law ol procreation? 
(b) In what promise of God should this fact give us faith? 



Despite thousands of years of human imperfection, God's 
taws still cause most babies to be norma) at birth 
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two arms, two legs, possess all their faculties and 
can live what we call “normal” lives. In view of 
all the adverse forces operating for millenniums 
in the human race, this is little short of miracu¬ 
lous—an evidence of the Creator's love and care 
for humankind, as well as the fine quality and 
sturdiness of his work. Since he was so careful 
to arrange for the continuance of the human race 
even though they brought bad conditions upon 
themselves, should we not believe him when he 
promises to give everlasting life, with perfect 
conditions? 

MORAL LAWS—VITAL TO PURPOSEFUL LIVING 

10 To his intelligent creatures God has given 
another set of regulations—the moral laws. These 
reflect God's purpose to an even greater degree. 
In fact, a purpose is often expressly stated in 
connection with God's moral laws. (For examples 
read Deuteronomy 5:16, 33; Matthew 19:17; 
Psalm 19:7-11; 1 Timothy 4:8.) 

11 The moral laws are as stable and as certain 
in their outworking as are the laws governing 
inanimate or unintelligent things. One who breaks 
the moral laws cannot f get away with it/ These 
regulations are just as sure of being carried out 
as is the law of gravity, though the retribution 
for breaking them is not always so sudden. 

12 The Bible expresses the principle with regard 
to moral laws in this way: “God is not one to be 
mocked. For whatever a man is sowing, this he 
will also reap; because he who is sowing with 

10. What other laws must we consider to get a lull understand¬ 
ing of God and his purpose? 

11. Are the moral laws any more changeable or escapable 
than the physical laws? 

12. What does the Bible say as to the moral laws of God being 
sure of enforcement? 
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a view to his flesh will reap corruption from his 
flesh, but he who is sowing with a view to the 
spirit will reap everlasting life from the spirit.” 
—Galatians 6:7, 8. 

13 By “flesh” the apostle meant the desires of 
the imperfect fleshly body. (Ephesians 2:3) By 
“spirit” he meant the spirit or active force of 
God that serves to guide His servants in a whole¬ 
some way. Paul illustrates the operation of these 
forces at Galatians 5:19-23: 

14 “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, and 
they are fornication, uncleanness, loose conduct, 
idolatry, practice of spiritism, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, fits of anger, contentions, divisions, sects, 
envies, drunken bouts, revelries, and things like 
these. ... On the other hand, the fruitage of the 
spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, 
goodness, faith, mildness, self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.” 

RECOMPENSE FOR ‘SOWING TO THE FRESH* 

15 As testimony to the truth that God’s moral 
laws cannot be ignored, the apostle Paul calls 
attention to what mankind has done. He com¬ 
ments that men had full opportunity, from ob¬ 
serving God’s creative works, to seek to learn 
more about him and to serve him. But, in the 
main, they rejected him and served gods of their 
own making. Paul continues: 

is “Therefore God, in keeping with the desires of 
their hearts, gave them up to uncleanness, that 
their bodies might be dishonored among them . . . 
That is why God gave them up to disgraceful 
sexual appetites, for both their females changed 

13, 14. Explain what the apostle Paul meant when he spoke 
of ‘sowing to the flesh’ and ‘sowing to the spirit.* 

15, 16. How does the apostle Paul show the results to mankind 
in general for violating God’s moral laws? 
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the natural use of themselves into one contrary to 
nature; and likewise even the males left the natural 
use of the female and became violently inflamed in 
their lust toward one another, males with males, 
working what is obscene and receiving in them¬ 
selves the full recompense, which was due for their 
error.”—Romans 1:24-27. 

17 This “recompense’’ consisted in many dis¬ 
eases, particularly venereal diseases. But also, 
such turning away from what is right resulted in 
mental difficulties and every sort of badness. 
Giving more details of the “recompense,” Paul 
goes on to say: 

18 “And just as they did not approve of holding 
God in accurate knowledge, God gave them up to 
a disapproved mental state, to do the things not 
fitting, filled as they were with aU unrighteousness, 
wickedness, covetousness, badness, being full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, malicious disposition, 
being whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, inso¬ 
lent, haughty, self-assuming, inventors of injuri¬ 
ous things, disobedient to parents, without under¬ 
standing, false to agreements, having no natural 
affection, merciless.”—Romans 1:28-31. 

19 Such ‘sowing to the flesh’ has been a major 
cause of mankind’s sad history. But in our time 
we see the works of the flesh causing greater 
distress than ever before, on a worldwide scale. 
Racial and nationalistic hatreds, hypocrisy, im¬ 
morality, dishonesty, drug abuse, crime, vandal¬ 
ism and terrorism have brought about great fear 
and unhappiness in the earth. According to the 
Bible, such widespread, flagrant flouting of God’s 

17, 18. Besides physical diseases, what other troubles have 
mankind brought upon themselves by violating God’s laws? 
19, 20. What are some conditions in the earth today that give 
evidence that this present wicked system of things is near its 
end? 
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moral laws is evidence that this system of things 
is in its last days. We read: 

20 "Know this, that in the last days critical times 
hard to deal with will be here. For men will be 
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, self-assuming, 
haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un¬ 
thankful, disloyal, having no natural affection, not 
open to any agreement, slanderers, without self' 
control, fierce, without love of goodness, betrayers, 
headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures 
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godly 
devotion but proving false to its power; and from 
these turn away .”—2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY 

21 The latter part of the apostle’s statement 
shows that it should be no cause for surprise to 
see the most reprehensible form of hypocrisy to¬ 
day-persons claiming to be servants of God, but 
proving false to their claim. Though they have 
a form of godly devotion, it is hollow. They do 
not believe that godliness will bring the real 
riches—spirituality, life and peace. Really, it is 
not the kind of gain that they want. Their “form 
of godly devotion” is a false front so that they 
may give a “holy” appearance to a selfish, im¬ 
moral course of life. As God’s Word says: “They 
publicly declare they know God, but they disown 
him by their works, because they are detestable 
and disobedient and not approved for good work 
of any sort.”—Titus 1:16. 

22 Jesus Christ had trouble with such men 
among the religious leaders of the Jews. He said 
to them: “You hypocrites, Isaiah aptly prophesied 

2L What fulfillment do we see today of the apostle’s words 
at 2 Timothy 3:5? 

22. Who were the men that gave Jesus the greatest trouble 
when he was on earth, and why did he warn the people not 
to follow their practices? 
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about you, when he said, 'This people honors me 
with their lips, yet their heart is far removed from 
me. It is in vain that they keep worshiping me, 
because they teach commands of men as doc¬ 
trines/ ” (Matthew 15:7-9) He warned the people 
to take care not to practice their righteousness 
in front of men merely in order to be observed 
by them. He said that the hypocrites performed 
their acts of "mercy” in the synagogues and in 
the streets, 'that they might be glorified by men/ 
—Matthew 6:1, 2. 

23 Speaking of the day when he would act as 
judge of mankind, Jesus said: "Many will say to 
me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and expel demons in your name, 
and perform many powerful works in your name?* 
And yet then I will confess to them; I never knew 
you! Get away from me, you workers of lawless¬ 
ness/'—Matthew 7:22, 23* 

21 From Jesus 1 words we see that Jehovah the 
Universal Lawmaker is going to see that his laws 
are carried out. He also purposes to bring all 
intelligent creation into full harmony with his 
moral laws, so that there will no longer be viola¬ 
tions. This will require an adverse judgment for 
persistent, irrefonnable lawbreakers, {1 Peter 
4:17, 18) It will also call for a merciful consider¬ 
ation of others who have violated moral laws. 
(Psalm 103:8-10) Who would these be? Persons 
who have sinned through ignorance, imperfections 
and weaknesses. There is also a worldly spirit 
that, much like a mob spirit, motivates people to 

23 h Do we have any counterpart of those religious men in our 
time, when judgment is near? 

24. (a) Will there be a time when God’s laws will no longer 
be violated? (b) What people will receive adverse judgment 
and who will receive mercy? 
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violate laws of honesty and morality. (Ephesians 
2:1-3) Persons who have been swept up with such 
spirit may later regret this and be shown mercy 
by God.—Luke 19:8-10; Acts 7:57-60; 1 Corin¬ 
thians 15:9. 

25 Can we confidently count on such just, yet 
merciful, treatment? Yes* because the whole 
structure of God’s law, both physical and moral, 
is actually for the final purpose of benefiting* 
not condemning* mankind. 

2 *Is it not time, therefore, for the honest- 
hearted people of earth to look to the Universal 
Lawgiver, to get back into harmony with him? 
Obedience to his laws is not burdensome but 
brings freedom—the very reverse of what we see 
today.—1 John 5:3; 2 Corinthians 3:17, 

Accordingly, anyone loving life in peace and 
security should take these things seriously to 
heart and make immediate adjustments in his 
life. He should bring it as fully as possible into 
hamiony with God's laws. Jehovah admonished 
the nation of Israel: “Come, now, you people, 
and let us set matters straight between us . . . 
Though the sins of you people should prove to be 
as scarlet, they will be made white just like 
snow.”—Isaiah 1:18. 

Someone may ask: 'But can I set matters 
straight with God? Would Jehovah God care for 
me and deal with me as an individualf Perhaps 
I am too bad for him to listen to me/ Whether 
God is interested in you is the subject for our 
investigation in the following chapter, 

25, 25. Why is it reasonable and timely to get bach into har¬ 
mony with the Creator? 

27. What can a person who loves life and peace do to have 
peace and favor from God? 

28. What important questions now merit our consideration? 




Chapter 10 


Does Cod Count You 

Personally Important? 


H OW does God view humankind? As just 
a mass of persons, or as individuals? Or 
does he bestow his favor upon a selected and 


certain group 
and ignore the 
rest? 

2 To God, ev¬ 
ery person is 
important as a 
distinct indi¬ 
vidual. (Acts 
17:26, 27) He 
“desires all 
men to be 
saved and to 
come to the 
knowledge of 
the truth.’' 
(1 Timothy 2: 
4, Revised 
Standard Ver¬ 
sion) The apos¬ 
tle Peter, see- 

1, 2. How do we 
know that God 
does not view peo- 
pie as a mere "face¬ 
less” mass, but is 
Interested in every 
Individual? 



Does God view humans simply 
as a mass of faces? . • * 
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ing God's acceptance of Gentiles into the Christian 
congregation, exclaimed: “For a certainty 1 per¬ 
ceive that God is not partial, but in every nation 
the man [the individual person] that fears him 
and works righteousness is acceptable to him/* 
—Acts 10:34, 35; 15:8, 9. 

a Jesus Christ was sent by God to give him¬ 
self “a corresponding ransom for all/ 1 {1 Timothy 
2:6) He ‘tasted death for every man / (Hebrews 
2:9) Would it then be logical for God's Son to 
have an unconcerned attitude, saying, in effect: 
T gave my lifeblood for everyone, but of what 
importance is this one person? Whether he loses 
his life or not makes no difference to me 1 ? Never! 
Each individual will receive attention, with op¬ 
portunity for life, 

4 Because of Jesus' ransom sacrifice, he is man¬ 
kind's “repurchaser/' 
Jehovah God, by rea¬ 
son of his Creatorship, 
owns the human race. 
But as children of re¬ 
bellious Adam, they 
have been “sold under 
sin,” as “slaves of sin/ 1 
(Romans 7:14; 6:16, 
17) As such they need 
to be reconciled or 

3. How did Jesus Christ 
demonstrate that he has the 
same consideration for every 
individual as does his Fa¬ 
ther? 

4. What position does Jesus 
Christ occupy as to the hu¬ 
man race, and how did ho 
receive this position? 



. . . Or is God interested 
m us as individuals? 
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brought back into good relationship with God. 
(Romans 5:10) In order to help them, Jesus had 
to buy them, to become their new family head 
or father, the “last Adam,” because the first Adam 
did the selling of them into sin. (1 Corinthians 
15:45) This legal transaction was foreshadowed 
in the law of Moses, at Leviticus 25:47-49. 

5 Accordingly, God has given Jesus Christ “au¬ 
thority to do judging, because Son of man he is.” 
(John 5:27) That is, becoming a human on earth 
in the likeness of men but without sin, Jesus 
became their near relative with the right and 
the price to repurchase mankind. (Philippians 
2:7; Romans 8:3) His title “Son of man” denotes 
this. (Hebrews 2:11, 14, 15) As a wholly just 
judge, he does not slight anyone. He said: “The 
judgment that I render is righteous, because I 
seek, not my own will, but the will of him that 
sent me.” (John 5:30) Therefore he does not 
judge according to outward appearance nor does 
he judge people ‘en masse,’ but according to each 
person’s own circumstances and attitude.—Isaiah 
11:3, 4; Hebrews 4:15. 

8 God’s dealings, particularly his use of Jesus 
Christ, reveal that he wants all people to come 
into a position that will enable them to receive 
his blessing. This includes wrongdoers as indi¬ 
viduals. The apostle Paul wrote to those who were 
practicing wrong things: “Do you despise the 
riches of his kindness and forbeai’ance and long- 
suffering, because you do not know that the 
kindly quality of God is trying to lead you to 

5. (a) How did Jesus come to have “authority to do judging”? 
(b) What kind of judgment does he render? 

6. How do the apostles Paul and Peter emphasize the individual¬ 
ness of God’s dealings? 
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repentance? * , . And he will render to each one 
according to his works.” Also, the apostle Peter 
called attention to the individualness of God's 
dealings when he referred to Him as “the Father 
who judges impartially according to each one?s 
work ”—Romans 2:4-6; 1 Peter 1:17, 

OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE 

7 However, someone may say: There is no use 
for me to try now to serve God. I am so bad 
that I can't be recovered. There's no hope for me/ 
It is a serious mistake to think that way. Of 
course, no one is worthy, on his own merit, of 
any consideration from God. (Romans 5:6-10) If 
perfection were required, everyone would be elim¬ 
inated. But through his kindness, God has re¬ 
corded examples to show that he will not reject 
any repentant person, regardless of his past bad 
works. He requires only that the person be willing 
to learn what to do and make sincere effort to 
come into harmony with Him,—Isaiah 1:18; 
Revelation 22:17. 

s The apostle Paul was such an example. He 
was formerly involved in the actual murder of 
Christians, (Acts 7:58, 59; 9:1, 2) Paul himself 
says: “Faithful and deserving of full acceptance 
is the saying that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. Of these I am foremost 
Nevertheless, the reason why I was shown mercy 
was that by means of me as the foremost case 

7. Why is It the wrong viewpoint for a person to say he Is too 
bad to be recovered and to become a servant of God? 

8-1 0. (a) Give two examples that are comforting to persons 
who have done wrong but who want to turn to God. (b) How 
do Ezekiel 33:14-16 and Colossians 3; 5-8 show that what counts 
with God is what we are doing now, not what we have done in 
the past? 
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Christ Jesus might demonstrate all his long- 
suffering for a sample of those who are going to 
rest their faith on him for everlasting life.” 
—1 Timothy 1:15, 16. 

9 King Manasseh of Judah was another example 
of a very bad man. He took the lead in bringing 
the nation into extreme idolatry and rebelliousness 
against God. The nation never recovered. (2 Kings 
21:11, 16) But Manasseh himself, in later times, 
repented and his prayer was accepted by God. 
—2 Chronicles 33:11-13, 16, 17. 

10 What a person is doing now and in the future, 
not what he or she has done in the past, is what 
counts with God.—Ezekiel 33:14-16; Colossians 
3:5-8. 

11 On the other hand, no person should think 
that by his own goodness or righteous acts he 
will receive God’s favor, (Romans 3:10) He would 
thereby be denying the fact that he is a sinner. 
(1 John 1:8-10) Such a misled individual is re¬ 
jecting Christ’s sacrifice as unnecessary. It is an 
attempt to be self-righteous by works-—to ‘obli¬ 
gate' God to accept him because of his own per¬ 
sonal ‘goodness. 1 (Romans 4:2-8) Persons who 
have this attitude are not really serving God, but 
are setting their own standard in place of God’s. 
The futility of this effort was proved by the 
Jews who tried to get righteousness through the 
Mosaic law.—Romans 10:1-3; Hebrews 10:1, 2. 

12 Nor does God favor only a certain class of 
people. Did not his Son, Jesus, have a feeling for 
all? Or did he, for example, use his healing power 

11. Can a person, by his own righteousness, or by living up to 
the Ton Commandments or the Mosaic law, earn God*s favor 
and life? 

12. How did Jesus demonstrate that God does not show par¬ 
tiality, or help only those with money or position? 
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only on his favorites, or on those who could give 
him money? No, there are many accounts of 
crowds of people coming to him with all forms 
of sickness, and he cured them all .—Matthew 
14:14. 

JEHOVAH’S ‘ATTACHMENT’ TO THOSE SERVING HIM 

13 Jehovah is always willing to grant his help 
and his love to anyone who will receive it. And 
the intensity and constancy of his love are far 
greater than we are able to express toward others. 
Note God’s love for Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
who were imperfect men but who served him 
wholeheartedly. Centuries later Moses told the 
nation of Israel: “To your forefathers did Jehovah 
get attached so as to love them.” (Deuteronomy 
10:15) He put up with the nation’s stubbornness 
for centuries because of this love.—Deuteronomy 
7:7, 8. 

14 Jehovah’s love is just as great and lasting 
for those who serve him today. (Romans 8:38, 39) 
He is, so to speak, watching for an opportunity 
to “get attached” to anyone who calls on him in 
sincerity and truth. (James 4:8) “As regards 
Jehovah,” says the Bible, “his eyes are roving 
about through all the earth to show his strength 
in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward 
him.” (2 Chronicles 16:9) “His ears are toward 
their supplication.”—1 Peter 3:12. 

15 As Jehovah views the earth and sees the 
many distresses that men undergo, he has a deep 
feeling for humankind. His desire is to help them. 

13. What examples do we have in Abraham and others of the 
intensity and constancy of God’s love? 

14. Can an individual who calls on God in sincerity and truth 
confidently expect God’s help? 

15. As Jehovah God views us, what is he looking for? 
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Though he does not ‘turn a blind eye’ to wrong¬ 
doing, he is not looking for people’s faults, but 
for their good points. (Psalm 130:3) He ‘re¬ 
members that they are dust.’—Psalm 103:14. 

18 When on earth, God’s Son was anxious to use 
his power to help people. When a leper said to 
him: “If you just want to, you can make me 
clean,” Jesus “was moved with pity, and he 
stretched out his hand and touched him, and said 
to him: ‘I want to. Be made clean,’ ” and so he 
cured him.—Mark 1:40, 41. 

17 Jesus’ healing of people who came to him 
for help was accompanied by deep feeling. In 
the same way God and his Son are at this time 
showing concern and love to anyone who has 
paused in the affairs of everyday life to give 
consideration to the good news about God’s pur¬ 
pose. Are you right now looking into God’s Word 
in a genuinely searching way to find out more 
about him? If so, this in itself is a proof that he 
is interested in you. How can this be said with 
assurance? 

WE MUST HAVE GOD’S HELP TO UNDERSTAND 

18 This statement is true because God sees some 
goodness of heart in anyone sincerely inquiring 
into his Word. As a result, he opens that one’s 
mind to understanding. Jesus said: “No mein 
can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, 
draws him.” (John 6:44) You cannot understand 
the purposes of God without the help of God’s 

16, 17. (a) How did Jesus show that he really wanted to help 
people? (b) How do Jehovah and his Son feel toward people 
today? 

18, 19. (a) If a person sincerely inquires into God’s Word, how 
will he receive help? (b) Why do we need the help of God’s 
spirit? 
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spirit, his invisible active force, which can in¬ 
fluence and direct your mind. 

18 The apostle Paul wrote: “No one has come 
to know the things of God, except the spirit of 
God. [That is, God’s spirit is essential for trans¬ 
mitting God’s thoughts and purposes to us.] Now 
we received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
spirit which is from God, that we might know the 
things that have been kindly given us by God.” 
(1 Corinthians 2:11, 12; compare Acts 16:14.) 
If you did not have this help, then the confusion 
of this world, its lack of faith and its spirit, which 
is in opposition to God, would overcome you, for 
“faith is not a possession of all people.”—1 Co¬ 
rinthians 2:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:2. 

20 In this responding to your effort to get under¬ 
standing, God is displaying another fine quality 
toward you. That quality is appreciation. You no 
doubt have and express appreciation for good 
things that others do for you. But the appreciation 
that humans feel is far less deep and heartfelt 
than God’s appreciation of those who show faith 
in him and who have respect for his Word. He 
rejoices in them. Jesus even spoke about joy in 
heaven over one sinner that repents or forsakes 
wrong things in order to please God. (Luke 15:10) 
Why, Jesus said that a person giving just a cup 
of cold water to one whom he recognized to be 
a servant of God would by no means fail to be 
rewarded. (Matthew 10:42) God observes and 
appreciates each one who respects his name and 
treats his people kindly. So, his heart and his 
help go out to that person.—Consider the example 
recorded at Mark 14:3-9. 


20. How deep is God’s appreciation of the person who is dili 
gently trying to learn of and serve him? 
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11 We, in turn, should rightly show appreciation 
for God’s kindness in helping us to know about 
his purpose and in giving us the opportunity to 
get everlasting life. A person should be thankful 
that God has seen fit to allow him to be like the 
people to whom Paul preached in one city in 
Asia Minor. There the Jews, who claimed to 
serve God, opposed the truth. But the record 
states: “When those of the nations [Gentiles] 
heard [of the opportunity to be accepted by God], 
they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of 
Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed 
for everlasting life became believers.” (Acts 
13:48) Those people appreciated God’s kindness. 
This appreciation helped them to be the kind 
of people God is pleased to accept. 

RESURRECTION, A PROOF OF GOD’S INTEREST 

!S A strong proof of God’s interest in every 
individual is his provision of a resurrection for 
“the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Acts 24:15) 
In order to resurrect a person, God has to know 
everything about him. Only with this information 
can God bring back the same person with the 
same personality, so that the individual will be 
himself and recognize himself. This means that 
God must restore every detail of the person’s 
makeup. This would include his appearance, his 
inherited traits, the influence that environment 
and experience have had on him, along with his 
complete memory. What interest and care this 
demonstrates! 

21. How did certain Gentile persons in Asia Minor show what 
our response should be to God’s kindness? 

22. How does Jehovah’s provision of a resurrection show that 
he has a very deep interest in individuals? 
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Men can make films that preserve the actions and voice 
of a person long after his death. God remembers 
even more, and he can resurrect the dead 


23 Someone may say, ‘That seems impossible/ 
But even today men can make a videotape or 
moving picture of a person. Then, even after he 
is dead, they can project it on a screen and see 
the actions and movements of the individual, along 
with hearing his voice. Hundreds of details are 
recorded. If men can do this, cannot God, with 
whom “all things are possible,” have a record of 
the thousands of details that make up a per¬ 
sonality?—Matthew 19:26; Job 42:2. 

24 Even we, as imperfect humans, know many 

23, 24. (a) What remarkable record of a person can puny men 
make that helps us to see how easily God could resurrect an 
individual? (b) What about his remembering and resurrecting 
people who have been dead for thousands of years? 
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details about a close friend so that we can describe 
him with fair accuracy. Yet, with the passage 
of time the image grows dim. God, with his far 
greater insight, knows completely every detail of 
all persons. He knows what is in the hearts of all. 
(Hebrews 4:13) Moreover, even if one is dead 
for centuries, God’s memory of that person does 
not fade.—Job 14:13-15. 

25 Consequently, the billions of people in the 
grave are yet in God’s mind in clear detail. 
(Proverbs 15:11) Even those who have not been 
buried, but who have been destroyed in the sea, 
or by burning and otherwise, are just as vividly 
in his memory.—Revelation 20:13. 

29 As to those whom God purposes to resurrect, 
Jesus said: “He is a God, not of the dead, but of 
the living, for they are all living to him.” (Luke 
20:38) His power and wisdom make his purposes 
so certain that he “makes the dead alive and calls 
the things that are not as though they were.” 
—Romans 4:17. 

27 God has given Jesus Christ the power to 
perform the resurrection. When on 631*111, he 
demonstrated this power in several instances. 
—Luke 7:14, 15; 8:49-56; John 11:39, 43, 44. 

28 Could anyone rightly say, then, that God and 
his Son are not interested in him? Do such 

25. Does the resurrection include people who have not been 
buried in a grave, but have been lost at sea, eaten by animals, 
and so forth? 

26. What did Jesus mean when he spoke about Jehovah as 
‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,’ and then said: “He 
is a God, not of the dead, but of the living, for they are all 
living to him’*? (Luke 20:37, 38) 

27. How can we be sure that Christ has been given the author¬ 
ity and power to resurrect the dead? 

28. (a) How can we respond with appreciation to the things 
Jehovah has done for us? (b) Should any normal person feel 
that he is mentally incapable of learning Jehovah’s purposes 
from the Bible? 
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care and interest on Jehovah’s part find a response 
in your heart? You can express appreciation to 
him by learning more about him and by en¬ 
couraging others to do so. And your learning 
about him will be in proportion to the sincere 
effort you put forth in getting knowledge of him. 
He will supply you with the “intellectual capacity” 
to do so.—1 John 5:20. 


Chapter 11 

You Can Know God's Purpose 

W E OFTEN hear the question, ‘What is truth?’ 

or, ‘How can a person know that he has 
the truth?’ Is it possible to know with certainty 
the purpose of God toward humankind?—John 
18:38. 

2 Jesus answered these questions when he said: 
“If you remain in my word, you are really my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”—John 8:31, 32. 

3 Jesus knew without any doubt that he had 
the truth, because he had been with Jehovah God 
before coming to the earth. (John 3:13; 17:5) 
The apostles, in turn, knew that they had the 
truth, because they learned it from Jesus, and 
from the Hebrew Scriptures, which Jesus acknowl¬ 
edged as the truth from God. Furthermore, what 
Jesus said and did fulfilled many of the Hebrew 
Scripture prophecies. These Scriptures, commonly 


1-4. How can we know what is the truth? 



IIFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 


120 

called the “Old Testament,” had been given to 
the nation of Israel by God through inspiration 
of his servants, 

4 We now have the entire Bible. It contains 
both the Hebrew Scriptures (often called the 
“Old Testament”) and the Greek Scriptures (the 
so-called “New Testament”)—the writings of the 
apostles and their close associates. 

WRITTEN RECORD MORE HELPFUL 

& But, why a bookf Why not a direct com¬ 
munication by God’s voice, or through angels 
sent by him? 

3 It is true that God at first did communicate 
by word of mouth to Adam, instructing him. 
But he has since used other means just as effective, 
and, for imperfect persons, even more appro¬ 
priate. Really, because of the defective memories 
of all humans, it is good that God has had his 
communications written down since the time of 
Adam, 

7 Consider the wisdom of God in causing his 
communication to mankind to be available in 
written form. Certainly this is a more reliable 
record than a mere spoken word would be. Pass¬ 
ing on information by word of mouth from per¬ 
son to person would be a very inaccurate method. 
God would need to repeat all his instructions to 
every generation* And if God had a message 
for ail mankind, he would have to speak to certain 
men as his representatives or prophets, who would 
then transmit it to others. Otherwise he would 
have to speak to all people in fearful, thundering 
tones from heaven. Though very impressive, this 


5-7. How did God communicate with man at first, but why is 
it good that God's communications have been written down? 
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could have undesirable effects, as Exodus 20:18, 
19 shows. 

8 However, in the Bible we have “all the counsel 
of God” for everyone to read. (Acts 20:27) Noth¬ 
ing needs to be added or subtracted. (Proverbs 
30:5, 6) The principles governing mankind are 
the same at all times and places. And, having sill 
of God’s communication to us provided in a book, 
any part of it can conveniently be referred to at 
will for consultation on any human problem. 

8 Also, we must keep in mind that the Bible con¬ 
tains, not only God’s counsel, but also history 
and accounts of individual lives of those serving 
God and those not serving him. We see the out¬ 
come of their lives. The Bible gives us an account 
of God’s dealings with humankind, so that we 
know how he feels about certain matters. (Romans 
15:4) Out of the thousands of events of history, 
God chose certain events to be recorded, to il¬ 
lustrate principles. Some events were prophetic. 
(Galatians 4:24) Some were examples taken from 
real life that serve for our guidance today.—1 Co¬ 
rinthians 10:11. 

10 Since we have and need these accounts for 
proper guidance, is it not good that they were 
written by recil people, about real people, often 
themselves? And they were vei’y honest and can¬ 
did, not hiding their mistakes and sins. Does 
it not reach the heart to read about the ex¬ 
periences, hardships, joys, courage and faith of 
real people? Such things appeal to the heart and 
to the conscience far better than would a book 

8. Does the Bible contain all of God’s counsel for us today? 
How? 

9. What benefit do we get from the historical record in the 
Bible? 

10. How does the fact that men were used to write the Bible 
help us to understand and to be moved to act in faith? 
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of rules. You can picture in your mind the events 
recorded in the Bible as occurring; in fact, you 
can even identify yourself personally with them. 
When we read the real-life experiences of Moses, 
David, Jeremiah and Paul, do we not have a warm 
feeling? And these accounts have the ring of 
truth. Are you not moved because of the reality 
and forcefulness of these written accounts?—Com¬ 
pare Jeremiah 20:8-11; Acts 23:12-24. 

AUTHENTIC, THOUGH WRITTEN BY MEN 

11 True, God transmitted his message to us by 
the hand of imperfect men. But there is no reason 
to think that the Bible is any less authentic than 
would be a message from God by word of mouth, 
through angels, or through a book written in 
heaven and dropped to earth. And it has far more 
human appeal. The proof of the Bible’s appeal is 
that it is by far the most widely distributed book, 
translated into many more languages than any 
other book. It is the most enduring, and has 
given guidance to men and women of all ages and 
in all places. 

12 God is not a liar. (Numbers 23:19) In getting 
a message to the human race he would certainly 
see that it contained no lie. The vision of the 
“transfiguration” is an instance where a vision 
from God, along with God’s words, corroborated 
the authenticity of “Old Testament” events and 
characters.—Matthew 17:1-9. 

13 The methods used in transmitting the written 
information that we have in the Bible were varied. 
But God was always directly involved. He himself 
wrote the basic laws of the covenant with Israel, 

11, 12. Though the Bible was written by imperfect men, how 
can we be assured that it is authentic and correct? 

13. How did God oversee the writing of the Bible? 
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the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 31:18; Deuter¬ 
onomy 10:1-4) God spoke “mouth to mouth” with 
Moses, who wrote down word for word much 
of what he heard. (Numbers 12:8) The tabernacle 
pattern was shown to Moses in a vision. (Exodus 
25:9; Numbers 8:4) Then, angels at times brought 
direct messages from God. (Genesis 19:1; Judges 
6:12, 21; Luke 1:26-28) Prophets had visions and 
God-directed dreams. (Genesis 46:2; Daniel 1:17) 
Other writers were guided in their expression by 
God’s invisible active force, his spirit.—2 Samuel 
23:2; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1:20, 21. 

14 Furthermore, we have the recorded words 
and acts of Jesus Christ, who came forth as a 
direct representative of Jehovah God. He re¬ 
vealed Jehovah perfectly. (John 16:27, 28) So well 
did he portray the thinking and ways of his 
Father in every respect that he could say: “He 
that has seen me has seen the Father also.” 
(John 14:9) The account of Jesus’ life is in the 
Bible so that we can see how he spoke and acted. 
Could we have any better communication than 
this?—Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

COMPILATION OF THE BIBLE GUARDED 

16 It is easy for God to accomplish his full 
objective in the way that he sees fit. (Isaiah 
46:10) Since he inspired the writing of the Scrip¬ 
tures it is logical that he would cause faithful 
men to gather together the Hebrew Scriptures as 
being authentically from God. These are the books 
that the Jewish nation recognized for centuries 
as God’s communication to them. And our con- 

14. What further strong evidence do we have that we really 
can know Jehovah’s ways? 

15, 16. What evidence do we have that the present-day Bible 
contains the whole counsel of God for his people? 
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fidence that their selection was divinely guided, 
and not the result of human preference, is fortified 
when we realize that these very books frequently 
condemned the nation for its disobedient ways. 

16 Then the early Christians, guided by the same 
spirit of God, selected and catalogued the inspired 
writings of the apostles and their associates. These 
writings have been significant for the instruction 
of Christians throughout the past nineteen cen¬ 
turies. 

17 So we do not need to wait for a voice out of 
the heavens, or for even another book in order 
to know God’s purpose. The Bible gives the only 
reliable history of mankind from the beginning. 
Search the religious books of the world and you 
will not find all these things that are found in 
the Bible, namely: A realistic and reasonable ac¬ 
count of creation, why mankind dies, a genealog¬ 
ical and chronological account of mankind from 
Adam onward, the way of deliverance from sin 
and death, the purpose of God toward man and 
the earth, and the principles to live by to attain 
eternal life. Added to this are the prophecies, 
those that have been fulfilled and those yet to be 
fulfilled with the happy conclusion of an ever¬ 
lasting reign of peace on earth. 

18 Thousands of years have passed since Bible 
writing began. What, then, about the Bible as 
we have it today? Of course, the original auto¬ 
graphed manuscripts by the Bible writers are not 
available. But there are many copies in the orig¬ 
inal languages. The original Bible languages are 
Hebrew and Greek, with some Aramaic sections 

17. What credentials does the Bible have as God’s book? 

18-22. Since many copies of the original writings have been 
made, are there not many errors, making the present-day Bible 
unreliable? Explain. 
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and words. We can have faith that the God who 
inspired the Bible would guard its being copied, 
so that a person reading the Bible would not be 
misled because of serious errors in it. What do 
scholars say, those who have studied the hun¬ 
dreds of original-language manuscripts available? 

19 Sir Frederic Kenyon, Bible scholar and former 
director of the British Museum, stated, in the 
introduction to his seven volumes on the “Chester 
Beatty Biblical Papyri” (which were very an¬ 
cient Greek manuscripts of portions of the “New 
Testament”): 

20 “The first and most important conclusion de¬ 
rived from the examination of [the Papyri] is the 
satisfactory one that they confirm the essential 
soundness of the existing texts. No striking or fun¬ 
damental variation is shown either in the Old or 
the New Testament. There are no important omis¬ 
sions or additions of passages, and no variations 
which affect vital facts or doctrines. The variations 
of text affect minor matters, such as the order of 
words or the precise words used . . . But their 
essential importance is their confirmation, by evi¬ 
dence of an earlier date than was hitherto available, 
of the integrity of our existing texts. In this respect 
they are an acquisition of epoch-making value.” 

21 This scholar also said concerning the “New 
Testament”: 

22 “The last foundation for any doubt that the 
Scriptures have come down to us substantially as 
they were written has now been removed. Both the 
authenticity and the general integrity of the books 
of the New Testament may be regarded as finally 
established.” 

23 Today, in translations of the Bible into 
modern-day languages, we have the products of 


23. Of what advantage are the various Bible translations that 
are available today? 
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much careful study of the Scripture writings by 
scholars who have devoted their lives to this 
study. Most translations are the result of com¬ 
parisons of Hebrew and Greek manuscripts and 
are carefully edited. They can provide a good 
understanding of God’s purposes. If the meaning 
of a certain text is not quite clear to you, you 
can compare several translations in your own 
language, which usually vary slightly in a few 
places, mainly in word choice. In this way you 
can get the flavor of the original Hebrew and 
Greek expressions, and may come to an even 
more precise understanding. 

TnE BIBLE, A COMPLETE GUIDE 

u There are some people who read Bible ac¬ 
counts and complain, ‘If this is God’s Word and 
a guide for us, why are there so few details in 
some of the accounts?’ They point to the brevity 
of the creation account, among others. The Bible 
itself answers that God has put into the Bible 
what is sufficient, all we really need. It says: “All 
Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for 
teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, 
for disciplining in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be fully competent, completely 
equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16, 
17) So the Bible is ample to “make you wise for 
salvation.” (2 Timothy 3:15) It is “perfect” in 
this sense. 

25 Another point worthy of note: As God’s word 
or message to mankind, the Bible is written in 
such a way that those who are not truly seeking 
God—who have no genuine faith in God—are 
induced to ‘show their true colors.’ For example, 


24, 25. (a) Why does the Bible not give every detail of the 
things that took place? (b) So how is the Bible “perfect”? 
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it does not give every detail of every account it 
records. At times it describes God’s action or 
judgment on a matter without explaining why he 
so judged. It lets two writers give their own ob¬ 
servation of an event from different viewpoints.* 
It leaves those not wanting to serve God a ‘way 
out,’ an excuse to find fault, if this is their desire. 
In this way, too, the Bible is complete or perfect, 
for it fulfills a purpose of God in causing persons 
—both haughty ones and humble ones—to reveal 
what is in their hearts.—Hebrews 4:12; Matthew 
13:34, 35; Luke 8:10. 

COMMUNICATING WITH GOD 

28 While bringing us God’s message, the Bible 
points out for us, in turn, a way to communicate 
our inmost thoughts and heartfelt desires to God. 
This is by prayer. You need not fear that God will 
not listen to you. His only requirement is a sincere 
heart and acknowledgment that one is a sinner, 
needing help. (Psalms 119:145; 34:18) One who 
cries out to him will be shown what to do. Such 
a person will come to know that prayers addressed 
to God must be offered through Jesus Christ as 
God’s appointed High Priest.—John 16:23, 24; 
Hebrews 4:15. 

27 What are proper subjects for prayer? Any¬ 
thing that will affect one’s relationship to God; 
anything that will affect one spiritually. The 
apostle John wrote: "Wo matter what it is that 
we ask according to his will, he hears us.”—1 John 
5:14. 

* See Is the Bible Really the Word of God? (Chapter 7), 
published by Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, 
Inc., 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, New York 11201. 


26. Can we, in turn, communicate with God? 

27. What are proper subjects for prayer? (Matthew 6:9-13) 
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28 “According to his will” would mean that we 
rightly would not pray for things that promote 
strictly selfish interests, such as riches, position 
above our fellowman, revenge, selfish pleasures 
and like things. But we may, for example, petition 
God with regard to marriage—for his help in 
providing a suitable mate. Married couples may 
pray regarding the bearing of children, or for 
wisdom in rearing their children. (1 Samuel 1:10, 
11,17, 20; Judges 13:8-14) These things definitely 
affect our lives and require adjustments in which 
we need God’s wisdom. God is interested in our 
personal problems. Even a move to another lo¬ 
cation or another job may be a subject for prayer, 
because one’s family may be affected economically 
and spiritually. Whatever it is, the desire to find 
and to do God’s will is the primary factor. Each 
person, of course, has his own circumstances, dif¬ 
ferent from others, and this will affect the sub¬ 
jects of his prayers. 

29 The answer from God can be expected in the 
form of wise guidance in the person’s own in¬ 
dividual case. (Psalm 32:8) Of course, he should 
be consistent and act in harmony with his prayer. 
He should seek for counsel on the problem from 
the Bible. He may consult others who can help 
him to see what the Bible says on the matter. 
He should persist in praying on the matter until 
he gets a clear understanding of what is the wise 
course to take. (Luke 18:2-5) Having done so, 
no one else can rightly criticize him for decisions 
conscientiously made, because “to his own master 
[God] he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made 

28. (a) What is praying ‘according to God’s will’? (b) What 
are some personal things for which it is proper to pray? 

29. How can a person receive the answer to his prayer about 
a certain matter? 
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to stand, for Jehovah can make him stand.” 
—Romans 14:4,10,12. 

30 The person who prays and acts with faith 
in God can be assured that he will be guided so 
as to take the most beneficial course. (Proverbs 
3:5, 6) He will come really to know God, who 
promises: “The intimacy with Jehovah belongs 
to those fearful of him.” (Psalm 25:14) This is 
not a morbid fear, but a wholesome respect for 
God, because if you love God you will want to 
take your problems to him, and will have no fear 
of being rebuffed or rejected. Of such inhibiting 
fear, the apostle John says: “Perfect love throws 
fear outside, because fear exercises a restraint.” 
(1 John 4:18) You should never be fearful or 
hesitant to take the most intimate matters, what¬ 
ever they are, to Jehovah—including your sins. 
He will not view your problem as foolish or 
laugh at you. “He gives generously to all and 
without reproaching.”—James 1:5; 1 John 1:9. 

31 Some may complain because they sometimes 
face very bad or discouraging circumstances. They 
may say, ‘Why does God let such terrible con¬ 
ditions exist in the earth?’ But should we over¬ 
look what God has done in giving the Bible to 
his earthly creatures? If followed, that inspired 
Word would enable all humankind to live a very 
good life even under conditions of imperfection. 
Think of how different things would be if people 
would, for example, follow the rule: ‘All things 
that you want men to do to you, you also must 
likewise do to them.’ (Matthew 7:12) What a 

30. (a) To what fine position will prayer bring us? (b) Why 
should we not be afraid to take any matter or problem to God 
in prayer? 

31. How can an understanding of the Bible and obedience to 
its principles help us to live a good and happier life now? 
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change this could bring on earth! And in God’s 
new system of things all persons will be guided 
by such principles. That is one reason why this 
earth will then be such a desirable place in which 
to live. 

82 Jesus said: “Even though you do not believe 
me, believe the works [that I do], in order that 
you may come to know and may continue knowing 
that the Father is in union with me and I am 
in union with the Father.” (John 10:38) If you 
have doubts as to the Bible’s worth, you can see 
its value by observing the results in the lives of 
thousands of people who are making the Bible 
their guide. Therefore, we can have confidence 
that the Bible’s promises of life for those who 
follow its guidance are sure of fulfillment. 

32. To those who may have doubts about the Bible, what recom¬ 
mends it as a book to be studied? 


Chapter 12 

How Far Has 

Preparation Progressed? 

M UCH has been said in our study thus far 
about God’s purpose. But what has he been 
doing to bring that purpose to completion? Some 
people, not seeing world affairs getting better, 
say that “God is dead,” meaning that he is not 
doing anything to help mankind. 

2 Such attitude results because it takes a measure 


1, 2. (a) What do people usually mean by the expression, “God 
is dead”? (b) Why do some people say this? 
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of faith to see God’s progressive preparation for 
a righteous new system of things that will govern 
the earth. “Faith,” says the Bible, “is the assured 
expectation of things hoped for, the evident dem¬ 
onstration of realities though not beheld.”—He¬ 
brews 11:1. 

3 The person without faith has no real expecta¬ 
tion or hope regarding God because he does not 
believe what God promises. To such a person the 
things seen appear on the surface to be contrary 
to what the one with faith is looking for. But why 
does God require faith? 

4 God is like a father who wants his children 
to love him for his goodness and to accept his 
promises, not having to see everything before they 
believe their father. A child who has no faith 
in a good father will also be disobedient and will 
eventually bring trouble and disgrace on the fam¬ 
ily. Such a child is undeserving of parental af¬ 
fection. But, just as a good father would do, God 
responds to his earthly creatures who look to 
him in faith, and he helps them.—Psalm 119:65-68. 

5 An illustration of the deceptive surface ap¬ 
pearance of things, as compared with the way that 
faith sees the true situation, is found in the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 70 C.E. About thirty- 
thi’ee years before it happened, Jesus foretold 
that a time would come when Jerusalem would 
be surrounded by armies. When that occurred, 
he said, Christians should immediately get out of 
the city, for Jerusalem’s destruction would be 
near. (Luke 21:20-24) According to the first- 

3. How do things appear to the person without faith? 

4. Why dees God require faith? 

5. 6. (a) Illustrate how events may be very deceptive to those 
without faith, (b) What was the difference between the Chris¬ 
tian s and the majority of the Jews in 66-70 C.E.? 



132 LIFE DOES HAVE A PURPOSE 

century Jewish historian Josephus, the Romans 
under General Cestius Gallus, in 66 C.E., sur¬ 
rounded Jerusalem, intending to take the city. 
Then, for some unexplained reason, Gallus with¬ 
drew. Those Jews and others who had become 
Christians immediately fled, because they recog¬ 
nized that this was exactly what Jesus had proph¬ 
esied, Other Jews, however, pursued Gallus 1 
troops and inflicted heavy casualties upon them, 

e The majority of Jerusalem's Jews were elated 
at their victory. The danger appeared past. But 
the Christians did not try to return to Jerusalem. 
This may have looked foolish to the Jews who 
had remained behind. However, less than four 
years later the Romans returned under General 
Titus and completely destroyed the city and more 
than nine tenths of its inhabitants. Yes, those 
having faith saw that which did not appear on the 
surface and saved their lives. They saw some¬ 
thing that the Jews in general, though they had 
the opportunity to do so, did not see. As a people, 
the Jews had rejected Jesus Christ, and so had 
rejected the wisdom that would have saved them, 
—Compare Jeremiah 8:9. 

* We need to get the right perspective as to 
what God has been doing toward bringing about 
an end to mankind's suffering, just as he has 
promised. How can v/e do this? By examining 
the historical record. If we do, we will see that 
God has been progressively working out his pur¬ 
pose from the beginning of mankind's troubles. 
We will see, not just theories or speculations, but 
“the evident demonstration of realities" on which 
to build firm faith. 


7. How can we know that God has been working toward the 
fulfillment of his promise? 
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LAYING A FOUNDATION 

’Jehovah has promised that he will govern 
the entire earth, bringing in peace and unity. 
But he is not going to rule simply by force. He 
purposes to have people enlightened, educated to 
know him and to submit willingly to his admin¬ 
istration. (Psalm 110:3) With this in view, it has 
taken time to establish a foundation for an entire 
world of mankind that would serve him. God 
had to provide a knowledge of the standards and 
principles of his righteous administration and 
how it operates. 

fl But Jehovah is an invisible God. (1 Timothy 
1:17) How would he make men of flesh and blood 
understand? Not by a mere display of power, 
speaking in awe-inspiring tones from heaven. No, 
God would reveal his principles and qualities by 
having dealings with people. How much more 
instructive, convincing and moving, not only to 
hear and read God’s declarations as recorded by 
faithful men, but, additionally, to see in the 
historical record the proof that what he said he 
also carried out. 

10 For the first part of mankind’s history—up 
to the time of the Flood—Jehovah God let men 
go the way they chose, either to put faith in him 
or not. But he demonstrated that he was no 
“dead” or inactive God when he destroyed that 
world. The reason was that it had become so cor¬ 
rupt that it endangered pure worship and the 
lives of those who wanted to do what was right. 
God preserved in the ark those few who at that 

8. Why has God taken a long time to bring in his rule over 

earth? 

9. Why is God’s way of teaching us better than if he spoke in 
a loud voice from heaven? 

10. When did God first strikingly demonstrate to the world 
that he is no inactive God, but is interested in men’s affairs? 
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time acknowledged his rulership.—Genesis 6: Il¬ 
ls, 17-20; 1 Peter 3:20. 

11 After the Flood, God proceeded to lay a 
foundation for his coming administration of 
earth’s affairs by the promised “seed,” the Mes¬ 
siah. In the meantime, God let the nations go on 
in their independent course and make a record 
that stands as proof of men’s inability to govern 
themselves. 

12 In laying the foundation for his government 
over the earth, Jehovah has provided these neces¬ 
sary things: (1) a firm basis for faith in the 
administration he would provide, (2) a knowledge 
of the principles of his government, (3) a dem¬ 
onstration of his qualities as Universal Ruler and 
(4) a sure and unmistakable identification of the 
Messiah, the One who would be mankind’s De¬ 
liverer and the King ruling in Jehovah’s name. 
(Galatians 3:24) At the same time a comparison 
with man-rule has proved the superiority, de¬ 
servedness and rightness of God’s rulership. 

ONE NATION SELECTED TO SERVE 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL 

13 What means did God use in laying such a 
foundation? First, he selected one nation, the 
nation of ancient Israel, to become a living dem¬ 
onstration of his principles and dealings. Thereby 
Jehovah revealed himself and his marvelous quali¬ 
ties of justice and wisdom when he chastised 
Israel for their sins, for they proved, for the most 
part, to be disobedient. (Romans 10:21) Then, 
too, he exhibited his love, mercy and long- 

11, 12. (a) How did God proceed after the Flood? (b) In laying 
a foundation for his government over the earth, what things 
has he made it possible for men to see? 

13, 14. What did God accomplish for our benefit by using the 
ancient nation of Israel? 
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suffering toward them whenever they repented. 

14 Additionally, Israelite history demonstrates 
what happens when God's wise, righteous laws are 
either obeyed or disobeyed; while world history 
reveals the outcome to those who live without 
the benefit of the divine law,—1 Corinthians 12:2; 
Ephesians 4:17-19, 

EE AS ON FOE ISEAEI/S SE3UECTION 

15 Why was Israel, rather than some other na¬ 
tion, selected? Not because they were better, but 
because of God's love for Abraham their fore¬ 
father, (Deuteronomy 7:7, 8; 2 Kings 13:23) 
Some four hundred years after the Flood, Jehovah 
found Abraham to be a man who accepted God 
at His word, with unquestioning faith and obedi¬ 
ence, (Genesis 15:1, 6; Romans 4:18-22) Con¬ 
sequently, Abraham's offspring through his faith¬ 
ful wife Sarah received the unique blessing of 
being chosen as the people that Jehovah God 
would use to accomplish the purpose he had in 
mind. The promised “seed" would come through 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 

1<J The other nations of that time went their 
own way of self-rule and disobedience to God. 
God allowed them to enjoy the sun and rain and 
the fruitage of the earth. (Acts 14:16,17; Matthew 
5:45) But God did not enter into dealings with 
them, except when individuals from among them 
came to him in faith, or when these nations 
touched upon the affairs of his chosen nation. 
—Deuteronomy 32:8. 

17 But Jehovah had not forgotten the other 

15. Did God show partiality in using the nation of Israel? 
Explain. 

16, 17. Eg dealing with ancient Israel, did God do injustice to 
the other nations? Explain. 
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nations. While dealing exclusively with Israel, he 
was working out a purpose to bless the people of 
these nations later, although they were com¬ 
pletely ignorant of this fact.—Genesis 22:18. 

18 No one can complain about God’s selecting 
one nation to provide this foundation for our 
faith and understanding today. During this period 
Israel was blessed above the other nations, it is 
true. But, by having Jehovah’s name placed upon 
it, that nation also faced a very heavy responsi¬ 
bility that the other nations did not bear. Israel 
had to account directly to God. The people were 
severely disciplined by Jehovah when they broke 
his laws.—Deuteronomy 28:15-68. 

18 Another purpose accomplished by using the 
one nation was the preserving of the truth. This, 
God did by keeping Israel separate from the un¬ 
believing peoples around them, by disciplining 
that nation and holding it together under his 
Law covenant. He also committed to them his 
“sacred pronouncements,” which we now find in 
the Bible. (Romans 3:1, 2) In the meantime the 
other nations, under man-rule, continuously served 
a wide variety of false gods of their own making, 
and with a confusing mixture of doctrines. 
—Psalms 96:5; 115:2-8. 

20 Furthermore, all during this time Jehovah 
was working out matters to provide the finest 
gift to mankind—the principal “seed” of promise, 
Christ Jesus, the King of God’s kingdom to rule 
the earth. Through him, God will bring life to all 

18. In being used and blessed by God, was Israel under heavier 
judgment? 

19. What further benefit was brought to us by God’s use of 
ancient Israel, as shown at Romans 3:1, 2? 

20. (a) What primary thing did the law given to Israel accom¬ 
plish? (Romans 10:4) (b) What other good things do we derive 
from studying the Hebrew Scriptures? 
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obedient men. (Acts 17:30, 31) How God’s wisdom 
shines in furnishing an unmistakable identification 
and therefore a basis for faith in the Messiah 
when he finally arrived! The Most High provided 
this positive identification in the genealogy, chro¬ 
nology and prophecy of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
(John 5:39) Moreover, the historical recoi’d pre¬ 
served in the Hebrew Scriptures not only gives 
comfort and hope but also serves as a guide for 
present living. It provides patterns as well as ex¬ 
amples for “us upon whom the ends of the systems 
of things have arrived.”—1 Corinthians 10:11; 
Hebrews 10:1. 

JESUS SELECTS ASSOCIATES FOR RULERSHIP 

21 Finally the long-awaited Messiah appeared. 
As God’s anointed one, Jesus Christ was selective, 
just as God had been, in the people he chose to 
be his intimate disciples. (Luke 8:38, 39) He 
was here, it is true, to provide the ransom for 
the salvation of all men who will accept it. 
(Matthew 20:28; John 3:16) But he knew that 
not until later would he be Head of a kingdom 
that would bring the benefits of his sacrifice to 
all mankind. And just as any ruler not yet in¬ 
augurated into office thinks first of the men he 
will place in important administrative positions 
under him, so Jesus was interested, first, in those 
who would be associated with him in the Kingdom 
government.—Luke 22:28, 29; John 17:12. 

22 Accordingly, Jesus, through prayer and di¬ 
rection of God’s spirit, selected his apostles first. 
(Luke 6:12-16) These were to be the foundation 
of an administrative body to operate under his 
headship. 


21, 22. Why was Jesus, when on earth, selective in the choice 
of his intimate disciples? (Luke 9:57-02) 
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23 In reading the Christian Greek Scriptures 
we observe that the hope held out to all those 
who accepted the preaching of Jesus and his 
apostles was that of sharing with Jesus Christ in 
his Kingdom rule in heaven. (2 Timothy 2:12; 
Hebrews 3:1; 1 Peter 1:1-4) However, while on 
earth these disciples would not be rulers, but would 
be known simply as “the congregation of God.” 
They would merely declare God’s excellencies to 
the people.—1 Peter 2:9. 

24 So, the long time period following Christ’s 
death and his taking of Kingdom power would be 
occupied in selecting, training, testing, proving 
and qualifying those who would reign with Christ. 
The requirements were very strict. According to 
the Scriptures, God limited the number of this 
select administrative body under Jesus Christ to 
144,000 persons.—Revelation 14:1-3. 

25 Jehovah trains and disciplines these prospec¬ 
tive kings and priests through the many tests 
they undergo. In this way they become fitted 
exactly for the place he has for them in his 
government. (Ephesians 2:10; Romans 8:29) Ad¬ 
ditionally, because of this perfect training and 
testing he can be sure of their everlasting loyalty 
and incorruptness in rulership. It is said of them: 
“No falsehood was found in their mouths; they 
are without blemish.” (Revelation 14:5) This 
means that their devotion and integrity are free 
from defect. (Compare Romans 7:25.) They are 
trustworthy in every respect. Jehovah can safely 

23. (a) What hope was held out through the preaching of 
Jesus and his apostles? (b) Were these disciples to rule over 
other men while they were on earth? (1 Corinthians 4:8) 

24. What primary work of God has been carried on from the 
time of Christ’s resurrection until now? 

25. What is the purpose of the severe testing that the prospec¬ 
tive members of Christ’s Kingdom government have received? 
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give them immortal heavenly life. (1 Corinthians 
15:50-54) But let us now consider how God also 
had the rest of humankind in mind as he tested 
and approved those whom he would use as his 
governmental body. 

MERCIFUL RULERS ASSURED 

26 Jesus Christ, the congregation’s Head, under¬ 
went a most severe test to prove his qualifications. 
Of him it is said: “We have as high priest, not 
one who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who has been tested in all respects like 
ourselves, but without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) What 
wisdom and fairness on God’s part! The Ruler 
that he puts over mankind will therefore never 
deal unjustly or partially. 

27 Also, because of Christ’s previous experience 
in heaven, where he worked with his Father in 
the creation of all other things, he understands 
the makeup of men and women. (John 1:10; 2:25) 
But more than that, by becoming a man of blood 
and flesh on earth he experienced the service of 
God under adverse conditions. He fully under¬ 
stands human problems. He knows what it means 
to suffer. (Hebrews 5:7-9) All men can have full 
faith in Christ’s rulership, knowing that he has 
undergone the same trials successfully and knows 
what humans need.—Hebrews 4:16; John 16:33. 

28 Also, consider God’s wisdom in his manner 
of selecting the body of 144,000 associate kings 
and priests. It has not been a waste of time. 
During the broad scope of the last nineteen cen- 

26. How did Christ qualify to become mankind’s High Priest 
and Ruler? 

27. What experiences have equipped him to be a ruler in whom 
we can have full faith? 

28. Why has God’s allowance of a 1,900-year period until now 
not been a waste of time? 
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turies these men and women have been chosen 
from all walks of life, all races and languages and 
all backgrounds. There is simply no problem that 
some of them have not faced and overcome. These, 
too, will be sympathetic and merciful associate 
rulers, able to help men and women of all kinds. 

FOUNDATION FOR A “NEW EARTH” 

29 Does the mere selection of the last ones of 
those who will become heavenly kings and priests 
with Christ complete God’s preparations? Does 
it mean that the thousand-year rule may then 
begin, and the resurrection of the dead may take 
place? No, for first God must clean up the earth 
by destroying the corrupt system of things now 
existing. However, when he does this, he is not 
going to leave a “vacuum.” That is, he is not 
going to leave the earth a desolate globe, with 
no life, no persons serving him, any more than 
he did so at the Flood. (Isaiah 45:18) Rather, 
God will have people who survive and who will 
begin bringing about paradise conditions. They 
will be on hand when the time comes to welcome 
back the dead, and they will help them on the 
way to life. 

"Who will the survivors of that destruction 
be? The apostle John, in describing the vision that 
Christ gave him, says, after speaking of the 
144,000 Kingdom heirs: “After these things I 
saw, and, look! a great crowd, which no man was 
able to number, out of all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues.” The angel bringing the 
vision then explained who this unnumbered mul- 

29. What further preparation must God make in order that 
his kingdom bring to pass the doing of his will “as in heaven, 
also upon earth”? (Matthew 6:10) 

30. What further group will God gather, to survive the destruc¬ 
tion of the present system of things? 
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titude was: “These are the ones that come out 
of the great tribulation, and they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.”—Revelation 7:9, 14; Isaiah 2:2-4. 

31 These people will form a nucleus, the “founda¬ 
tion” of a “new earth.” (Compare Isaiah 51:16.) 
Surviving the “great tribulation,” they will im¬ 
mediately begin working under the direction of 
the “new heavens” of Christ and his 144,000 as¬ 
sociate kings and priests, to subdue the earth. 

31. What part will the “great crowd” play in God’s progressive 
purpose? 



Survivors of the great tribulation will be persons 
who now demonstrate faith in God’s promises 
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They will carry on true worship in the earth as 
God's representatives, and will introduce the 
resurrected dead to true worship. They will log¬ 
ically see that there are food and homes ready 
for these people, and will serve as teachers in 
the ways of righteousness. 

Since the “great crowd 1 * is to survive the 
“great tribulation/' it is obvious that they would 
be gathered from among people living in the time 
just prior to the end of this present system of 
things. This gathering work, then, is also a part 
of God's preparatory work before the thousand- 
year reign of Christ begins. Gathering the “great 
crowd/' however, does not take centuries, as did 
God's dealing with Israel and, later, his gathering 
of the 144,000 joint heirs with Christ. Neverthe¬ 
less, it does take time. This selection and gather¬ 
ing are taking place now, and will evidently be 
completed during the lifetime of one generation. 
Some of that generation will survive into the 
period of Christ's thousand-year reign.—Luke 
21:32. 

sa Summing up, we see that God has certainly 
not wasted time. (2 Peter 3:9) He has made it 
a matter of record that man cannot successfully 
rule the world. He has demonstrated his patience 
and his good qualities in the progressive steps 
he has taken toward bringing in his Kingdom rule. 
He has shown what kind of government he ad¬ 
ministers. And he has given us an abundance of 

32. Who win make up the "great crowd," and when are they 
selected and gathered? 

33, 34. (a) During the time of mankind’s history of about 
6,000 years, what has God accomplished? (b) Could it be rightly 
said that “God la dead'* or that he is slow? 
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evidence that Jesus Christ is the principal one of 
the promised “seed” of Abraham, the Messiah, 
the King who will rule the earth in righteousness. 
—Galatians 3:18, 

34 Consequently, those who sincerely want to 
know Jehovah God can do so. They can gain a 
firm faith in his purposes, for they have realities 
upon which to base that faith. 


Chapter 13 

A Pattern of Things to Come 

T ODAY there is such a maze of laws on the 
books of most nations that the individual 
seeking justice is usually unwise to try to be 
his own lawyer. Besides, “loopholes” exist that 
usually favor the rich. Would it not be pleasant 
to live under a law code that was straightforward 
and simple—in that a court case would not be 
costly, even for the ordinary man, and where 
any man, rich or poor, could informally bring 
his case before the court and get an impartial 
hearing? 

2 Such was the Mosaic law code that God gave 
to Israel. Of this law the Bible says: “The judicial 
decisions of Jehovah are true; they have proved 
altogether righteous.” (Psalm 19:9) The fine 
quality of Jehovah's judicial decisions can be seen 

l. What makes it difficult for an individua 1 to get justice under 
today's legal arrangement? 

2, 3. Why is it profitable for us to give consideration to the 
law that God gave to Israel? 
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in an examination of a few of the statutes making 
up this code of a little more than 600 laws. 

3 Christians are not under that law given to 
Israel, but it is profitable to consider it. Why? 
Because the Law clarifies how Jehovah views 
matters and it illuminates the principles by which 
he deals with his creation at ail times. 

* The administration of the government of 
Israel was unique in that Jehovah was its supreme 
and absolute Ruler. He was the King and was, 
additionally, God, the Head of religion. The 
prophet Isaiah said: “Jehovah is our Judge, Je¬ 
hovah is our Statule-giver, Jehovah is our King; 
he himself will save us.”—Isaiah 33:22. 

G Idolatry, or the worship of any other god, was 
therefore at the same time treason, an offense 
against the government. Likewise, flagrantly 
violating the law of the land was an act of dis¬ 
respect toward God, the Head of the nation's 
worship. A willful violation of the law was tanta¬ 
mount to blasphemy. Thus, obedience to the law 
was a part of true worship . 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

6 There were no civil-rights problems under 
the Law when its judges and rulers obeyed God, It 
protected the native, the alien resident and even 
the foreigner staying temporarily in the land. 
—Exodus 22:21; 23:9; Leviticus 19:33, 34, 

7 Under the Law the poor man was not deprived 
of justice because he was poor, nor the rich 
man simply because he was rich,—Leviticus 
19:15; Exodus 23:3. 

4. What position and authority did Jehovah have in ancient 
Israel's government? 

5. In Israel, how was obedience to the law also a practice of 
true worship? 

0 F 7, Describe how civil rights were protected. 
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KIND 

CONSIDERATION 
FOR THE POOR 

8 The economy 
of Israel was 
mostly agricul¬ 
tural, each man 
having his own 
land inheritance. 
Some Israelites, 
through bad man¬ 
agement or finan¬ 
cial reverses, 
might become 
poor and have to 
sell their land. 
Some alien resi¬ 
dents might also come into bad circumstances. 
In kindness to them, the arrangement was that 
each farmer, in harvesting, should not reap the 
edges of his field. He should also leave behind any 
sheaf of grain forgotten by the harvesters. (Levit¬ 
icus 19:9, 10; Deuteronomy 24:19-21) This was 
left as gleanings for the poor person.—Ruth 
2:15, 16. 

* Of course, this took work on the part of the 
poor person, for gleaning was not easy. Con¬ 
sequently, there were no idle poor on the hands 
of the government—no dole and no welfare state. 
(Deuteronomy 15:11; Ruth 2:3, 7) This parallels 
the Christian principle at 2 Thessalonians 3:10, 
where we read: “If anyone does not want to work, 
neither let him eat.” 



The Law provided for the poor, 
requiring that the edges of 
fields be left for them to glean 


8. How did the Law give consideration to the poor? 

9, 10. How did all the people benefit from the laws protecting 
poor persons? 
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10 Along with the arrangements for the poor 
person to earn a living, all citizens were put under 
obligation to treat needy ones with generosity. 
This promoted brotherhood and national unity. 
—Leviticus 25:35-38. 

A “SLAVERY” THAT WAS NOT OPPRESSIVE 

11 “Slavery” in Israel was not like the oppressive 
slavery known in more recent times. It was ac¬ 
tually a way of protecting the family who, through 
financial reverses or calamity, were obliged to 
sell their land inheritance and who eventually 
used up the money received from the sale and 
were destitute. Or, they might get heavily into 
debt. Then, instead of being self-employed as 
they had been, the family, or certain members 
thereof, could go into “slavery.” But this slavery 
was very much like our modem-day principle of 
employment, working for another person, which 
for many is a form of ‘economic slavery.’ 

12 For example, the Hebrew “slave” had to be 
treated, not like property, but as a “hired laborer.” 
Furthermore, he was to be released after six 
years’ servitude. (Leviticus 25:39-43) At his re¬ 
lease his master or “employer” had to give him 
material things, as he was able, to help the man 
and his family to make a fresh start. (Deuter¬ 
onomy 15:12-15) By this arrangement a family 
could avoid being destitute and could have food 
and clothing until such time as they could stand 
on their own. 

13 Moreover, the person, while in “slavery,” 

11. In ancient Israel, why was slavery not harsh and oppressive, 
as it has been in more recent times? 

12. What was the arrangement for Hebrew “slaves”? 

13. (a) What was the possibility of freedom before the normal 
six years of servitude was fulfilled? (b) What protection was 
provided for young Hebrew girls who were slaves? 
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could engage in projects or other business or in¬ 
vestments, so that in some cases a man was able 
to buy himself out of servitude. Or a near rela¬ 
tive could pay off any indebtedness he might have, 
thereby releasing the man as a free person. 
(Leviticus 25:47-54) A daughter who went into 
“slavery” often was taken as the wife of her 
master. She had to be given full dues as was the 
case with any wife.—Exodus 21:7-11. 

PROTECTION FOR WOMEN 

14 Women were protected by the marriage laws. 
A man had to have valid cause to divorce his 
wife, and additionally was required to give her 
a certificate of divorce. The certificate of divorce 
protected her from any false charges in case of 
remarriage.—Deuteronomy 24:1; see Jesus’ ex¬ 
planation about divorce at Matthew 19:3-9. 

15 A man who seduced a virgin girl, not engaged 
to marry, had to marry her, at her father’s dis¬ 
cretion, and could never divorce her. (Deuter¬ 
onomy 22:28, 29; Exodus 22:16, 17) In the case 
of an engaged woman, a death penalty for the 
man protected her from sexual assault, which 
was considered as serious as murder.—Deuter¬ 
onomy 22:25-27. 

16 Although polygamy was allowed, it was reg¬ 
ulated for the woman’s benefit. Polygamy, a 
practice of long standing, was tolerated because 
it was not God’s time to straighten out all things. 
God waited until the time of Christianity to re¬ 
store the original state of monogamy. (1 Co- 

14. How was a divorced woman protected? 

15. What laws served as a deterrent to fornication? 

16. (a) Was polygamy the original arrangement of God? (Mat¬ 
thew 19:4-6) (b) Why did God tolerate polygamy in ancient 
Israel? 
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rinthians 7:2) God’s way has been to teach and 
lead his people as they were able to understand 
and accept correction of their ways. Jesus said 
to his disciples, at John 16:12: “I have many 
things yet to say to you, but you are not able 
to bear them at present.” Thus, after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, many things were clarified and 
made straight for them. 

17 In a polygamous marriage, one of the wives 
was often favored by the husband. But protection 
was given by the Law to the less loved wife. For 
example, if her son was the father’s firstborn 
he would not be deprived of his firstborn rights, 
for the father could not give them to a son later 
born to a favorite wife.—Deuteronomy 21:15-17. 

18 Even women in enemy cities were not sexually 
molested. Nor were prostitutes found in the vi¬ 
cinity of army camps, for sex relations were for¬ 
bidden to soldiers engaged in war operations. 
—Deuteronomy 21:10-14. 

CRIMINAL, LAWS 

18 The criminal laws were far finer than those 
on statute books today. There were no prisons 
provided for under the Law. Only later, during 
the rule of the kings, were prisons instituted, im¬ 
properly, in Israel. (Jeremiah 37:15, 16; 38:6, 
28) Since no prison sentence was given for any 
crime, it meant that no criminals were being 
fed and housed at the expense of the hardworking 
people who obeyed the law. 

17. How was the less loved wife in a polygamous marriage 
protected? 

18. How were women, even among Israel’s enemies, Drotected? 

19. What was the advantage of there being no prisons in 
ancient Israel? 
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2 * If a man stole from his fellowman, he ivas 
not imprisoned. In this way he was able to work 
and pay for what he stole. His victim suffered 
no loss. In addition, the thief was required to pay 
double or more for what he stole, depending upon 
the item stolen and his disposition of it. (Exodus 
22:1, 4, 7) If he did not pay, he was sold into 
slavery* He had to work for his victim or for 
another Israelite until he had paid off the judg¬ 
ment against him for what he had stolen, (Exodus 
22:3) If he presumptuously refused to follow 
through on his sentence, he would be put to 
death, (Deuteronomy 17:12) This law not only 
helped the victim of the thief but also was a 
strong deterrent to stealing. 

21 Life was considered sacred under the Law. 
A deliberate murderer could in no way be ex¬ 
onerated. He was to be put to death without 
fail. Thus in Numbers 35:30-33 we read: “Every 
fatal striker of a soul should be slain as a murderer 
at the mouth of witnesses, and one witness may 
not testify against a soul for him to die. And 
you must take no ransom for the soul of a mur¬ 
derer who is deserving to die, for without fail 
he should be put to death. . . . And you must not 
pollute the land in which you are; because it is 
blood that pollutes the land, and for the land 
there may be no atonement respecting the bleed 
that has been spilled upon it except by the blood 
of the one spilling it.” This law removed such a 
wicked person from Israelite society. He did not 
run free to commit more murders. The accidental 

2G, What was the penalty for stealing, and what benefits did 
it bring? 

21. (a) What was the penalty for deliberate murder? (b) What 
the arrangement for the accidental inansiayer? 
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manslayer, however, could receive mercy.—Num¬ 
bers 35:9-15, 22-29. 

22 Even the unsolved murder was not allowed 
to go unatoned for. The city nearest the scene 
of the slaying was considered as bloodguilty and 
under a curse unless the city elders performed the 
ceremony required, to receive removal of com¬ 
munity bloodguilt before God. Thus the sacred¬ 
ness of life was deeply impressed upon the people. 
—Deuteronomy 21:1-9. 

23 One’s person was considered inviolable. Kid¬ 
napping was a capital crime. The kidnapper in 
whose hand the person was found or who had sold 
the kidnapped one into slavery was to be put to 
death without fail.—Exodus 21:16; Deuteronomy 
24:7. 


NO DELINQUENCY 

14 When the nation followed the Law, there 
were few problems of juvenile delinquency. The 
essential unit of the nation was the family. Great 
respect for the parents, as well as for the chief¬ 
tains of the nation, was taught. (Exodus 20:12; 
22:28) Mob action was condemned. (Exodus 23:1, 
2) A son of responsible age who was incurably 
rebellious, perhaps becoming a glutton and a 
drunkard, was to be executed. (Deuteronomy 
21:18-21) Whoever struck his father or mother, 
or called down evil upon them, was to be put to 
death. (Exodus 21:15,17; Leviticus 20:9) Respect 
for the home and family resulted in respect for 
the nation’s rulers, particularly its Chief Ruler, 
Jehovah God. 

22. How was the sacredness of life especially emphasized? 

23. Describe the law governing kidnapping. 

24. How was respect for the family maintained, and with what 
result? 
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RESPECT FOR PROPERTY RIGHTS 

25 In modern times, the practice popularly fol¬ 
lowed in regard to lost items is ‘finders keepers/ 
But in Israel, anyone who found an animal or 
some item was required to restore it to its owner. 
If the owner lived far away and was unknown, 
then the item was to be kept until the owner 
searched for it (Deuteronomy 22:1-3) In order to 
aid the owner who came to the village looking 
for his lost property, the finder would, of course, 
have to report to the city elders or officials 
that he had it. 

The sanctity of the home was most highly 
respected. A man could not collect a debt by going 
into the debtor's house to get what had been 
pledged as security. The creditor had to wait 
outside and let the man bring out the pledged 
article to him. (Deuteronomy 24:10, 11) Neither 
could a creditor foreclose on one's immediate 
means of living or one's essential clothing, since 
a poor man might have only some grain to grind 
to feed his family, or only one outer garment as 
a covering. 

On this point it is written in Deuteronomy 
24:6, 12, 13: “No one should seize a hand mill or 
its upper grindstone as a pledge, because it is a 
soul that he is seizing as a pledge. And if the man 
is in trouble, you must not go to bed with his 
pledge. You should by all means return the pledge 
to him as soon as the sun sets, and he must go 
to bed in his garment, and he must bless you; and 
it will mean righteousness for you before Jehovah 
your God/' 


25. How were lost-and-found items handled? 

26, 27. (a) What respect was maintained for a man's home 
and property? (b) Of what benefit were these laws to ths poor? 
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KINDNESS TO ANIMALS 

2e Animals were also given kind consideration. 
If a man saw a domestic animal in distress he 
was required to help it, even if it belonged to an 
enemy of his. (Exodus 23:4, 5; Deuteronomy 
22 :4) Beasts of burden were not to be overworked 
or mistreated. (Deuteronomy 22:10; Proverbs 
12:10) The bull was not to be muzzled so that 
he could not enjoy the fruits of his labor when 
threshing grain. (Deuteronomy 25:4) Kindness 
to wild animals was also fostered. A man was not 
to remove both a mother bird and her eggs, 
thereby wiping out the family. (Deuteronomy 
22:6, 7) Among domestic animals an individual 
was not to slaughter a bull or a sheep and its 
young on the same day. All of this was a deterrent 
to a spirit of cruelty.—Leviticus 22:28; compare 
God's consideration for animals as expressed at 
Jonah 4:11 and Leviticus 25:4, 5, 7. 

ZEAL FOR TRUTH 

In the interests of justice and mercy, a wit¬ 
ness in a legal case was required to testify to 
whatever he knew about the case. If he did not 
do so he would be subject to a curse publicly 
uttered by the judges. Such a curse, God would 
enforce, (Leviticus 5:1; Proverbs 29:24) He was 
not to commit perjury, for this was lying “before 
Jehovah.” If accusations made against another 
were found to be deliberately false, the accuser 
would suffer the same penalty that would have 
been meted out to the one falsely accused. 

30 Accordingly, we read in Deuteronomy 19:16- 
19: “In case a witness scheming violence should 


23. How did God show his thoughtfulness and kindness in his 
lavs regarding animals? 

29, 30, What laws governed witnesses in legal cases? 
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rise up against a man to bring a charge of revolt 
against him, the two men who have the dispute 
must also stand before Jehovah, before the priests 
and the judges who will be acting in those days. 
And the judges must search thoroughly, and if the 
witness is a false witness and has brought a 
false charge against his brother, you must also 
do to him just as he had schemed to do to his 
brother, and you must clear away what is bad 
from your midst.” 

31 No one could be put to death on circum¬ 
stantial evidence alone. There had to be at least 
two eyewitnesses to establish the truth. (Deu¬ 
teronomy 17:6; 19:15) The witnesses against a 
man found guilty of a capital crime were to be 
the first to share in stoning the man to death. 
This law promoted zeal for righteousness in Israel. 
Not only the judges, but every citizen was thus 
required to demonstrate his desire to keep the 
land clean from bloodguilt before God. It was also 
a deterrent to false, hasty or careless testimony. 
Good was derived from the law in Deuteronomy 
17:7, which reads: “The hand of the witnesses 
first of all should come upon him to put him to 
death, and the hand of all the people afterward; 
and you must clear out what is bad from your 
midst.” 


FORBIDDEN SEXUAL RELATIONS 

32 Adultery was punishable by death for both 
parties. (Leviticus 20:10) The l’evolting practices 
of homosexuality and bestiality incurred the 
death penalty, according to Leviticus 20:13, 15, 
where it is written: “When a man lies down with 


31. What other laws promoted zeal for righteousness and also 
tended to prevent false or careless testimony in a legal case? 

32. What illicit sexual relations were punishable by death? 
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a male the same as one lies down with a woman, 
both of them have done a detestable thing. They 
should be put to death without fail. Their own 
blood is upon them. And where a man gives his 
seminal emission to a beast, he should be put to 
death without fail, and you should kill the beast.” 
—See also Leviticus 20:16, 17; Romans 1:24-28. 

CLEANNESS 

83 The Law enjoined upon the people not only 
moral cleanness but also physical cleanliness. The 
laws on cleanness required the Israelites to destroy 
earthenware vessels that came into contact with 
any animal that died of itself. Other vessels as 
well as garments had to be washed. Such a law 
kept the Israelites ever alert to be clean. Persons 
with communicable diseases were quarantined. 
(Leviticus 13:4, 5, 21, 26) Infected garments and 
houses were quarantined, and in some cases, 
destroyed. (Leviticus 13:47-52, 55; 14:38, 45) 
No blood was to be eaten.—Leviticus 7:26. 

34 From a medical viewpoint, the law of sanita¬ 
tion and quarantine, along with the moral laws 
and the prohibition on blood, were marvelous 
protections from typhoid, typhus, bubonic plague, 
hepatitis, gonorrhea and syphilis and a host of 
other diseases. 

MERCY TO REPENTANT ONES 

35 The Law was not harsh or inflexible. Judges 
were given latitude to show mercy. If a man 
sinned against his fellowman, and then repented, 
he could be restored to God’s favor by first 

33, 34. How did the Law promote physical cleanliness? 

35. Were the judges in legal cases allowed latitude to show 
mercy, depending on the circumstances? 
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straightening out matters with the injured party 
and then by presenting a guilt offering to Jehovah. 
(Leviticus 6:2-7) Jesus Christ alluded to this law 
when he said: “If, then, you are bringing your 
gift to the altar and you there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave 
your gift there in front of the altar, and go away; 
first make your peace with your brother, and 
then, when you have come back, offer up your 
gift.” (Matthew 5:23, 24) Today, servants of God 
cannot have peace with Him if they are doing 
wrong toward their fellowman. 

JTJBnLEE YEAR 

30 The Jubilee, which occurred every fiftieth 

year, was a 
time of rejoic¬ 
ing. All land in¬ 
heritances that 
had been “sold” 
were returned 
to their own¬ 
ers. Hebrew 
slaves were re¬ 
leased, even if 
their six years' 
servitude was 
not yet ful¬ 
filled. (Levit¬ 
icus 25:8-13, 
39-41) This law 
had the grand 

36, What flue things 
did the Jubilee year 
law provide? 



Announcement of the Jubilee year 
required that all lands be 
returned to their original owners 
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effect of restoring the economy to the original, 
balanced state that God established when Israel 
entered the Promised Land. It prevented the 
situation we see in many lands today—an ex¬ 
tremely rich landowner class and an extremely 
poor “serf” class. No land monopoly was possible 
when the law was enforced. 

87 Thus the Law made a citizen a free man. 
Every family was safe from falling into a state 
of perpetual poverty. The family dignity was 
maintained, the family spirituality was kept high. 
The father could spend time with the family, 
the sabbath days and sabbath years providing 
time for attention to such things as teaching the 
children. So, while Christians are not under the 
Mosaic law today, it provides a glimpse of God’s 
ways and dealings and a “shadow of the good 
things to come.”—Hebrews 10:1. 

37. In summary, what reason could be given that we should 
study God’s law to Israel? 


Chapter 14 


The Elimination of Crime 



I S IT not true that, however good you try to 
be, you are surrounded by conditions that make 
it hard for you? In the business world, with its 
fight for economic survival, there is pressure to 
cheat in order to meet competition. In everyday 


1. How does this world make it difficult to live according to 
what is right? 
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life we observe immorality, drug abuse, bad lan¬ 
guage, hatred and the spirit of revenge. And 
these practices, to a large degree, are made to 
seem normal and right by the entertainment 
world and the propaganda channels. 

2 Nevertheless, many people realize the strong 
effect that bad environment has and often they 
move from one neighborhood to another hoping 
to find better conditions, particularly for the 
benefit of their children. They know that a bad 
environment can put a strain on the good prin¬ 
ciples that they have taught their children. 

3 Even with ancient Israel under the Mosaic law, 
as good as it was, the environment was not always 
favorable to faithful worship of God. Israel was 
surrounded by idol-worshiping nations. (Deuter¬ 
onomy 13:6, 7,12,13) The Israelites were sinners, 
as were all mankind. And while the Law helped 
to keep many of them firm in the true worship 
of God, the majority proved disobedient. (2 Chron¬ 
icles 36:15, 16) They gave in to their environ¬ 
ment. Furthermore, Satan the Devil has been 
a strong influence during the centuries since the 
first man’s downfall, hindering the people from 
getting a knowledge of God. The apostle Paul 
wrote: 

* “If, now, the good news we declare is in fact 
veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing, 
among whom the god of this system of things 
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, that 
the illumination of the glorious good news about 
the Christ, who is the image of God, might not 
shine through.”—2 Corinthians 4:3, 4. 

2. Do people recognize the effect that a bad environment has? 

3, 4. (a) How did ancient Israel's environment affect them? 
(b) What has been the chief factor in producing bad environ¬ 
ment? 
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A CHANGED ENVIRONMENT 

5 So it is evident that a changed environment 
would do much to help sinful humans to ‘make 
their minds over’ to obey the good principles 
of God. (Romans 12:2) God purposes to bring 
about just such an environment under the 
thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ. 

8 First, the wicked system of things must pass 
away, being destroyed by God. (1 John 2:17) 
Then the Devil, “the god of this system of things,” 
must be bound so that he cannot influence man¬ 
kind to rebel against Jehovah God. (Revelation 
20:1, 2) He has done this by deceiving them 
and by playing on their imperfections to cause 
them to sin, which brings death.—Revelation 
12:9; Hebrews 2:14, 15. 

T The Psalms give us prophetic glimpses of the 
conditions that will prevail when Christ rules 
earth as King: 

8 “In his days the righteous one will sprout, and 
the abundance of peace.” “There will come to be 
plenty of grain on the earth.” “Trueness itself will 
sprout out of the very earth, and righteousness it¬ 
self will look down from the very heavens. Also, 
Jehovah, for his part, will give what is good, and 
our own land will give its yield.”—Psalms 72:7,16; 
85:11, 12. 

8 And the prophet Isaiah wrote of Jesus Christ: 

io “The princely rule will come to be upon his 
shoulder. And his name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace. To the abundance of the princely rule and 

5, 6. What does God purpose to do about our present environ¬ 
ment? 

7-12. Describe the conditions to be brought about by Christ’s 
Kingdom rule. 



THE ELIMINATION OF CRIME AND INJUSTICE 159 

to peace there will be no end, upon the throne of 
David and upon his kingdom in order to establish 
it firmly and to sustain it by means of justice and 
by means of righteousness, from now on and to time 
indefinite. The very zeal of Jehovah of armies will 
do this.”—Isaiah 9:6, 7. 


11 Illustrating the helpful environment that the 
new system of things will bring, Isaiah says: 



12 "The path of the righteous one is uprightness. 
You being upright, you will smooth out the very 
course of a righteous one. Yes, for the path of your 

judgments, O Je¬ 
hovah, we have 
hoped in you „ . . 
When there are 
judgments from 
you for the earth, 
righteousness is 
what the inhabi¬ 
tants of the pro¬ 
ductive land will 
certainly learn.” 
—Isaiah 26:7-9. 


Bad environment contributes to crime 
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Under the rulership of Jesus Christ, wholesome 
environment will encourage good conduct 


13 With Jeho 
vah's judg¬ 
ments being 
declared and 
enforced in all 
the earth, the 
“great crowd” 
who survive 
the destruction 
of the present 
system of 
things into that 
new system 

13. Win it be easier 
for the resurrected 
people to learn the 
truth about God 
than it was in their 
previous life? Why? 
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will be able to teach the resurrected ones without 
hindrance from wicked opposers of God and of 
Christ. (Revelation 7:9, 10, 14-16) With justice 
and peace pi’evailing, how much clearer the truth 
will stand out. How much more readily those 
listeners can obey and “smooth out” their course 
of life! 

14 In our present time, men commit acts of 
criminality, and some become what we call ‘hard¬ 
ened criminals.’ All persons have weaknesses to¬ 
ward sin, in one direction or another. (Romans 
6:19) All received these weaknesses through ge¬ 
netic inheritance. (Psalm 51:5) A person may 
have a tendency, for example, toward an un¬ 
controlled temper and violence. Some are more 
aggressive than others, inclining to ‘take the law 
into their own hands’ when they feel that an in¬ 
justice has been done. Others are more easily 
ensnared by immorality, overuse of alcohol, and so 
forth. But relatively few of these persons would 
ordinarily do criminal acts. It takes bad environ¬ 
ment as a ‘culture medium’ in which bad ten¬ 
dencies are fed and encouraged, along with a cir¬ 
cumstance that will “trigger” or give opportunity 
or incentive for the lawless action.—1 Corinthians 
15:33. 

15 But when this wicked world is eliminated and 
Satan is bound so that he cannot interfere, man¬ 
kind can then be gradually rehabilitated. People’s 
good tendencies will be fed and encouraged by 
the good environment; the bad traits will be dis¬ 
couraged. Bad desires and acts will be ‘out of 

14. How has this system of things accentuated the bad tenden¬ 
cies we have inherited from imperfect parents? 

15. (a) How will the environment under Christ’s kingdom 
build up good traits? (b) What will have to be done by the 
individual in order for him to be rehabilitated? 
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place’ and viewed as something to be put aside. 
However, it will require effort on a person’s part 
to ‘put away anger, badness and abusive speech’ 
and to ‘clothe himself with the new personality, 
which through accurate knowledge is being made 
new according to the image of the One who cre¬ 
ated it.’ (Colossians 3:8-10) One must have a 
strong desire to change, for God wants willingly 
obedient subjects. (Psalm 81:11-13) Under the 
administration of Christ and his associate kings 
and priests the person making the changes will be 
helped in every way possible, not hindered in his 
efforts.—Revelation 7:17. 

THOSE WHO WILL FALL TO GET LIFE 

16 Only persons who commit ‘blasphemy against 
the holy spirit’ will die in that new system of 
things. (Matthew 12:31, 32) This sin is a delib¬ 
erate, willful, rebellious, blasphemous action 
against God. How, then, is it ‘against the holy 
spirit’? 

17 To illustrate, consider the Pharisees. They 
brought themselves into great danger of com¬ 
mitting this sin, and some of them evidently did. 
They might have disbelieved in Jesus’ Messiah- 
ship simply through lack of faith, as was the case 
with Saul, who later became the apostle Paul. 
(1 Timothy 1:12,13) But when Jesus spoke about 
unforgivable sin, the Pharisees had just witnessed 
the powerful words and works of Jesus as the 
result of God’s spirit upon him. When they saw 
and knew that God’s spirit was working through 
Jesus, they were actually guilty of blasphemy 

16, 17. (a) Who will fail to get everlasting life in the new 
system of things? (b) When Jesus was on earth, how were 
the religious leaders putting themselves in great danger? 
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against the holy spirit. How? They deliberately 
attributed Jesus’ works to the power of the de¬ 
mons. The Pharisees had a wholly selfish purpose 
in mind. They wanted to mislead the people so 
they could hold their position of dominance. 
—Matthew 12:22-30* 

** This could be the case with some who become 
Christians and then deliberately turn from God’s 
pure worship. Hebrews 10:26, 27 states that “if 
we practice sin willfully after having received 
the accurate knowledge of the truth, there is no 
longer any sacrifice for sins left, but there is a 
certain fearful expectation of judgment”—Com¬ 
pare Hebrews 6:4-6* 

19 The apostle John also refers to a “sin that 
does incur death” as contrasted with one that 
does not. (1 John 5:16, 17; compare Numbers 
15:30.) A true Christian will have no association 
with a person professing to be a Christian who, 
from the evidence he sees, seems to be blas¬ 
pheming God’s spirit, apparently sinning deZiber- 
ately and without signs of repentance. (2 John 
9-11) The Christian will not pray in such a per¬ 
son’s behalf. However, he cannot read an indi¬ 
vidual’s heart, and cannot judge that a person 
has actually committed the unforgivable sin. He 
cannot know for sure that the individual will not 
repent later on* He recognizes that Christ acts 
as Judge for God, and he can search the “kidneys” 
(the innermost emotions and thoughts), and the 
“heart” (the primary seat of motivation), and 
Christ can determine whether one has committed 

18. Could a Christian lose out on eternal life? 

19. (a) What is a ‘sin that incurs death’? (b) How should a 
true Christian view a person who Is apparently committing 
that kind of sin? (c) Can a Christian judge that a person has 
committed the unforgivable sin? Explain. 
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blasphemy against the holy spirit.—Revelation 
2:23; John 5:22, 30. 

20 Such incorrigible, irreformable persons will 
be put to death during Christ’s thousand-year 
reign. Their execution as being permanent is rep¬ 
resented in the Scriptures by their being hurled 
into the symbolic “lake of fire,” which is the 
“second death,” as distinguished from the death 
inherited from Adam. (Revelation 20:14, 15) 
Consequently, disturbers of the peace of that new 
system of things will not be allowed to remain 
to cause trouble. 

A BETTER 1.IFE EVEN NOW 

21 But, to those now reading this book we say, 
as the apostle said to some who were seeking to 
become mature servants of God: “However, in 
your case, beloved ones, we are convinced of better 
things and things accompanied with salvation.” 
(Hebrews 6:9) We do not have to wait until 
Christ’s thousand-year reign to get a good start 
in serving God. We can and should do that now. 

22 The apostle further said: “Godly devotion is 
beneficial for all things, as it holds promise of the 
life now and that which is to come.” (1 Timothy 
4:8) We can be free from many entanglements 
of the world; we can have peace of mind and a 
purpose in life. We can enjoy life, along with 
better relations with our family and our fellow- 
men. But more than that, we can look with an¬ 
ticipation to possible survival through the coming 
“great tribulation” without dying and with cer- 

20. How will irreformable, unrepentant sinners be dealt with 
during Christ’s thousand-year reign? 

21, 22. (a) Does one need to wait until Christ’s thousand-year 
reign to live a better, happier life? (b) Discuss the apostle 
Paul’s words on this matter at 1 Timothy 4:8. 
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tainty of life in full measure in God’s new system 
of things. 

23 We are in a position similar to that of the 
nation of Israel when about to enter the Prom¬ 
ised Land. Moses told them: “This commandment 
that I am commanding you today is not too 
difficult for you, nor is it far away. It is not in 
the heavens, so as to result in saying, ‘Who will 
ascend for us into the heavens and get it for us, 
that he may let us hear it that we may do it?’ 
Neither is it on the other side of the sea, so as 
to result in saying, ‘Who will pass over for us 
to the other side of the sea and get it for us, 
that he may let us hear it that we may do it?’ 
For the word is very near you, in your own mouth 
and in your own heart, that you may do it.” 
—Deuteronomy 30:11-14. 

24 It is not really difficult for you to know what 
God requires of you and to do it. Jesus Christ 
will help you if you exercise faith and act on this 
faith. (Matthew 11:28-30) You do not have to 
have someone go to heaven to get the message 
needed. Jesus Christ has done so and we have 
his commandments in the Bible. You do not have 
to travel to some distant land—“on the other 
side of the sea”—to get wisdom or philosophy 
from men there. You do not have to get a higher 
education, nor search into every religion, present 
and past, to find the truth. You have read about 
God’s purpose in the Bible. It is in your own 
mouth and heart. It is “this good news of the 
kingdom.” (Matthew 24:14) As Christ’s apostle 
said: “If you publicly declare that ‘word in your 

23, 24. (a) Having seen what God's Word says, should we wait 
or search somewhere else for the truth? (b) Do we need to 
look for another Messiah, or for some great man to stand up 
for our deliverance? (c) What, then, is the right thing to do? 
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own mouth,’ that Jesus is Lord, and exercise 
faith in your heart that God raised him up from 
the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one exercises faith for righteousness, but with the 
mouth one makes public declaration for salvation.” 
—Romans 10:5-10. 

25 So God requires no great and mighty acts 
from you, but he says: “He has told you, O earth¬ 
ling man, what is good. And what is Jehovah ask¬ 
ing back from you but to exercise justice and 
to love kindness and to be modest in walking 
with your God?” (Micah 6:8) Is this not reason¬ 
able—really what everyone ought to do? 

2# Therefore, you can get a head start now, 
eliminating injustice from your own life. To avoid 
being swerved from your course by bad environ¬ 
ment, you will need to get away from close as¬ 
sociation with those who carry on bad things. 
Paul wrote to persons who were trying to serve 
God: “In my letter I wrote you to quit mixing 
in company with fornicators, not meaning entire¬ 
ly with the fornicators of this world or the 
greedy persons and extortioners or idolaters. 
Otherwise, you would actually have to get out 
of the world.” (1 Corinthians 5:9, 10) You may 
have friends and work associates who do wrong 
things, and of course you cannot completely get 
away from association with them. But you would 
not associate with them in wrongdoing, or con¬ 
stantly mix intimately in company with them. 
The company to seek is the good association of 

25. Is God requiring something great from us, or what does 
he require? 

26, 27. What are some things we can do to get a head start 
now? 
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Christians, whom you observe doing right things. 
This will strengthen you.—Hebrews 13:7. 

27 Having done these things, then stay firmly 
in this course. Trust in God and wait upon him 
to wipe out injustice, crime and unhappiness 
completely in his righteous new system of things. 
—Isaiah 32:1, 16-18. 


Chapter 15 


The End of Sickness 

and Death 

O F ALL the things that have brought sorrow 
and suffering to humankind, sickness and 
death take the lead. Even the fear of death has 
kept people in a form of bondage, and threats 
of death have forced many to commit acts in 
violation of their consciences—for example, under 
Nazi rule, when some people were terrorized into 
betraying their own friends. (Hebrews 2:15) 
What relief humankind will experience when 
these enemies, sickness and death, are abolished! 
—1 Corinthians 15:26. 

2 Only the Creator can help people out of this 
sad situation. And not only has he promised to do 
so, but he has laid the foundation for complete, 
permanent removal of death under the rule of 

1. What has fear of death often caused people to do? 

2, 3. (a) Doing away with death will eliminate what other 
undesirable things? (b) From what does God's promise to 
abolish death liberate us now? 
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the “new heavens” of Jesus Christ and his as¬ 
sociate kings and priests. God promises human¬ 
kind that “he will wipe out every tear from their 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither will 
mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.” He 
adds, to give us faith and assurance: “These 
words are faithful and true.” (Revelation 21:4, 
5) With the removal of sickness and death, the 
debilitating effects of old age, with its wrinkled 
skin and gray hair, will also disappear. 

3 If we know and believe this divine promise, 
it removes much of the sadness that death brings. 
We will not “sorrow just as the rest also do who 
have no hope.”—1 Thessalonians 4:13. 

NOT A NEW HOPE 

* This hope is not new. Men and women who 
served God thousands of years ago had this hope 
that comforted and strengthened them. While 
they knew that they would die, they also had faith 
in God that they would be brought back with 
opportunity for everlasting life. Some of these 
faithful people were actually eyewitnesses to 
resurrections that God performed thi'ough his 
prophets and through Jesus and the apostles. Of 
course, those resurrected ones eventually died 
again. But God’s servants then were awaiting a 
“better resurrection” under the Messianic king¬ 
dom, when it will not be necessary to die again, 
except for willful disobedience.—Hebrews 11:16, 
35. 

0 Abraham demonstrated faith in the resur- 


4. Why can we say that the hope that death will be abolished 
is not a new hope? 

5. What evidence do we have that Abraham, Job and Daniel 
had assurance that, when they died, they would not remain 
dead forever? 
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When Jesus Christ was on earth, he actually 
brought dead persons back to life 


rection in an outstanding way. (Hebrews 11:17- 
19) Faithful, enduring Job spoke of being in 
Sheol, the grave, and of being remembered by 
God at His set time. (Job 14:13) And when the 
prophet Daniel asked for understanding of his 
long-range prophecy, which was to be fulfilled at 
"the time of the end,” God’s angel told him: “You 
will rest, but you will stand up for your lot at the 
end of the days .”—Daniel 12:8, 9, 13. 
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WHO WILL RECEIVE AN EARTHLY RESURRECTION? 

6 Resurrection from death will be only the first 
step in God’s purpose to rehabilitate those who 
have died. They will come forth from the grave 
to be welcomed and received by the “great crowd’’ 
of survivors of the “great tribulation,” after the 
destruction of the present wicked system of things. 
There will be two groups of persons resurrected 
to live again on earth: (1) People who have proved 
faithful to God in the past, among whom are those 
mentioned in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
and (2) those who had, before death, never been 
servants of God. “There is going to be a resur¬ 
rection of both the righteous and the unrighteous,” 
said the apostle Paul. (Acts 24:15) The first 
group will have no trouble learning and taking 
hold of God’s provisions for life through Christ’s 
sacrifice. They will gladly render obedience to 
the laws in existence then. Such faithful ones are 
even now, while still in the grave, counted as 
“living” by God, because he is sure to resurrect 
them.—Luke 20:37, 38. 

7 Persons who had not previously served God 
will, after being resurrected, have to learn about 
Jehovah the true God and his kind provisions 
through Jesus Christ. The “great crowd” of tribu¬ 
lation survivors will be responsible to teach them. 
(Romans 10:14) The good news will have to be 
made clear to these resurrected ones, for God 
has declared that “in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend of those in heaven and those on 
earth and those under the ground [in the grave], 

6. (a) What two general groups of people will receive an earth¬ 
ly resurrection? (b) At their resurrection, what will be the 
attitude of those who had, before death, been servants of God? 

7. What will be done for the resurrected ones who had not 
served God in the past? 
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and every tongue should openly acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.”—Philippians 2:10, 11. 

8 The resurrected ones will be required to be 
obedient to the laws then in force and will be 
judged “out of those things written in the scrolls 
according to their deeds.” (Revelation 20:12) 
The “scrolls” apparently represent God’s revela¬ 
tion of his will for humankind during that 
thousand-year period. 

PERFECTION NOT IMMEDIATELY REACHED 

9 The members of the “great crowd” will not be 
perfected immediately after the “great tribulation” 
is over. But they survive the destruction of this 
system of things because of their faith and 
obedience, and form the “foundation” of the “new 
earth.” (Revelation 7:14-17; compare Isaiah 
51:16.) So they will undoubtedly go right ahead 
in a faithful way and will make rapid strides to¬ 
ward perfection as they follow the things written 
in the “scrolls.”—Psalm 37:30, 31. 

10 What about the members of this “great 
crowd” who have serious disabilities, such as 
heart disease, paralysis, blindness, loss of arms 
or legs, and so forth? It is reasonable to believe 
that they will receive early healing of these de¬ 
fects. When on earth, Jesus illustrated such heal¬ 
ing. He instantly healed withered hands and arms, 
strengthened paralyzed limbs and restored sight 
to blind eyes. These body parts did not gradually 
grow back. (Luke 6:8-10; John 5:5-9) Likewise, 

8. Will the resurrected ones be judged on the basis of their 
past deeds, or on what basis? 

9. What will be the situation of the “great crowd”? 

10. What will be done about major disabilities that the members 
of the “great crowd” as well as the resurrected ones have had? 
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the resurrected ones will logically come back with 
sound bodies. This was also true of all those whom 
the Scriptures report as being resurrected. (Luke 
8:54, 55) Lazarus, for example, was partially de¬ 
cayed, but he came back from the grave with 
decayed parts renewed. (John 11:39-44) God 
made the following promise to his people whom 
he purposed to restore to their land in ancient 
times: “No resident will say: ‘I am sick.’ The 
people that are dwelling in the land will be those 
pardoned for their error.” People will be able 
to do the normal things of life even though not 
perfect as yet.—Isaiah 33:24. 

HOW PERFECTION’ COMES ABOUT 

11 However, full perfection of body will evidently 
come only as the individual, because of his faith 
in Christ, makes spiritual progress in ‘putting on 
the new personality.’ Even though a person has 
been healed of major disabilities, as he practices 
that which is right he will come nearer and nearer 
to perfection. He will be regularly partaking of 
God’s provision for his healing by means of 
Christ’s atonement sacrifice. (Revelation 22:2) 
Christ will mercifully remove all that one’s im¬ 
perfections. This spiritual change will have to be 
made first, because sin is the cause of death, and 
a person cannot be perfect in physical body until 
sin is completely removed from his personality. 
The Bible always links sickness with sin.—Luke 
5:18-25; 1 Corinthians 15:56; Romans 6:23. 

12 The apostle Paul describes the “fight” carried 

11. (a) How will perfection be attained? (b) Why does a 
spiritual change have to be made before physical healing takes 
place? 

12. What fight does each servant of God now have in making 
over his personality, and why? 
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on now by each one who tries to make over his 
personality, to become fully pleasing to God. 
He says: “What I wish, this I do not practice; 
but what I hate is what I do. . . . The good that I 
wish I do not do, but the bad that I do not wish 
is what I practice. . . . The one working it out is 
no longer I, but the sin dwelling in me.” (Romans 
7:15-20) Through inheritance, all humans have 
been brought forth “with error,” in sin. (Psalm 
51:5) Also, all have added to that sin during their 
own course of life, the environment wrongly in¬ 
fluencing them. 

13 Even today a person can genuinely get rid 
of the things that he has ‘picked up’ from his 
environment, with the help of God’s Word, His 
spirit and his own association with God’s servants. 
But it is different with the things that come 
through his genetic makeup, that are a part of 
him, physically and mentally. True, he can fight 
these faults with considerable success, for the 
apostles tell us that we can ‘make our minds 
over,’ “put on the new personality,” ‘produce 
the fruits of the spirit,’ “hold a good conscience” 
and ‘maintain fine conduct.’ (Romans 12:2; 
Ephesians 4:24; Galatians 5:22, 23; 1 Peter 3:16; 
2:12) But we cannot completely wipe out these 
bad inherited tendencies merely through such 
effort. The apostle said of his situation: “Miserable 
man that I am! Who will rescue me from the 
body undergoing this death? Thanks to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with 
my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but 
with my flesh to sin’s law.”—Romans 7:24, 25. 

13. What can a person do about (a) the bad tendencies he 
has ‘picked up* from his environment? (b) his inherited ten¬ 
dencies that are bad? 
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14 In this present time, the Christian can re¬ 
ceive forgiveness for his sins through faith in 
Jesus Christ and the sacrifice of his life for our 
errors. And he must follow up his prayers re¬ 
questing forgiveness by doing his best to align 
himself with the right course. He can never let 
up in the fight against wrong inclinations, and 
with the help of God’s spirit it need not be a 
losing battle. His conscience can be clean. (Romans 
8:2, 11-13; Hebrews 9:14) But in the new system 
of things Christ will administer the full benefit 
of His sacrifice so that the inherited weaknesses, 
the genetic “misinformation” received from a per¬ 
son’s ancestors, will be corrected. He will be 
healed in every respect. What a relief! What a 
deliverance when a person will be able to do 
exactly the good it is in his heart to do, all the 
time! Thanks, indeed, to God through Jesus Christ. 

15 So, during the thousand-year l’eign of Christ, 
an individual can gradually become less and less 
burdened with sinful tendencies. He will more 
and more do the right thing. Then, when per¬ 
fection is reached, it will no longer be a fight 
to do the right thing. It will be natural to do 
right. A person will not be in the least inclined 
to steal, to commit immorality, to hate or slander 
others. The apostle Paul said about the Mosaic 
law, which legislated against these things: “Now 
we know that the Law is fine provided one handles 
it lawfully in the knowledge of this fact, that law 

14. (a) When a Christian’s inherited weaknesses cause him 
to sin, what can he do to remain in God’s favor? (b) How will 
one be finally delivered from all inherited weaknesses, which 
cause sin and distress? 

15. (a) When will it no longer be a fight for a person to do 
the right thing at all times? (b) How does the apostle Paul 
highlight this point at 1 Timothy 1:8, 9? (c) How was Jesus 
an example of the fact that a righteous man does not need a 
code of laws forbidding murder, theft, and so forth? 
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is promulgated, not for a righteous man, but for 
persons lawless and unruly, ungodly and sinners.” 
(1 Timothy 1:8, 9) A perfect person needs no law 
to warn him not to do these wicked things. When 
Jesus was on earth, it was the natural thing for 
him to do what is right. He ‘loved righteousness 
and hated lawlessness.’ (Hebrews 1:9) He had an 
immediate, heart-motivated reaction to do good 
and to reject bad. Consider the account of his 
temptation by Satan and also Peter’s mistaken 
effort to get Jesus to avoid that which God had 
set before Jesus to do.—Matthew 4:1-11; 16:21-23. 

RECEIVING RESURRECTED ONES 

18 As to the resurrected ones, God will accurate¬ 
ly “re-create” each individual with his entire 
life pattern, personality and memory just as it 
was. The one resurrected will be able to 
identify himself as the same person. Also, his 
former associates will know him by his appearance 
and characteristics. He can then resume life after 
the interruption caused by his death, possessing 
the same motivations, leanings and traits that he 
displayed beforehand. However, his past sins and 
mistakes will not be brought up as charges against 
him. Why not? Because God’s purpose in bringing 
him back to earth is to provide opportunity for 
him to take advantage of Christ’s sacrifice and 
be freed of sin. Yet, what the individual did in 
the past, if bad, would have its effect on his per¬ 
sonality, and the resulting bad traits would have 
to be overcome. The more unrighteous his past 
course was, the more he will have to change. Some 

16. (a) Will resurrected persons be identifiable to themselves 
and their friends? (b) What is God’s purpose in bringing a 
person back to earth by a resurrection? (c) Though a resur¬ 
rected person will not be judged by his past deeds, will such 
past performance have any effect on his life after resurrection? 
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may not take advantage of the opportunity to 
change.—Isaiah 26:10. 

i: To the person who is resurrected, the time 
period that he was dead would be, to him, only 
an instant, since death is a nonexistence. It is 
likened in the Bible to a deep sleep. (John 11: 
11-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14; Ecclesiastes 9:5, 
10) Thousands of years, or a day, would seem 
like only a moment of time. To the one resur¬ 
rected, the experience would be like walking 
through a doorway out of the present wicked 
system of things into the righteous, orderly new 
system of things. 

18 Of course, the person who died many years 
ago w r ill be surprised to find circumstances on 
earth so different. He will have to be informed 
by the members of the “great crowd” of the works 
that God has performed in the meantime, par¬ 
ticularly in giving His Son as the atonement 
sacrifice. He will also learn how the good con¬ 
ditions are a result of Christ’s Kingdom rule. It 
would be in harmony with God’s loving-kindness 
to assume that family members and friends will 
be able to receive back their dead loved ones, 
just as was the case with resurrections reported 
in the Bible. (Luke 7:12-15; 8:49-56; Hebrews 
11:35) Then, after a period of training, the resur¬ 
rected ones will, in turn, be able to receive and 
help their yet dead loved ones who are subsequent¬ 
ly brought back. Thus no one will be resurrected 
to a totally unfamiliar world, but, rather, to 
warm companionship, with no ‘communication 

17. If a person died centuries ago, will it seem to him that 
a long time has passed between his death and his resurrection? 

18. (a) What will the resurrected ones have to learn? (b) Logi¬ 
cally, how will those who are resurrected not be brought back 
to a totally unfamiliar world, with a ‘communication gap’? 
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gap/ This process will continue until all the ran¬ 
somed dead are finally resurrected* What a joyous 
time that will be! 

GOD BECOMES “ALL THINGS TO EVERYONE” 

1!> At the end of the thousand years, the last 
trace of sin and its consequence, death, will have 
been destroyed. (1 Corinthians 15:26) But does 
this reaching of perfection by all then on earth 
mean that such persons cannot sin? No, for the 
Bible reveals that persons reaching that state 
will not be assured of everlasting life until they 
prove faithful against a final attack by Satan 
the Devil. When Christ's kingdom and priesthood 
accomplish the restoration to perfection, Christ 
turns the Kingdom back to God, and man again 
stands in relation to God as Adam did. The 
situation is restored as it was at the beginning 
and each man's final, everlasting destiny is for 
God alone to determine. God permits this attack 
by Satan and his demon hosts. 

Revelation 20:7-10 describes what occurs as 
a test on earth's inhabitants: “Now as soon as 
the thousand years have been ended, Satan will 
be let loose out of his prison [the abyss, where he 
had been placed just before the thousand years 
began], and he will go out to mislead those nations 
in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, 
to gather them together for the war. The number 
of these is as the sand of the sea [an unstated, 
hence humanly undeterminable number]. And they 
advanced over the breadth of the earth and en¬ 
circled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved 

19, Though perfection comes by Christ’s thousand-year rule, 
when wiii those on earth be granted everlasting life? 

20. What test will come upon the perfect inhabitants of the 
earth at the end of the thousand years? 
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city. But fire came down out of heaven and de¬ 
voured them. And the Devil who was misleading 
them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulphur, 
where both the wild beast and the false prophet 
already were; and they will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever.”—Compare Revelation 
20:1-3. 

21 This prophecy shows that some of the people 
then on earth will group themselves to attack the 
faithful ones on earth. They will be induced to 
do so by Satan and his demons. Why would per¬ 
fect persons do this? Just as Adam and Eve did, 
they step out for independence from God. They 
are convinced that here is the opportunity to do 
this. Satan thus makes a ‘last stand’ to win his 
fight over the great issue that he originally raised, 
namely, the issue of the rightness of God’s ruler- 
ship. He fails, for the faithful ones, who doubt¬ 
less constitute the great majority of mankind, 
remain firm. Then Satan and those following him 
are hurled into the “lake of fire.” This is the 
“second death,” where, to all eternity, they are 
held in ‘torment’ (jailers were in olden times 
called “tormentors” [Matthew 18:34, Authorized 
Version]). They are ‘locked up’ in nonexistence 
forever. 

22 Those who faithfully stood firm for God’s 
rulership or sovereignty will then be granted 
everlasting life. They will “come to life,” that is, 
real assured life. (Revelation 20:4-6) Thus God 
becomes “all things to everyone.” (1 Corinthians 
15:28) But how can God safely guarantee that 

21. (a) What issue will again be raised? (b) What will be the 
outcome? 

22. (a) How can God safely guarantee everlasting life on earth 
to those who remain faithful under the final test? (b) What 
example do we have that God can know a person so thoroughly 
that he can be sure the person will never sin? 
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these will live forever? Because he thoroughly 
knows who those are who love him and who would 
never turn away from him. We have an example 
of this ability of God in the case of Jesus Christ, 
whom God knew so thoroughly and completely 
that he could foretell that Christ would be faithful 
through every test. God even had his prophets 
write in advance many of the very details of 
things that Christ would do in obedience to God 
under severe hardships.—Isaiah 53:7, 11; Psalms 
40:7-10; 45:7. 

GOD’S PURPOSE TOWARD EARTH FULFIIXED 

23 So, although it has taken time, God’s purpose 
toward the earth will be gloriously fulfilled. Earth 
will be a grand paradise, filled with humans 
praising God and showing love to one another. 
But will the earth then become too crowded? No. 
We can be sure that God knows the number of 
persons that can comfortably live on earth. So 
he can reserve plenty of space for mountains and 
seas as well as room for the habitation of wildlife, 
for beauty and recreation. He will adjust matters 
so that there will be no feeling of crowding as is 
the case in large cities today. Life will be enjoy¬ 
able, with all persons in harmony. Yet, since 
they will vary in personality and in gifts or talents 
and skills, there will be endless vistas of interest 
and delight to be enjoyed in their company. The 
many fields of activity will provide absorbing 
study, research and enterprise, with a real, lasting 
purpose. Each individual will be able to contribute 
his talents and abilities for the common welfare, 

23. How will there be enjoyment of life, with full opportunity 
for exercise of talents and abilities for the welfare of all on 
earth? 
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and will have the energy and time to do so. 
—Compare Isaiah 40:29-31 and the principle ex¬ 
pressed at Ecclesiastes 5:18-20. 

24 When Gcci created man and woman, he told 
them to subdue the earth and to exercise dominion 
over the animal creation. (Genesis 1:28) The 
earth was made as a gift to man—his home. 
(Psalm 115:16) Man will therefore know how to 
take care of the earth, exercising proper, loving 
control over the animals. The animals will be 
man's friends and will instinctively respect his 
dominion. God demonstrated this when he re¬ 
stored ancient Israel from exile in Babylon. (Hosea 
2:18) In full possession of his faculties, with alert¬ 
ness of all his senses, a man will have no serious 
accidents. Look at the animals in their natural 
habitat. The bat, with his “sonar” equipment, 
flies in the dark, unerringly avoiding objects even 
as fine as a piano wire. A bird comes in to a per¬ 
fect landing on a limb or twig. They are equipped 
fully for the life they live, and they enjoy living. 
With stronger reasoning we can be assured that 
man, being superior to the animals, will be per¬ 
fectly at home in his environment. 

25 Work will then be joyful. Man will not have 
to eat bread ‘in the sweat of his face/ as Adam 
was told after he had sinned. (Genesis 3:19) Work 
and the exercise of all their faculties will keep 
humans occupied in worthwhile, purposeful pur¬ 
suits. As foreshadowed in ancient Israel when 
they obeyed the Law, there will be ample allow¬ 
ance of time for association with one's nearest 


24. (a) What mil then be man's relationship to the animals? 
(b) Will serious accidents occur? 

25, Why will lile then never become boring: or monotonous? 



YOU CAN BE CONFIDENT OF A REWARD !§1 

and most intimate ones, as well as for becoming 
acquainted with new friends. So in all the earth, 
one will have friends who will always remain 
friends. All of this will come from making friends 
with those who love humankind most, Jehovah 
God and his Son Jesus Christ—John 15:14 


Chapter 16 

You Can Be Confident 

of a Reward 

L IFE is a gift from God. No one would have 
life at all had not God, because of his own gen¬ 
erosity, created the first man and woman. (Reve¬ 
lation 4:11) Being sinful people, we would not be 
here if God had not patiently ‘put up’ with our 
ways. “If errors were what you watch, O Jah, O 
Jehovah, who could stand?” wrote the psalmist. 
—Psalm 130:3. 

2 Life is indeed a free gift. And it is God’s will 
that the human race keep on living. (1 Timothy 
2:3, 4) He gave mankind, not mere life, but life 
with a purpose. God does not grant everlasting 
life to his enemies, because they would only cause 
disorder in the earth and harm to others. There¬ 
fore our obtaining everlasting life is dependent 
on our faith in God, which really means that we 
must be friends of God. “Without faith it is im¬ 
possible to please him well, for he that approaches 


1. Whom can we thank for our being here on earth? 

2. Though life is a free gift, on what does continued life depend? 
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God must believe that he is and that he becomes 
the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.” 
—Hebrews 11:6. 

3 Our faith, then, gains the friendship of God, 
and this friendship means a reward. In your 
study of the Bible, as you are doing, you are 
actually seeking him—that is, seeking to know 
him, to please him and become friends with him. 
And as you learn more about him your faith 
will become stronger, more solidly founded. 
—2 Peter 1:5-8. 

4 You may wonder, ‘Why have I been able to 
see these things about God’s purposes when many 
of my friends and acquaintances do not see them?’ 
You can indeed be happy that you do, because out 
of millions of persons, God has seen fit to let you 
know about his purpose. He draws to him whom¬ 
ever he wants to, but not arbitrarily or without 
good reason. We cannot see what God sees. God 
reveals his secrets to those who have a sincerely 
inquiring mind to know about him, as Jesus 
pointed out. (Matthew 13:10-15) And he knows 
just when circumstances are right for the in¬ 
dividual to see and grasp the truth of the good 
news. (Acts 8:25-36) God’s choice of friends is 
right. He does not make mistakes. Therefore you 
can be assured that an opportunity for ever¬ 
lasting life is opened to you.—Acts 13:48. 

'Jehovah God sees hearts. He blesses those 
who use their reasoning power and look sincerely 
into his Word. He appreciates and favors those 
who do even the slightest service toward him, 

3. What is the main purpose in studying the Bible? 

4. If you are sincerely seeking God by studying his Word, of 
what can you be assured? 

5. What loving appreciation does God show toward those sin¬ 
cerely seeking him? 
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giving them further opportunities to know him. 
—Matthew 10:40-42. 

“However, the apostle Paul warned: “Working 
together with him, we also entreat you not to 
accept the undeserved kindness of God and miss 
its purpose.” (2 Corinthians 6:1) It is up to the 
one whom God has favored with his kindness to 
appreciate it and to go ahead and come to establish 
a real, lasting relationship with him. (2 Corin¬ 
thians 6:2) What a pity for one who, receiving 
God’s favor, turns away and loses out on the 
fine reward!—Proverbs 4:5-9. 

PERSONAL PURPOSE IN LIFE NOW 

T As you have considered God’s Word thus far 
as to his purpose, the truth may be clear that your 
own life also indeed DOES HAVE A PURPOSE. 
The will of God is that we conform our life to 
his purpose because only God’s wisdom and guid¬ 
ance can bring us to a desirable, happy goal. A 
man or woman may set out to accomplish a pur¬ 
pose with good intentions, and that purpose may 
appear to succeed for a while. But if it has no 
regard for God’s direction it will end only in 
frustration. Such a person will actually be out of 
harmony with the rest of God’s creation. 

“The apostle Paul wrote to the young man 
Timothy, showing the reason for making the pur¬ 
suit of God’s ways our own purpose. He said: 
“In a large house there are vessels [utensils] not 
only of gold and silver but also of wood and 
earthenware, and some for an honorable purpose 

6. Why should we not undervalue or look down on the oppor¬ 
tunities that God opens up for us to know him? 

7. (a) From what we have studied, what may we conclude? 
(b) What will happen if a person pursues a purpose in life 
that disregards God’s will? 

8. 9. What will be the outcome for one who goes through life 
without a purpose? 
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but others for a purpose lacking honor. If, there¬ 
fore, anyone keeps clear of the latter ones, he 
will be a vessel for an honorable purpose, sanc¬ 
tified, useful to his owner [Jehovah God bought 
all humankind through the sacrifice of his Son], 
prepared for every good work.”—2 Timothy 
2 : 20 , 21 . 

9 But without a purpose in life a person in this 
world will be easy prey to bad influences, “tossed 
about as by waves and carried hither and thither 
by every wind of teaching by means of the 
trickery of men, by means of cunning in contriving 
error.” (Ephesians 4:14) He will become a vessel 
for a purpose lacking honor. 

BAPTISM, A SERIOUS BUT ESSENTIAL STEP 

10 After learning and determining what God’s 
will is, and after making a dedication of yourself 
through Christ to do God’s will forever, you may 
be baptized in water. This step is very serious. 
You must be sure that this is the course you want 
to take. You are thereby imitating Jesus’ example 
and obeying his command. Baptism is essential 
for one to become a follower of Jesus Christ. (He¬ 
brews 10:7; Matthew 3:13-15; 28:19, 20) In being 
baptized, you are publicly declaring that your 
purpose in life is to serve God fully as his will 
and purpose are made known to you. Make your 
own decision. You should not be baptized because 
you let someone “push” you, or just because some¬ 
one else gets baptized. 

11 Now, baptism in symbol of your dedication 
is but a beginning of your Christian course. Re¬ 
gardless of what education or position you have 

10. When should a person be baptized? 

11. Should a newly baptized person feel that now he (or she) 
is in no need of further counsel or help? Why? 
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had in the world, you are, Scripturally, a spiritual 
“babe.” It is absolutely essential that you keep 
on studying, continuing to get help from those 
who are serving God. (1 Corinthians 14:20) You 
need regular association with the Christian con¬ 
gregation. Do not try to ‘go it’ on your own. 
—Hebrews 10:24, 25. 

15 Time ‘in the truth* is not the sole barometer 
of your spirituality. Continued study and applica¬ 
tion of the Bible’s principles are also necessary to 
produce the fruits that indicate maturity. (He¬ 
brews 5:14; Romans 12:1, 2) The apostle Paul 
made these points clear to the early Hebrew 
Christians. He told them: “Indeed, although you 
ought to be teachers in view of the time, you 
again need someone to teach you from the be¬ 
ginning the elementary things of the sacred pro¬ 
nouncements of God; and you have become such 
as need milk, not solid food.” He counseled them: 
“Let us press on to maturity.”—Hebrews 5:12; 
6 : 1 . 


LOOKING FOR REWARD NOT SELFISH 

13 In pursuing a purpose in life as a follower 
of Jesus Christ it is entirely proper, and not 
selfish, to look for God to rewaxd you for faith¬ 
fulness to him. (Colossians 3:24) Jehovah wants 
us to know that he is the kind of God that re- 
wards those who love him. He is not like many 
worldly persons who have no appreciation or 
considei’ation for those who do things in love or 
loyalty. And a god without appreciation and loy¬ 
alty, who never rewarded his servants, would be 
unworthy of worship. But Jehovah God is loyal; 


12. Does being a long time ‘in the truth’ in itself mean that 
one is a mature Christian? Why? 

13. Is it selfish to serve God with a reward in view? Explain. 
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he is warmhearted and draws close to his friends. 
(Jeremiah 3:12) Even if you should make a bad 
mistake, entreat his forgiveness in prayer. (1 John 
1:9; 2:1, 2; Luke 18:1-8) Seek help from fellow 
Christians. (James 5:16-18) If you hold fast to 
faith in him, he “will by no means leave you nor 
by any means forsake you.”—Hebrews 13:5, 6. 

14 However, Jesus said that, on our part, we 
should not feel that we are doing God a “favor,” 
or earning life as wages by serving him. He told 
his disciples: “When you have done all the things 
assigned to you, say, ‘We are good-for-nothing 
slaves. What we have done is what we ought to 
have done.’ ” (Luke 17:10) Nonetheless, we know 
that God loves us and does not feel that our ef¬ 
forts are of no value to him. 

15 So there are great rewards to look forward 
to, of things far beyond what we are able to con¬ 
ceive. Our keeping of faithfulness to God gives, 
first of all, a better life now, with a purpose. 
(1 Timothy 4:8) Then, there is the prospect of 
being a part of the “foundation” of the “new 
earth.” What a joy to be in on the “groundwork” 
of making the earth a paradise! More than that, 
how fine to be on hand to receive people back 
in the resurrection and to teach, help and train 
them! There is a fine purpose in the life ahead! 

16 But do not belittle the marvelous opportunity 
you have to serve God noio. For this is the last 
time that people will have an opportunity to stand 
for God’s side of the issue of universal rulership 
amid a whole world of people who do not know 
God’s provisions. Furthermore, it is the last op- 

14. Even if we come to serve God with all our might, what 
should be our attitude? 

15. What rewards does faithfulness bring now and in the future? 

16. Why is it such a great privilege to serve God now? 
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portunity to proclaim the good news to such 
people under conditions of opposition. What a 
fine way to prove your loyalty to God! (Matthew 
24:14) Doing this brings the greatest reward. 
Now is the opportunity to work together with 
“God’s household, which is the congregation of 
the living God, a pillar and support of the truth,” 
in sharing and proclaiming the good news of the 
Kingdom to others,—1 Timothy 3:15. 

nO NOT BE DISMAYED BY OPPOSITION 

17 You can associate with this congregation 
where God has “deposited” the truth about him¬ 
self and his purposes. But when you try to put 
the truth of God’s Word into effect in your life 
and to speak the truth, do not be surprised or 
dismayed when opposition faces you. The apostle 
Peter gave these comforting words: “Beloved 
ones, do not be puzzled at the burning among you, 
which is happening to you for a trial, as though 
a strange thing were befalling you. On the con¬ 
trary, go on rejoicing forasmuch as you are 
sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, that you 
may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the 
revelation of his glory. If you are being re¬ 
proached for the name of Christ, you are happy, 
because the spirit of glory, even the spirit of 
God, is resting upon you,”—1 Peter 4:12-14, 

** A good thing to do when faced with opposition 
is to look back at your former state—your life 
and attitude before coming to a knowledge of 
God’s purposes. This will help you to be sympa- 

17. Why may opposition be expected, and how should you view 
it? 

18, (a) How can you develop more sympathy for those who 
oppose you? (b) Should you feel that those who oppose you are 
absolutely “wicked"? (c) Even If treated harshly, what should 
your response be? 
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thetic with the situation of those who oppose 
you and to have compassion for them. You 
may see that formerly, in your ignorance of God’s 
ways, you also did many of the wrong things 
that they are doing now. You may even have had 
a bad attitude toward God, toward the Bible and 
toward those who are witnesses for Jehovah God. 
(Compare Colossians 3:5-7.) By looking at the 
way you felt then, you can avoid the feeling that 
these people are absolutely “wicked” because they 
do not listen. You will not be condemning them 
or giving them up as hopeless. When someone, 
even in a harsh manner, challenges your faith, 
you will be “always ready to make a defense be¬ 
fore everyone that demands of you a reason for 
the hope in you, but doing so together with a 
mild temper and deep respect —1 Peter 3:15. 

AVOID BEING ‘OVER-RIGHTEOUS’ 

19 There is a certain temptation for one who 
sees the right way of life to become “righteous 
overmuch.” He may tend toward his being a 
“perfectionist.” This may lead him to begin to 
be critical of others, to look down on them, and 
to become a judge of his fellowman. (Ecclesiastes 
7:16; Matthew 7:1, 2) He may grow to have the 
feeling that he is just a little better than those 
who do not yet know the truth. But it must be 
kept in mind that Christ died for all mankind. 
You are one of them and, without his help, you 
would be like the rest. Jesus Christ has com¬ 
passion for all. He knows that circumstances, and 
the spirit of this world under its god Satan, have 
forced many people into a bad way of life. It was 

19. (a) How might a person fall into the snare of being 'over- 
righteous’? (b) Rather than feeling that you are better than 
those not serving God, what should you realize and do? 
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prophetically said: “Darkness itself will cover 
the earth, and thick gloom the national groups.” 
This is true today. (Isaiah 60:2) Therefore it is 
necessary to have understanding and sympathy 
and have as our aim to help rather than accuse 
or condemn.—1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8. 

20 Accordingly, a husband or wife coming to 
a knowledge of the truth should put stress on 
making himself or herself a better husband or 
wife. A child should become a better, more obe¬ 
dient child. This may have much more influence 
on others than words do. While all persons re¬ 
ceiving the truth should be enthusiastic and zeal¬ 
ous, it must be recognized that any attempt to 
“push” the unbelieving mate, the relative or 
friend may actually push him or her away from 
listening. Do not “nag” a person because he has 
a habit or belief of which you do not approve. 
Rather, use patience and more than the usual 
kindness. Even toward those showing enmity, be 
“cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves,” 
using every possible means, in love, to help others 
to see the truth. (Matthew 10:16; 1 Corinthians 
9:20, 23) Whether you are a wife, a husband or 
a child, follow the principle expressed by the 
apostle Peter at 1 Peter 3:1, 2: 

21 “In like manner, you wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands, in order that, if any are 
not obedient to the word, they may be won 
■without a word through the conduct of their 
wives, because of having been eyewitnesses of 
your chaste conduct together with deep respect.” 

20, 21. What principle and course of action should a person 
employ toward those closely associated with him (or her)? 
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BE A HAPPY INTEGRITY KEEPER 

22 During your life course as a Christian, things 
will not always go just right for you, because we 
are not yet in God’s new system of things. Your 
efforts to apply Bible principles will not always 
completely solve or remove your problems. But 
they will help you greatly to cope with these 
problems. They will enable you to do all that 
can be done to make such less troublesome. So, 
if things occur that trouble you, do not become a 
complainer. Rather, be happy. Rejoice in the 
truth. Realize that Adam’s sin and Satan’s in¬ 
fluence as the “god of this system of things” are 
the cause; God is not.—2 Corinthians 4:4. 

23 So, instead of complaining at hardships or 
undesirable occurrences that you presumed would 
not happen among God’s people, take advantage 
of the opportunity to show that you are like 
Christ, an integrity keeper. Vindicate Jehovah’s 
name by demonstrating that not all men will let 
difficulties turn them away from God, as the 
Devil charged, but that they can be integrity 
keepers. 

24 What a rewarding purpose life has indeed! 
With all the worthwhile things that we can do 
now, using what “gifts” or abilities we have to 
honor God and to help our fellowman, there is a 
real satisfaction in living—we find our place in 
life. And God, in using us, does not ask us to 

22. (a) Will your efforts to apply Bible principles always re¬ 
move problems? (b) If things do not go just right for you, 
what attitude should you avoid? 

23. If something bad should occur in the congregation of God's 
people, is this a reason to become discouraged, offended or 
disgruntled? 

24. (a) How does our serving God give us a satisfactory pur¬ 
pose in living? (b) Can w*e count on continued purpose in life 
forever, with no dullness or monotony? 
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give up living a normal, productive life and become 
ascetics or in any way fanatical. Rather, he makes 
life better and more productive of things having 
lasting value. Furthermore, we will forever re¬ 
ceive at God’s hand new and exciting projects for 
accomplishment, so that life will become ever 
more purposeful, never monotonous. As the apostle 
Paul wrote to his Christian associates: “My God 
will fully supply all your need to the extent of 
his riches in glory by means of Christ Jesus.” 
—Philippians 4:19; Psalm 145:16; Romans 8:38, 
39. 





DOES MAN’S SHORT 
LIFE-SPAN MAKE SENSE? 

The 192-page book Is This Life All There Is? 
answers this and related questions, such as: 

♦ What about those who have already died? 

♦ Where are the dead? 

♦ Do the dead need your help? 

♦ Can you talk with the dead? 

♦ Can spiritism bring you comfort? 

This book Is This Life All There Is? may be 
obtained by sending 25c (U.S.) to Watchtower, 
using one of the addresses below. 
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